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In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted, while evildoers and impostors 

will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being 

deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have 

learned and have become convinced of, because you 

know those from whom you learned it, and how from 

infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are 

able to make you wise for salvation through faith in 

Christ Jesus. All Scripture is inspired by God and is 

useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the people of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work.  ~ 2 Timothy 3:12-17 

 

I believe the Bible because the Bible says it is worthy of total confidence. If I’m guilty of begging the 

question, so be it. Unbelievers doubt the Bible on what they call “scientific” grounds. This assumes that 

perception (science) and logic (mathematical certitude) are life’s infallible guides to truth rather than 

helpful tools along the way. The Christian message challenges that assumption. Both unbeliever and 

believer beg the question of their faith commitments. But that’s OK. Philosophers must begin at some 

point of reference and we’re all philosophers, whether or not we know it. 

 

Archimedes said he’d like to stand outside the universe. If he could, with his fulcrum he’d move the 

universe. A person’s point of reference is that important. My point of reference stands outside the 

universe, in Christ, the Word of God, Who sits at the right hand of God the Father “... far above all 

principalities, powers, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world 

but in the world to come” (Ephesians 1:21). 

 

Which is why unbelievers, who’ve placed their fulcrum inside the universe, can neither move the 

universe nor truly understand it. A book (or any document) which teaches everything as equally valid 

teaches nothing, and so can be used and abused to teach anything. Thus, I must begin with God and a 

Bible that contains the complete and absolutely reliable message which God wants me to have. A 

message without which I could never be saved – born again – be in right relationship with God. Call it 
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what you will. (I take no credit for the fact I believe the message. There isn’t one good reason why God 

should have saved me, beyond the fact that He chose to. I can give you a million reasons why He 

shouldn’t have. Fortunately, God isn’t interested in my opinion on the matter.) 

 

The church is often, as even today, torn in disagreement about matters of faith and practice. Some 

controversies might well be left for resolution until we all meet around the throne of God, where we may 

find the answer wasn’t worth the wait. But such questions aren’t in the same class with questions about 

the person and work of Christ, the efficacy of His death, the reality of His resurrection, the person and 

work of the Holy Spirit, the authority of Scripture, the biblical view of the world, and the interpretation of 

history that the Bible declares. 

 

The Bible settles every controversy that has ever arisen among conflicting parties in the church. None of 

us have all the answers. But the fact that we don’t know it all doesn’t mean we do not know it at all. We 

don’t know everything there is to know. But we do know everything we need to know to glorify God and 

enjoy Him forever. 

 

Paul’s advice to Timothy still stands: “Preach the Word.” He didn’t tell that young preacher (and by 

extension preachers today) to preach about the Word. Nor to praise it, defend it, argue about it or with 

it, nor to deny it. He told him (and me) to preach it. 

 

The real issue for the church is this: How can a preacher preach the Word without believing it’s God’s 

authoritative Word to be submitted to in grateful obedience? And how will the People of God be 

nourished if it’s preached under any other conviction? 

 

 

 

 

      
 

FROM THE CLERK  
 

It was suggested that people would prefer to see the actual Session minutes to 
see the activities of the Session. For October, please look at the Session 
minutes which have been approved in September. These will be posted on our 
bulletin board which will be in our Worship Center on Sunday mornings and 
in our church office the rest of the week.  
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Theology Matters 

October 2018 

 

What is the “fruit of the Spirit”? 

It was explained to me a few years ago, when I was very impatiently 

trying to be more loving, joyful, and patient darn it, that I couldn’t do 

this myself. The “fruit” is not something that can be a personal 

achievement or goal, but rather something that is bestowed and then 

grows in us. It is a gift from the Holy Spirit, a result of our new life in 

Christ. As such it is part of our regeneration, and the process of 

sanctification that God has begun in us and will only end when we are 

glorified in Heaven. 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 

goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control. Against such there is 

no law.”  “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit.”      
(Galatians 5:22-23, 25.) 

Why is it called “fruit” and not fruits? 

Because it is one gift with many layers that is given to us in our “born 

again” regenerating state by the Holy Spirit. 

Ultimately our growth in holiness, and the fruit of the Spirit, is fueled 

and sustained by God Himself, who works in us to will and work for Hs 

good pleasure. (Phil. 2:12-13) This does not mean we are passive, but 

rather through the Holy Spirit, by the renewing of our minds, our 

thoughts and actions change, we are equipped to stand against evil and  

we are sustained and maintained for God’s good pleasure. 
 

Newsletter Alert 

At this time Covenant Presbyterian Church will not be                                                                                    

going forward with either “Worship in the Park,”                                                                                                                          

or the Women’s Recipe Book. 
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Men’s Fellowship 

The men of the church meet at the church each Thursday at 11:30am.  All men 

are welcome and you can bring a sack lunch if you like. 

 

October Calendar 

3 5:00pm Deacons Meeting 

10 7:15am prayers at the flagpole at McCartney Ranch Elementary 

11 1:00pm Worship Team 

14 6:30-8:00pm Youth Life Group 

17 7:00pm Session 

28 6:30-8:00 Youth Life Group 

 

October Birthdays 

14 Myrna Mitchell 

17 Jaden Childers 

 

October Anniversaries 

2 Chet & Barbara Dorsey 

 

 

 


