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Pastor’s Ponderings 
 
I don't know about you, but most of what I do in the day seems good and needful and right. 
Tending to my work, my family, my health; cleaning up little spills; listening to someone who 
needs to be heard. 
  
But each task, each chore, each act of kindness takes a little more of the finite time in the day, 
and soon I find that my time is all gone.  I can sometimes forget that it is God's time to begin 
with, and that God can well decide when my day is full and it's time to be at peace.  I have my 
list, I feel I can't stop until it's all done, and at Christmas time it only seems that there is more 
to do! 
  
In an advent reflection Loretta Ross-Gotta asks, "What if on Christmas Eve people came and 
sat in the dim pews and someone stood up and said, 'Something happened here while we 
were all out at the malls, while we were baking cookies and fretting about whether we bought 
our brother-in-law the right gift: Christ was born. God is here.'" 
  
Here is a simplicity as compelling as the manger, a stillness as deep as a snow-blanketed 
landscape.  Into the midst of all our busy do-gooding and list-checking comes the Word that 
brings us up short—Christ is born.  He is why we do a good portion of what we do, and at the 
end of the day, He is all that matters. 
  
The season of Advent is observed the four weeks before Christmas.  There are a number of 
facets to Advent, but the dominant theme is one of anticipation.  We spend time remembering 
the anticipation of that first inbreaking of God’s Messiah, and awaiting God’s renewed 
inbreaking in our lives.   
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I’m going to try to not run too quickly through December, and especially through the discipline 
of waiting with anticipation that is central to Advent.  Like everyone else, I’m eager to open 
the Gift, but it is God’s good time, and so all in God’s good time.   
 
In Christ, 
 
Brant 
  

Newcomers and Neighbors Christmas Meet and Greet 
 

 Starting in December we are going to make every month’s Meet and Greet an open 
event for the whole club, essentially just giving us all one more chance each month to get 
together and enjoy one another’s friendship!!   
 The December Meet and Greet will be Thursday, December 9th.  Please bring a plate of 
your favorite Christmas treat to share (not required), and the Club will provide hot chocolate, 
eggnog, and Christmas punch.  We’ll end the night with a Christmas carol sing-a-long—mark 
your calendar! 
 

Men’s Bible Study 

The Men of the church meet each Thursday at 11:30am, all men are welcome, and you can 
bring a sack lunch if you like. If you would like to be part of the Bible study, please just show 
up or if you have questions, you can call Pastor Brant (520-876- 2888 or 480-458- 7628). FYI: 
There will be no Men’s Bible Study on November 11, 18, 25, & December 2. Will resume on 
Dec. 9.  

Neighborhood Help Team 

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a little bit of 
help. We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some landscape trimming on 
the 4th Saturday of each month. Contact Nelson Moore in person or call him @520-483-046. 

December Calendar 

1 We’ve Got Game, 1:00pm at Carol Smith’s 
2 Session Meeting, 6:00pm 
4 Spinners, 7:30am, meet at L’Grande Café 
4 World Problem Solvers, 8:30am, meet at L’Grande Care 
5 Communion 
5 Adult Sunday School, Pastor Brant teaching, 11:15-noon, title “Are You EAGER” 
8 Prayers around the flagpole at McCartney Ranch Elementary, 9:00am 
8 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol Smith’s 
9 Worship Team, 1:00pm 



9 Newcomer & Neighbors Club, first annual Holiday Party at 5:30pm in the Central Event 
Hall.  More information to follow. 

11 Neighbor Helping Neighbor, 7:30am, L’Grande Cafe 
11 Books Are Best, 2:30pm at L’Grande Café 

 

December Birthdays 

13 Rex Little 
25 Angelo Villanueva 
 
December Anniversaries 
No Anniversaries 
 
 

 


