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Pastor’s Ponderings 

When I first went to Cambria (the church I served prior to coming to Casa 
Grande), I went out walking one afternoon and prayed, “God, what should I do at 
this church?”  I’m not sure what I was expecting, exactly, but it certainly wasn’t 
the answer I received.  No grand vision, no master plan—just these two simple 
words: “Be joyful.”  I was walking and praying, I asked God what I should do, and 
received this immediate reply, “Be joyful.”  (For the record, it happens more often 
that my prayers don’t receive such an immediate reply!!). 

The words “be joyful” came to mind again this week, as I was looking at the 
coming elections with all of their attendant unpleasantness.  It’s easy to get 
downright depressed as we watch the news, as we see the rancorous political 
advertisements, as we commiserate with one another about how far our country 
has fallen.  “God, what should I do?” is a question we might all ask.  Well maybe 
just this, “be joyful.” 

Joy.  One of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in our lives, and second (after love) on the 
list Paul gives in Galatians.  To put it another way, God has given us this gift of joy 
(we are saved and set free in Jesus Christ!), so let us freely share what we have 
freely been given!  (Interesting fact: the Greek word for joy is chara, which is very 
close to the Greek word for grace, which is charis.  We have chara because we 
have been shown charis).   

For me this means that I try to smile a lot in public; I try to compliment weary 
cashiers; I try to find humor and share it with complete strangers.  That’s me.  For 
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you it might mean a plate of cookies (or a balloon!)  delivered unexpectedly to 
your neighbor; or a note of encouragement (or a bouquet of flowers!) delivered 
anonymously to someone who needs it; or maybe you go to the park with your 
significant other, put on some music, and dance (I promise, you will bring a smile 
to everyone around!).    

However, you do it, be joyfully you (chara)in the grace (charis) of God, because 
for the next couple of months, we’re going to need it! 

In Christ, 

Brant 

FROM THE CLERK 
 
Our Mission Team has been hard at work and our congregation has been very 
generous in its gifts. Habitat for Humanity was able to turn the recently built 
house to the new homeowner who has been working very hard to complete her 
education. Covenant presented donated furniture, tools and $500 worth of gift 
cards to help her and her child settle into their new home. Building another home 
is in the works to begin soon. Watch for opportunities to help. 
 
Because of the 5th Sunday mission offering in August, Elders Everett Greenwood 
and Richard Taylor were able to present $2100 to Dr Ken Ross for Logos Christian 
Academy to further their wonderful program of Christian Education. 
 
We will begin again to pray around the flagpole at “our” public school, McCartney 
Ranch Elementary, and the Session has agreed to purchase some needed items 
for them as they return to classes on October 26. This wonderful opportunity was 
started about 5 years ago with each public school in Casa Grande being adopted 
by a local church. Please join us. 
 
Elder Rex Little again gave another wonderful presentation for adult Sunday 
School on September 20. Some of our children have moved into their teens and 
Rex has asked for input if anyone had any ideas/activities they would like to lead 
or help with for youth.  
 



If you have been unable or confused in accessing the church directory from the 
Covenant website or just prefer hard copies, we will be printing out some hard 
copies in the next few weeks for your convenience.  
 

Men’s Bible Study 

 

The Men of the church meet each Thursday at 11:00am, all men are welcome, 

and you can bring a sack lunch if you like. Wearing a mask is optional. If you 

would like to be part of the Bible study, please call Brant for more information 

(520-876- 2888 or 480-458-7628).  

 

Neighborhood Help Team 

 

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a 

little bit of help. We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some 

landscape trimming on the 4th Saturday of each month. Contact Nelson Moore in 

person or call him @ 520-483-0461. 

 

October Calendar 

4 Communion 

8 Worship Team Meeting, 1:00pm 

12 Columbus Day 

14 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol & Wiley’s 

15 Session Meeting, 6:00pm 

28 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol & Wiley’s 

31 Halloween 

 

October Birthdays 

14 Martin Hill 

21 Shay Marsh 

 

October Anniversaries 

2 Chet & Barbara Dorsey 

22 Rex & Janine Little 

 


