
United Methodist Church 
PO Box 467 – 114 W. Chickasaw    Lindsay, Oklahoma 

“A Community Church with A Global Vision” 
 
 

 
 

Practicing the Presence of God 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 

 
August 23, 2020 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
Worship 10:55am  

Broadcast Live on 105.1 FM KBLP 



A Service of the Word  
12th Sunday after Pentecost   August 23, 2020 
We will return to the Sanctuary September 6 and enter through the double doors, place 
our offering in the collection box and sit in a row that is not roped off. We hope our 
signs make you smile.   

We are happy you have chosen to worship with us today. 
   

WE ARE CALLED TO SERVE 
PRELUDE   Alexia Herrin 
 

GREETING  Ed Bevers  
God is good! . . . all the time! . . .  All the time . . . God is good! 

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Ed Bevers 
 

INTROIT O Worship the King Vs 1,2,4,5  UMH 73 
1. O worship the King, all glorious above,  
  O gratefully sing God’s power and God’s love; 
  our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days, 
  pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.  
 

2. O tell of God’s might, O sing of God’s grace, 
  whose robe is the light, whose canopy space, 
  whose chariots of wrath the deep thunder clouds form, 
  and dark is God’s path on the wings of the storm. 
 

4. Thy bountiful care, what tongue can recite? 
  It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;  
  it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
  and sweetly distills in the dew and the rain. 
  

5.  Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
  in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
  thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
  our Maker, Defender, Redeemer, and Friend. 



CALL TO WORSHIP   
 Pastor: Holy Spirit rain down on this place. 
 People:  Let our souls drink your goodness. 
 Pastor: Let our hearts overflow. 
 People: Holy Spirit, rain down on this place. 
  

HYMN Breathe on Me Breath of God  UMH 420 
1.  Breathe on me, Breath of God, fill me with life anew, 
  that I may love what thou dost love, and do what thou wouldst do.  
 

2. Breathe on me, Breath of God, until my heart is pure 
  until with thee I will one will, to do and to endure. 
 

3. Breathe on me, Breath of God, till I am wholly thine,  
  till all this earthly part of me glows with thy fire divine.  
 

4. Breathe on me, Breath of God, so shall I never die, 
  but live with thee the perfect life of thine eternity. 
 

OPENING PRAYER  Rev. Jacki Banks 
We praise you with joy, loving God, for your grace is better than life itself. 
You have sustained us through the darkness, and you bless us with life in this 
new day. In the shadow of your wings we sing for joy and bless your holy 
name. Amen. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH United Church of Canada UMH 883 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world. 
We believe in God: 
 who has created and is creating, 
 who has come in Jesus, the Word made flesh, 
  to reconcile and make new, 
 who works in us and others by the Spirit. 
We trust in God. 
We are called to be the church: 



 to celebrate God’s presence, 
 to love and serve others, 
 to seek justice and resist evil, 
 to proclaim Jesus, crucified and risen, 
  our judge and our hope. 
In life, in death, in life beyond death, 
 God is with us. 
We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 

GLORIA PATRI          UMH 70 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is 
now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 

WE ARE SET APART IN TRUTH 
 

CHILDREN’S MOMENT This is Where Children Belong FWS 2233 
This this is where children belong, welcomed as part of the worshiping throng. Water, 
God’s Word, bread and cup, prayer, and song: This is where children belong. 

MESSAGE Hide & Seek Lacie Wilkins 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON   1 Thessalonians 5:16-22CEB 

16 Rejoice always. 17 Pray continually. 18 Give thanks in every situation because this 
is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Don’t suppress the Spirit. 20 Don’t brush off 
Spirit-inspired messages, 21 but examine everything carefully and hang on to what 
is good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil.    

May God add a blessing to the  
hearing, and doing of this Holy Word.  

Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC Scars Miranda Edwards  
   

THE MESSAGE Practicing the Presence of God Rev. Jacki Banks 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER 



WE RESPOND IN THANKSGIVING  
DOXOLOGY UMH 95 
Praise God from whom all blessings flow. Praise him all creatures here below. Praise him 
above ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

CLOSING HYMN Spirit Song UMH 347 

O let the Son of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. 
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul.  
O let him have the things that hold you, and his Sprit like a dove  
will descend upon your life and make you whole. 
 

Refrain:   
  Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.  
  Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs.   
 

O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 
O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain,  
and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name.  

 

SENT FORTH TO HOLY LIVING 
BLESSING   Rev. Jacki Banks 

May the love of the Father enfold us,  
the wisdom of the Son enlighten us,  
and the fire of the Spirit kindle us;  

and may the blessing of the Lord God  
come down upon us, and remain with us always. Amen. 

 

GOING FORTH Sent Forth by God’s Blessing UMH 664 
1.  Sent forth by God’s blessing, our true faith confessing,  
  the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 
  The service is ended, O now be extended 
  the fruits of our worship in all who believe. 
  The seed of the teaching, receptive souls reaching, 



  shall blossom in action for God and for all. 
  God’s grace did invite us, and love shall unite us 
  to work for God’s kingdom and answer the call. 
 

2. With praise and thanksgiving to God ever living, 
  the task of our everyday life we will face. 
  Our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 
  embracing God’s children of each tribe and race. 
  With your grace you feed us, with your light now lead us; 
  unite us as one in this life that we share. 
  Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 
  give honor to Christ and that name which we bear. 
  

POSTLUDE   Alexia Herrin 
 
Please remain seated during the Postlude.  
 
When we return to the Sanctuary, we will exit down the outer aisles as the 
ushers direct. The rows in the back will exit first and front rows will exit last. 
 
 

PLEASE TAKE YOUR BULLETIN WITH YOU AND 
DO NOT LEAVE IT IN THE PEW  



Practicing the Presence of God – I Thessalonians 5:16-22 August 23, 2020 
 

When I was six-years-old, I taught myself to empty my mind and just be. Without 
knowing it, I have been practicing mindfulness and dwelling in the presence of God. 
Sometimes my thoughts would seem to be all over the place and it would take longer to 
calm. Brother Lawrence calls it “monkey mind” in his book Practicing the Presence of 
God.  Let this study help you be able to calm your own “monkey mind.” 
 

DAY ONE – How would you describe your experience of God amidst the routines of your 
everyday life? Can you think of some external sign which, if strategically placed in your 
home or place of work, would encourage you to be more mindful of God’s nearby 
presence?  
 

DAY TWO – Holy Experiment – Mindfulness. Decide upon the shape of your “little 
affirmation.” Is it going to be a short prayer, a favorite scriptural verse, the loving 
repetition of the name of Jesus? Begin to use it right now. Do not be discouraged by 
lapses and forgetfulness. Without self-accusation, gently remind yourself of your 
intentions and begin again just where you are. Be aware that habits of holy mindfulness 
are not easily formed. It is easy to stop during the early awkward stages. After a period 
of experimentation, reflect on the experience and see whether your relationship with 
God and awareness of the Divine Presence has been deepened. 
 

DAY THREE – Holy Experiment – Thankfulness. We can decide to embark on this way of 
gratitude immediately. Delight in those small rituals of everyday life that are usually 
taken for granted. This could mean enjoying a walk around the block, eating slowly or 
just lingering over a cup of coffee. Fill the day with gestures of thankfulness—saying 
thank you, writing notes of appreciation, giving a hug. Pause at regular intervals to give 
thanks to God for every sign of his goodness. Thank God for gifts of sleep and rest, food 
and work, friends and family. In all these good gifts God is present, pouring himself out 
in self-giving love for us to receive and enjoy. Write about what you discover. How 
would daily life be different if you sought to offer everything you did during the day to 
God? 
 

DAY FOUR – When in difficult and painful circumstances, do you tend to ask “the 
resentment question” or “the gratitude question”? Journal your answers. 
 

DAY FIVE – Select one way of deepening your awareness of God’s presence in your 
everyday life in the coming days. Here is a way to welcome God into your next task. 
Before you begin that task, welcome God into whatever you are about to do. After a 
brief prayer give yourself wholeheartedly to the task with God and do it for God. 

 



Keep Them in Your Prayers 
Our church; Our Community, Our Troops, Our Government, Sarah Burke, Quala 
Chisom, Jacob Loman (healing: ruptured appendix), James Bennett, Sharon 
Fisher’s nephew Michael, Rachel Franklin 

Shut ins: Wilma Johnson, Pat Wall  
Health Challenges: Jim Garrett, Leah Kennedy, Julia Murray, Bill Pool, Nancy 
Rogers, Katilyn Spencer.  
Expectant Mother:  Amanda (Bevers) Gibson 
 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 
      23rd Randy Powell 

 27th Josh Miller 
       29th Terey Wisdom 
       30th Vickie Johnson 

31st Carol Cameron 
     Tommy Davis 

          Sophie Edwards 
  April Taylor 

 

AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES 
25th Lee & Virginia McGill 

          Tom & Terry Wisdom 
       29th Jim & Leschen Crawford 

 

OUR CALENDAR 
Tuesday  6:00 PM  Prayer Team – Call Pastor Jacki with prayer requests 
Wednesday 5:30 PM Recording Worship for following Sunday 
 

Nov 21-22 1:00 PM Annual Conference @ Church of the Servant 
 
The Special Offering for Annual Conference this year will be for the Disaster 
Relief Fund. The Northeastern part of our state has had heavy flooding and we 
are still repairing homes and cleaning debris. The Children will be collecting your 
change each week for this awesome ministry. (We invite your dollars, too!) 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Office phone number: 405 756-2382 Mail: PO Box 467, Lindsay, OK 73052 
Worship with us on KBLP 105.1 FM Radio 
and www.facebook.com/LindsayUMC 

Physical Location: 114 W. Chickasaw 
Visit our Website www.lindsayumc.com 

 


