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PASTOR’S ANNUAL REPORT 

2021 

In 2021 we launched a unique (and possibly outrageous) strategy for making disciples, which 
starts as we make friends with people and eventually (and gently) talk about all Jesus Christ 
has done for us.  More on that in a moment, but first some interesting facts on the people who 
visited our church this past year. 

In 2021 we had 31 first time visitors.  Four people came due to what we’ll call “word of 
mouth.”  Six people came from our new resident visits, and another six came from finding us 
on the internet.  But most of our first-time visitors, fifteen in total, came because someone 
already in our congregation invited them.   Overall, seventeen of our first-time visitors have 
stuck around and become a regular part of our congregation (an amazing 55%), which is a 
testimony to the love and vibrancy of our small church, but it all started with an invitation. 

As it happens, people finding a church because a friend or family member invited them has 
been the number one-way churches have grown since the very start.  Churches don’t grow 
because of a great ad in the newspaper, or because they have a great choir, or even because 
of a great preacher.  No, since the time of Jesus churches have grown because everyday 
people invite their everyday friends to come and be part of a life-changing community of 
faith.  That’s because growing the church is not the primary job of the church.  In fact, as soon 
as a church makes growing their church the number one priority, all kinds of mischief is 
afoot.  No, the primary job of the church is to make disciples and help build God’s Kingdom.  As 
it happens, churches that are actively making disciples will typically grow, but where you start 
makes all the difference. 

That is our agenda as well with the Newcomers and Neighbors Club.  We are offering the 
Newcomers and Neighbors Club as a service to our city¸ helping create the social glue that will 
benefit Casa Grande for years to come.  We are offering this Club as a service to our God, who 
seems to have a heart for community wherever it is found.  And of course, we are doing this as 
a way for us to make new friends, and specifically a way to make friends of people who might 
be particularly receptive to finding community by virtue of a recent move to Casa Grande (it’s 
all the rage, don’t you know!).  In the end we are seeking to be obedient to the One who has 
charged us to go and make disciples of all people. 

Thank you for your support of this unique (and outrageous?) outreach since we launched in 
June of 2021, and please continue to support this effort through your prayers, by inviting your 
friends who are far from God, but who might enjoy helping a neighbor or playing Texas 
Hold’em poker, to come to one of the monthly Meet and Greets, and you support this effort 
by simply showing up to be a friend.   

Sometimes when we are looking for our purpose in God’s Kingdom we tend to downplay who 
we are or what we can do.  It’s a stunning thought, but quite possibly God has made you 



uniquely you because there is someone else out there who is uniquely like you, who would 
want to be your friend, and who you might, in time, introduce to your other friend, Jesus. 

In His Name, 

Brant 

 
 MISSIONS/OUTREACH 

 

Just as it was in 2020, COVID-19 impacted many of the missions we support and most were 
shut down and unable to conduct traditional fundraisings. We were able to help them through 
the generous congregational giving and mission funds, for a total of $17,823 to: 
 

Seeds of Hope: $3825 

 

Home of Hope: $2544 - plus food and clothes 

 

Logos Christian Academy: $1790 - We were once again able to have their principal, Dr Ross 
deliver a message to us during our pastor’s absence. 
 

Habitat for Humanity: $7057 – The plan is to start new home construction in early 2022. 
 

Central Church: $500 - They are an ECO church being sued by PCUSA and have incurred a large 
legal debt. Session felt we should help. 
 

COVID-19 fund: $700 - Helped a person with moving expenses. 
 

Although many missions were impacted, we were still able to accomplish the following: 
 

Prison Ministry: The prisons reopened in Oct and some of our members along with other local 
church’s go there every Tuesday night and minister to the inmates. 
 

Neighborhood Help: The team helped 12 families/individuals throughout the year. Tasks 
included loading a truck for a move, computer diagnosis/fixes, changing air filters, lightbulbs, 
landscaping & sprinkler system repairs. 
 

Newcomers and Neighbors Club: The mission team supported the launch of this club, an 
outreach of our church to provide community for Casa Grande. In addition to financial 
support, the mission team has actively attended and promoted the various Club events. We 
look forward to continuing support in the coming year, and pray God’s blessing on this unique 
initiative. See Brant’s report for more info. 
 

McCartney Elementary School: We continue to meet at the flagpole the 2nd Wed of the 
month, to pray for the students, staff and their needs. 
 



Samaritans Purse: This year we chose them for our Christmas project. They have a program 
called Shoe Boxes for children. Members filled 27 boxes with toys and sundry items for 
children around the world. 

 
WORSHIP TEAM 

 

The beginning 2021 Worship team members were Nelson Moore, Mary Moore, Linda Smith, 
Cathy Taylor, Lisa Koster and team leader, Richard Taylor.  Lisa, a beautiful voice on the Praise 
team, left the team as she moved away.  She and Charlie Leniger from the previous year are 
sorely missed. We meet every month and plan our Sunday worship as well as other special 
services such as Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday and Christmas Eve.  Our only focus and 
goal, is how can we honor and glorify the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
 

This year in our culture continued to be a challenging one as the Covid-19 virus continued to 
spread rapidly resulting in many hospitalizations and death.  This year we only had one Sunday 
in February where we had to do a video message.  Dr. Brant Baker continued to bring us 
inspiring and challenging messages.  Some of the teaching series include Stories of Life about 
Hope, Faith, Good, Truth, Joy and Living.  Brant also taught a series on the Ten 
Commandments for today, the longest series was 14 weeks on the Book of Romans.  On May 
23rd, The Rev. Bob Simmons presided over our formal ECO Charter and Installation Service 
making us a full-fledged ECO church us a church plant. 
 

Linda Smith creates and prints our bulletins and our monthly newsletter.  Richard, Linda and 
Mary Moore (keyboard), Rob Shuster (cajon) and Brant playing the guitar (and Banjo) lead us 
in music each week.   Nelson Moore serves as Head Usher and Greeter and records weekly 
attendance.  Ken Hodson and Gary Schmadeke help with the morning offering each Sunday. 
We celebrate the Lord’s Supper the first Sunday of each month both by intinction and passing 
the plates.  Covid-19 forced us to use individual prepackaged juice and wafer instead of the 
traditional practices.  The Lord’s Supper is also served on special services such as Maundy 
Thursday and Christmas Eve.  Nelson, Dr Baker and Karen and the whole team arrive early 
each Sunday to set up the room and the musical instruments and a last-minute practice of the 
songs. 
 

EDUCATION REPORT  
 

ADULT EDUCATION 

 

Throughout 2021 we conducted a series of classes on Communion. We explored how 
Communion relates to how God interacts with Humanity and the Church, how Satan attempts 
to mimic this interaction and how this might relate to future events mentioned in the Bible. 
 

 
 



SMALL GROUPS 

 

Brant's Small Group has 12 members and are currently going through Dennis Prager’s 
commentary on Genesis. 
 

Small Group consisting of the Taylor's, Greenwood's, Moore's, Carol Smith and Linda Smith are 
studying Praying the Psalms. 
 

Small Group with Derek, the Schuster's, Littles, and Shay have been studying the Screwtape 
Letters. 
 

Men's Bible Study has been meeting at 11 AM on Thursday.  
 

Men’s Bible Study  

The Men of the church meet each Thursday at 11:30am, all men are welcome, and you can 

bring a sack lunch if you like. If you would like to be part of the Bible study, please just show 

up or if you have questions, you can call Pastor Brant (520-876-2888 or 480-458-7628). 

 Neighborhood Help Team  

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a little bit of 

help. We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some landscape trimming on 

the 4th Saturday of each month. Contact Nelson Moore in person or call him @ 520-483-0461. 

February Calendar 

2 We Got Game, 2:00pm Carol Smith’s 

5 Spinners, 7:30am, meet at L’Grande Café 

5 Texas Hold’em Poker Group, 4:00 – 6:30pm, at Maggie Hendrickson’s 

6 Communion 

6 Annual Congregational Meeting after service  

9 Prayers at the flagpole, 9:00am, McCartney Ranch Elementary 

9 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol Smith’s 

10 Worship Team Meeting, 1:00pm 

12 Books Are Best, 2:30pm, L’Grande Café 

12 Newcomer & Neighbors Club Valentine’s Party at The Lakes Clubhouse, 4:00-6:00pm. 

 Bring a chocolate dessert, drinks will be provided. 

16 Crazy Crafters, 2:00pm at the downtown library 

17 Ladies Luncheon, 12:30pm at The Olive Garden 

17 Session Meeting, 6:00pm 

19 Neighbor Helping Neighbor, 7:30am, meet at L’Grande Café 

20 Adult Sunday School, 11:25-noon 



23 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol Smith’s 

26 World Problem Solvers, 8:30am at L’Grande Café 

 

February Birthdays 

10 Ming Li 

14 Janine Little 

16 Nelson Moore 

18  Barbara Dorsey 

 

February Anniversaries 

21 Len & Pauline Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 


