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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

As we continue to live through strange times, life goes on.  We continue to be God’s people, 
we continue to “meet” if only by phone, Zoom, Facebook, and websites, and we continue to 
seek to follow God’s Holy Spirit each new day. 

There are two special days in the month of May.  The first, of course, is Mother’s Day, and the 
second is Pentecost.  And this year, as we prepare for and live into Pentecost, the Session has 
agreed to have us all consider Wild Goose Chase: Reclaim the Adventure of Pursuing God, by 
Mark Batterson.  I recommended this book for us because it is one of my favorites, because it 
speaks to the heart of who we are to be as individual followers of Jesus Christ, and because I 
believe God may be calling our church to step out in some new and possibly unusual ways in 
the months ahead.   

Here's what we have in mind:  

• Starting on Sunday, May 17th, I will begin preaching a series of sermons based around 
each of the chapters in Batterson’s book 

• You are personally encouraged to read the book, perhaps a chapter a week, to tie in 
with those sermons 

• Additionally, there are great study questions at the end of each chapter for you to 
consider, or if you are part of a small group, perhaps the group will want to use this as 
your study for those six weeks (assuming, of course, that we are able to meet by then!!) 

In less strange times we might make a bulk purchase of these books and offer them to you on 
a Sunday morning, but given the current situation we are asking you to simply go to Amazon 
and purchase your own copy (either print or digital).   

The idea of the wild goose comes from Celtic Christianity, which had a fascinating name for the 
Holy Spirit: they called Him An Geadh-Glas or the Wild Goose.  When Mark Batterson first 
heard that name, he was intrigued. The more he thought about it, the more he realized what a 
great description it is of what it’s like to live a Spirit-led life. Living a Spirit-led life means you 
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aren’t going to know where you’re going most of the time, and that produces tremendous 
anxiety in our lives, but it also leads to something else—an adventure more amazing than we 
could ask or imagine.  Batterson goes on to discuss the various “cages” from which we may 
need to break free—the Cage of Responsibility, the Cage of Routine, the Cage of Assumptions, 
the Cage of Guilt, the Cage of Failure, and the Cage of Fear.   

I am excited for us to consider these things together.  Again, I believe there is personal benefit 
for each and every one of us, but also a benefit for our church family, as we seek to chase 
God’s unpredictable Spirit into a good and glorious future! 

In Christ, 

Brant 

FROM THE CLERK 
 

Your Session has been meeting by way of the Zoom meeting app. Pastor Brant is posting his 
sermons on our website. We know people are calling and texting to check on each other. Even 
so, we are all looking forward to the day when we can gather together again for worship and 
fellowship.  
 
After years of faithful bookkeeping service, Carol Smith is stepping down and working with Rob 
Shuster who has graciously stepped up to take over this important position. Linda Smith will 
continue to assist in entering data and making deposits, as well as her many other 
office/clerical responsibilities. Derek Moore will continue working with these folks also in his 
many responsibilities as Treasurer. Many thanks to all of these people for using their gifts and 
abilities for all that is involved in keeping our finances well managed and in order. We have 
recently updated our accounting software to make it a little easier for them.  
 

This past month Missions has given $1000 to Home of Hope and $2000 to Seeds of Hope. 
Thank you to all of you who gave individual gifts as well to these organizations that do so much 
to help others and are very special to our mission at Covenant.  
 
We hope everyone will let their hopes and ideas for the future of our church be known by 
returning the questionnaire Pastor Brant sent out. The Session will be having another special 
meeting on Thursday, May 7, for visioning and planning. Please continue to pray that God’s 
will is known to us.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



GIVING MINISTRY 
 

Thank you to all who have donated electronically on our website! Another giving option is to 
mail in your checks to the church at: 
     
    Covenant Church 
    408 N Sacaton, Suite K 
    Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
 
The elders approved establishing a COVID-19 Benevolence Fund.  The basic idea is to support 
those who are hardest hit by all that has been going on, and to support them through tithing 
on our stimulus checks. 
  
Not everyone will receive a stimulus check, and not everyone will be able to give away a 
portion of it.  But if you are able, would you consider giving a tithe (10%) of those dollars to 
this special benevolence fund?  You can do that by using the PayPal link on the church website 
(go to https://covenantprescg.org/ and then click on the small hand with a $ sign in it, upper 
right hand corner), or by simply sending a check to the church office (address listed above). 
Please be sure to put a note on the check (or in the notes section during website PayPal 
checkout) saying “COVID-19 Benevolence.” 
  
So, once we have some funds, how will they be distributed?  The Session imagines that some 
of us know someone who has been out of work since this all hit, or who is struggling in some 
way that a few dollars might help.  If so, you can simply let Brant know (either by calling him at 
520-876-2888, or by email to pastorbaker@covenantprescg.org)  We may not be able to help 
everyone, but hopefully we can help at least a few. 
  

Men’s Bible Study   
  

The Men’s Bible Study will resume Thursday, April 2nd, at 11:00am by way of a Zoom meeting. 

If you would like to be part of the Bible study, please call Brant for more information (520-876-

2888 or 480-458-7628).           
  

Neighborhood Help Team      
 

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a little bit of 

help. We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some landscape trimming on 

the 4th Saturday of each month. Contact Nelson Moore in person or call him @ 520-483-0461.  
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May Calendar 

7 Session Vision/Planning Meeting 

10 Mother’s Day 

14 Worship Team 

21 Stated Monthly Session Meeting 

25 Memorial Day 

31 Pentecost 

 

May Birthdays 

4 Derek Moore 

6 Gracelyn Moore 

8  Jasper Croll 

 

May Anniversaries 

4 Joseph & Carole Lenhert 
  

 


