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Pastor’s Ponderings 

 

I’ve never preached a series of sermons on the seven deadly sins, in fact, I’ve never given them 
much thought at all.  Until recently I would have just been guessing to name even a few of 
them, let alone have any idea how they came to be or what relevance they might have for the 
Christian life.  In part this gap in my education can be explained by the fact that the vices are 
“more of a Catholic thing.”  The Reformers, for their part, were a bit suspicious of anything 
carried over from Roman Catholicism, and especially anything that smacked of too tidy a list of 
either vice or virtue.  Since there is no clean list of either vices or virtues in the Bible, the 
Reformers simply ignored this part of the Christian tradition. 
 

But the truth is that the list was developed before there was even much in the way of an 
organized church of any sort, and there is deep wisdom in it.  As far as historians can tell, the 
first list of vices was put in writing by a desert father called Evagrius of Pontus, who lived from 
346 to 399.  Evagrius wrote down a number of things that typically beset the desert hermit, 
such as pride, sloth, gluttony, and lust.  Also worth noting: Evagrius didn’t call them sins, he 
called them vices.  What’s the difference, you ask?  Well, a sin is usually thought of as an 
action (although sometimes inaction can count…).  A vice, on the other hand, is more of an 
attitude.  The reality, of course, is that having an attitude (a vice) will lead to an action (a sin), 
but there is a difference.   
 

Why am I bringing all this up?  Because we are going to start the new year by considering the 
Seven Deadly Sins (or Vices).  It turns out that there is a wealth of insight here, because 
knowing about these various attitudes can help us better avoid wrong actions.  And here’s the 
real kicker: as I was researching and writing these sermons last fall, I would inevitably come to 
the next one and say to myself, “Oh, well, this isn’t a problem for me…” only to find myself 
squirming uncomfortably by the end of my study session.  I mean, sloth, really, me?  Well, 
maybe so, once we understand the true original meaning of that particular vice.  Yikes! 
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At the end of the day our goal is continued growth in sanctification.  To be sure, we need to 
identify what virtues to aim for in our quest to develop a Christ-like character, but one tool to 
do so is to be clear on what we should avoid.  Make no mistake, our Ancient Enemy seeks to 
work us woe, and isn’t always blatant about it.  No, more often the tricks are subtle, perhaps 
barely perceptible.  It is worthwhile, then, for us to be as wise and as crafty as can be. 
 

So, here’s to spiritual growth in 2022! 
 

In Christ, 
 

Brant 

 

Memorial Service for Gayle Leniger 
 Gayle’s memorial service will be Sunday, January 9th, 1:00pm, at Fairways, 2054 N 
Thornton Road, Casa Grande (on the way to Dave White Park).  A light reception will 
follow.  The family has requested that memorial gifts be directed to Seeds of Hope. 
 

Newcomers and Neighbors 

 The January Meet and Greet for the Newcomers and Neighbors Club will be an appetizer 
potluck.  Bring your best appetizer to share, the Club will provide beverages, so come spend a 
fun evening socializing and making new friends!  Thursday, January 13th, at 5:30pm in the 
Central Event Hall.  Invite a friend! 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Brant will be teaching an Adult Sunday School class on January 16th on two ways of 

looking at the Book of Revelation.  Hope you can be there!  
 

 

Men’s Bible Study  

The Men of the church meet each Thursday at 11:30am, all men are welcome, and you can 

bring a sack lunch if you like. If you would like to be part of the Bible study, please just show 

up or if you have questions, you can call Pastor Brant (520-876-2888 or 480-458-7628).  

Neighborhood Help Team  

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a little bit of 

help. We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some landscape trimming on 

the 4th Saturday of each month. Contact Nelson Moore in person or call him @ 520-483-0461. 

 

 

 



 

January Calendar 

2 Communion 

8 Books Are Best, 2:30pm L’Grande Café 

12 Prayers at the flagpole 9:00am at McCartney Ranch Elementary 

12 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol Smith’s 

13 Worship Team, 1:00pm 

13 Newcomer & Neighbors Club, 5:30pm at the Event Hall, appetizer potluck 

15 Neighbor Helping Neighbor, 7:30am, meet at L’Grande Café 

16 Adult Sunday School, 11:15am-12:00pm, Brant will present a lesson on “Two Ways to    

Look At The Book Of Revelation”  

19 Crazy Crafters, 2:00pm at the Downtown Library 

20 Ladies Luncheon, 12:30pm, location to be determined 

20 Session Meeting, 6:00pm 

22 World Problem Solvers, 8:30am, L’Grande Café 

26 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol Smith’s 

30 Fifth Sunday, a special offering will be taken for Missions 

 

January Birthdays 

27 Rob Shuster 

January Anniversaries 

4 Rob & Lori Shuster 

  

 


