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 It’s summer time ~ and the living is easy. Or at 

least that’s what the song says. At the moment, the 

song is at least half right — it is summer time. And 

it’s turning out to be a typically Casa Grande hot 

one 

 

As to the living being easy, I don’t know if that’s 

ever really been true. Perhaps it’s just that there are 

seasons of time when things are going smoothly — 

but you can always be sure there are going to be bumps down the road somewhere. That’s why I 

suppose I try to keep in mind that in the midst of all that life can throw at me that I’m not alone 

in my needs and concerns. There is always someone taking care of me. And that Someone one is 

God. And while the ways in which He cares for me may not always look the way I expect it to, I 

can be assured that He’s always got my best in mind, as He has declared in the Scriptures: “I 

know the plans I have for you… plans for good and not for harm, to give you a future and a 

hope” (Jeremiah 29:11). So, I can rest in His care. And through His Holy Spirit, He brings to 

mind scriptures like these to remind me and encourage me: 

 

“He is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock under his care.” 

~ Psalm 95:7 

 

“The Lord watches over you — the Lord is your shade at your right hand; the sun will not 

harm you by day, nor the moon by night. The Lord will keep you from all harm — he will 

watch over your life; the Lord will watch over your coming and going both now and 

forevermore.” ~ Psalm 121:5-8 

 

“Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your 

heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” 

~ Matthew 6:26 
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“God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all 

that you need, you will abound in every good work.”  ~ 2 Corinthians 9:8 

 

      “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”   ~ 1 Peter 5:7 

 

So maybe, as I take this all to heart this summer, the living really can be easy — because I can 

rest in God’s care. And so, can you. 

                                                                                

 

FROM THE CLERK 

 

We hope everyone has had a chance to meet our new Pastor, the Reverend William (Bill) 

Pawson and his wife Nina. They are both amazing people with vast amounts of experience and 

we feel so fortunate to have them with us at Covenant. If you have not had a chance to meet 

Pastor Bill or you have any questions for him, give him a call at the church office. If no one 

answers, leave a message for him to return your call. Or you may call him directly on his cell 

number: 520-904-9865. He has already led us in worship and delivered excellent sermons on 

seven Sundays! As we had asked him to do, he is making his way around Casa Grande getting to 

know our community and its people. Although Pastor Bill is currently staying at the 

Greenwood’s who are out of state until August, he and Nina are having a new house built for 

them in Casa Grande which should be completed in November or December. Until then they are 

doing a lot of driving from the Tucson area where Nina is still working. 

 

The Session has decided to start putting our monthly giving and budget in the bulletin. Although 

we have been building up reserves over the past few years because of a congregation which has 

been very generous in donations of abilities, gifts and money, we want to move forward with our 

new Pastor and want the entire congregation to know where we stand financially. Our current 

financial team includes Cathy Taylor (Elder), Derek Moore (Treasurer), Carol Smith 

(Bookkeeping and Accounting), and Gary Anderson (Budget). We also want to thank former 

Treasurer John Mitchell for the years of work that he did in starting and maintaining our 

accounts. 

 

The Mission Team has been busy under the direction of Elders Everett Greenwood and Charlie 

Leniger. Our Habitat for Humanity house had help from 27 people in our congregation. As Chris, 

the new owner for the house, told us when he gave his testimony and thanks during our June 24 

worship service, our church joyfully contributed the most of the 7 churches involved in the 

project. Our church will also be again participating in the Angel Tree Project this Christmas 

where we will provide gifts for children who have an incarcerated parent who cannot get out to 

do this. Last year we provided 40 gifts and we are hoping to provide at least that many this year. 

 

The Session has also designated another favorite mission, Seeds of Hope, to receive our fifth 

Sunday offering for the month of July. As well as a regular donation, the mission team wanted to 

remind those that have not used their tax credit for this year, this would be a good opportunity to 



3 
 

take advantage because Seeds of Hope is classified as a “Qualifying Charitable Organization” 

where up to $400 individual/$800 couple can be given to them and count dollar for dollar against 

your 2018 Arizona state income tax bill.  

 

Our Youth Group has had their first function under the very capable direction of Crystalle 

Kirkbride. Our church also sent 5 of our youth to the Montlure Day Camp held in Casa Grande. 

All the kids seemed to have had a wonderful camp experience without having to leave town. 

 

Session is also excited about adding our new Women’s Ministries Team which you will be 

hearing more about in the coming weeks. They have already put on a luncheon to welcome Nina 

and Julie Pawson to Covenant. A group of ladies, with Vickie Croll as leader and Cathy Taylor 

as the Session liaison, are full of enthusiasm. Get ready to celebrate, serve, and reach out to 

others, all ladies of Covenant.  

 

Deacons corner 

Your Covenant Deacons have been thrilled to serve our congregation in many different 
ways.  We are always looking for ways to bring everyone together and take care of each other.   

Our hospitality team, Vickie Croll and Gary Wayne Croll, will be having our next congregational 
luncheon on July 8th immediately after service.  It’s always a fun time to fellowship and we hope 
everyone will be able to stay. 

Our bereavement contact, Lori Shuster, worked with First Presbyterian Church and Helen 
Wheeler's family to assist with her memorial service June 30th.  We were thrilled to be included 
in this process as a final way to honor Helen who was so special to our congregation.  She will 
be greatly missed by everyone who knew her. 

Our communion will be held during the July 1st service.  Elders will be serving as we come 
forward to receive communion by intinction. 

Our deacons are here for you, please seek out one of us if you have a need. 
 

Theology Matters 

July 2018 

Back to Basics  

“ Jesus loves me, this I know, for the Bible tells me so.” A famous theologian once 

said this was the most important lesson he ever learned. We can parse each word 

and get very complicated, but if simply looked at as “Jesus loves me” and ” Bible 

tells me” we get the main story that Jesus (God) loves us and we can find/learn 

this in the Bible. 

I was thinking about how to explore this idea and I kept coming back to our Lord’s 

words in Mark 10:15, “Assuredly I say to you, whoever does not receive the 
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kingdom of God as a little child will by no means enter it.” The “child” receives 

without question realizing their smallness and God’s greatness...…God will have to 

do it all.   

How can we ever know someone if we do not communicate with them? In prayer we 

reach out to our Father, we listen; in Scripture we hear our Father, we learn; in the 

preached word we are discipled, we grow. 

The Good News is that Jesus loves us, wants us connected to Him, died for us, and 

we are to glorify and enjoy Him forever. He told us to be discipled/ disciple; and be 

baptized/baptize. He has given us His Church where we can be equipped so that we 

might take His Word out to those who do not know Him. But we need to not forget 

the simplicity laid out before us:  prayer to Him, Scripture from Him, the Word 

preached of Him. 

 

Christian Ed 

Hospitality Team 
 

Start thinking about your favorite food to prepare for our next fellowship luncheon 
on July 8th after church service. We not only share some great food but enjoy the 
socialization with each other. What a great time to invite a friend or neighbor to join 
us as we always have plenty of food. 
 

Women's Ministry 
 

Ladies, what a great kick-off event we had June 11th. It was the welcoming luncheon 
for Nina & Julie Payson with a lot of great food. Myrna out did herself in decorating 
and Crystalle came up with some great games for the tables to compete in. We are 
off to a great start but need your surveys back so we can continue planning where 
our ministry will go. The next planning session is Monday, July 2nd at 10:00 and we 
will meet at the church office. All are welcome to attend the planning meeting. 

 

Men’s Fellowship 

 

The men of the church meet at the church each Thursday at 11:30am.  All men 

are welcome and you can bring a sack lunch if you like. 
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July Calendar 

4 Fourth of July 

8 Monthly luncheon after service 

11 5:00pm, Deacons Meeting 

16 10:00am, Worship Team 

19 7:00pm, Session 

 

July Birthdays 

4 Crystalle Kirkbride 

7 John Mitchell 

9 MaryAnn Schmadeke 

11 Cassidy Jeffers 

18 Ellen Greenwood 

20 Pauline Johnson 

20 Suzette LeMieux 

30 Gary Schmadeke 

 

July Anniversaries 

29 Henry & Ruth McLaughlin 

31 Phil & Gladys Perry 

 


