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A Christ centered covenant community; 

Loving God, 

Loving people, 

Making disciples 

November 2019 

Pastor’s Ponderings 

 
November is the month of Thanksgiving.  As Christians this takes on special significance 

as we remember all that God has done for us. 
A few weeks ago, as I was playing golf one golden day with a friend (although not 

playing very well), my friend asked if I thought that part of the way God treated the Israelites in 
their years of wandering was because they repeatedly forgot to be thankful.  God had rescued 
them from Egypt, and had given them a really powerful way to celebrate and remember that 
amazing event in the form of the Passover meal (which, we could say, was the original 
“Thanksgiving Feast”), and over and over again the Israelites forgot God’s goodness.   

My friend’s profound 14th hole observation made sense to me, in part because I have 
been reading through the Old Testament this fall and have been impressed how often the 
refrain, “Give thanks to the Lord, for his steadfast love endures forever…” comes up.  The 
message seems to be that we do well to simply remember all God’s goodness in our lives.   

Next comes the question of making some adequate response to this goodness and 
love.  We generally connect the idea of response with our Christian stewardship, of returning to 
God our time, treasure, and talent, as a way of mindfully giving God our thanks. Well-known 
preacher Fred Craddock has said that many of us sometimes entertain grand notions in this 
regard.  We see “giving it all to the Lord” as something like taking a $1,000 bill and laying it on a 
table before God as we announce, “Here's my life, Lord. I'm giving it all.” 

"But the reality for most of us,” says Craddock, “is that God sends us to the bank and 
has us cash in the $1,000 for quarters, and then to go through our lives putting out 25 cents 
here and 50 cents there.  Listen to the neighbor kid's troubles instead of saying, 'Get lost.' Go to 
a committee meeting. Give a cup of water to a shaky old man in a nursing home. Giving our life 
to Christ is done in all those little acts of love, 25 cents at a time.” 
    May we all so serve, as we seek to say “thanks” for God’s amazing abundance in our lives.   
 
In Christ,  
Brant 
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P.S. Covenant will distribute pledge cards for those interested during the month of November, 
and we will hold a dedication service for those 2020 pledges on Sunday, November 24th during 
worship. 

Community Thanksgiving Service 
 

    The Sixth Annual Community Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, November 24 th, at 
Trinity Baptist Church.  Join other Christians at 6:00pm, to take time to give thanks for our lives, 
churches, communities, and nation.  Trinity Baptist is located at 1100 East Trinity Place, Casa 
Grande. 

 

FROM THE CLERK 

 

It was exciting for the Session to approve and later for the congregation to 
witness our first Baptism at Covenant. Brayden Moore declared his faith and was 
baptized on October 20. He and his family are grateful for the people in our 
congregation who are serving as role models, teachers and mentors for him as he 
continues to grow in the faith. If anyone is seeking baptism for yourself or a family 
member, please see Pastor Brant. 
 
It is time for all to be in prayer concerning election of new Elders and Deacons to 
help lead our congregation. Is the Lord leading you to take part in leadership?  
 
Work on the Habitat House will begin November 16. Our congregation will also be 
the first to supply lunch for the workers on that date. Please be ready to help in 
this mission project. Missions will also be manning a refreshment table at the 
Seeds of Hope 5K run on January 11. Be ready to volunteer to take part in this 
fundraising event to help one of the primary local missions that we support.  
 
Pastor Brant, along with Derek and Nelson Moore, represented our congregation 
at the recent Hope Presbytery meeting. Although Pastor Brant and the Session’s 
elected Elder Commissioner Derek were the ones permitted to vote, these 
meetings are always open for any Covenant Partners to attend. It is good to meet 
with and help the other Arizona churches who are part of ECO.  
 

Now that we are beginning the month of November, we have to start thinking of 
our 2020 plans and budget. New pledge cards will be distributed beginning this 
Sunday. Be sure to pick one up and pray about this important part of the offering 
of ourselves. We will be dedicating our pledges during worship on November 24. 
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Tina’s Insights 
 

    Tina Hudson was a beloved former member, who for a while wrote devotional thoughts for 
the website.  Over the coming months we will post her devotions in the newsletter… 
Cactus make me nervous. When I was small, I fell into a cactus and still have a scar from one of 
the spines in my leg. So, I was surprised and pleased when I found that they bloomed. And even 
smelled sweet. Some of them put out blooms in the evening which are gone by the next day. 
Most of mine have white blooms, but one is bright red.  

Several years ago, a friend gave me a cutting, which grew to a lovely, tall straight plant 
that produced gorgeous scarlet blooms. It grew straight and tall, producing blooms that took 
your breath away. Several months ago, however, it started leaning. Day by day it seemed to 
shrink. Maybe I watered it too much. It was bent over and looked like me – needing to be 
propped up. Unable to do anything about it, I watched as it slowly leaned over just a bit more 
every day.  

When a strong monsoon storm hit, the tips came off, and I thought for sure it was a 
goner. The wind knocked over the larger cactus beside it, pushing hard against the one spire 
that was tipped sideways but still fairly straight. Both cactuses started wilting.  

Every day I checked to see if the cactus was still standing. Then, one morning, I gazed 
out by the fence and saw three gigantic blood red blossoms opened to the morning sun. My 
yard was a mess, the patio covered with leaves and dust, the flower bed barren. Yet there 
stood that bent and broken cactus, sending out a message to me and all to see that it is still 
filled with life and beauty.  

I no longer look out on that particular patio, but God’s message to me remains the 
same: No matter how broken we might feel or how bent we might be, God can still use us. I 
thought of Corrie Ten Boom, praying for and forgiving her captors during WW2, bringing new 
life in Christ to those we deem unworthy. My mind went to Billy Graham, still praying for the 
world. Closer to home, a precious friend opening her home with gracious hospitality, teaching a 
Bible Study, praying without ceasing.  

That gorgeous bloom lifted my heart and refreshed my spirit. It was a gift of brokenness 
turned to beauty. God has given me the gift of encouragement. He has blessed me with the 
ability to put words together that can come alongside and lift up. As long as my eyes can see 
and my ears hear I best use that gift. I thank God that like that seemingly battered and 
dilapidated cactus I have a bloom or two left. “The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.” 
Rom 11:29 

 

Neighborhood Help Team 

 

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a 

little bit of help.  We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some 

landscape trimming on the 4th Saturday of each month.  Contact Nelson Moore in 

person or call him @ 520-483-0461. 
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Men’s Bible Study 

 

The men of the church meet at the church each Thursday at 11:00am.  All men are 

welcome and you can bring a sack lunch if you like. 

 

November Calendar 

2 Deacons Meeting, 9:00am 

3 Communion 

13 Prayers at the flagpole at McCartney Ranch Elementary, 7:15am 

13 Prayer Night, 6:30pm 

14 Worship Team Meeting, 1:00pm 

16 First Habitat workday 

21 Session, 6:00pm 

24 Dedicate Pledges 

24 Adult Sunday School, “Science Falsely So Called” 

24 Community Thanksgiving Service 6:00pm at Trinity Baptist Church 

27 Prayer Night, 6:30pm 

 

November Birthdays 

6 Darold Wiege 

14 Taylor Ann Kirkbride 

17 Charlie Leniger 

19 Carol Smith 

 

November Anniversaries 

No Anniversaries 

 


