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Pastor’s Ponderings 

This month we will celebrate Easter, which is of course a wonderful day of rejoicing in 
the resurrection.  It is a day for sunshine (we hope), spring colors, lilies, and joy! 

But on the way to the cross we must go through Holy Week.  As we continue to consider 
the cross of Jesus Christ, I would recommend to you reading the nineteenth chapter of John’s 
gospel, where we find the culmination of all that Jesus endured on what we call Maundy 
Thursday, leading to his cross and the utterance of his final words, “It is finished” (John 
19:30).   

The first thing for us to notice is that these words are not an admission of defeat, but 
almost a cry of victory.  Another way to say this is that death is a part of his work, part of God's 
plan, part of saving the lost. 
 And this relates to the second thing that we must notice: that Jesus' death is part of the 
gospel, part of the good news.  In fact, the death of Jesus is so much a part of this good news 
that Paul makes this a part of the Communion liturgy as given to us in 1 Corinthians 11. 

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the  
night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he  
broke it and said, "This is my body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of me." In  
the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying, "This cup is the new  
covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me." For  
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until 
he comes.    -- 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

 

As often as we eat the bread and drink the cup, we proclaim...not his incarnation, not 
his resurrection, not his ascension.  No, we proclaim His death on a cross, because it is that 
death that saves us, and also informs how we live life, day-to-day. 

Finally, the third thing we should notice is that what is finished for Jesus is just a 
beginning for those of us who follow Jesus.  The work of doing the will of the Father continues 
for us, dying to self and living only to serve God.  Here’s my view: that while this life seems too 
real to us just now, it is only a brief blip when compared to the eternity that is to come.  And in 
eternity it’s not really going to matter a whole heck of a lot what possessions we were able to 
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acquire, what pleasures we were able to gain for ourselves, what awards, promotions, and 
honors might have come our way.  What is going to matter is whether or not you and I 
performed the works of God: not only receiving the daily bread that Jesus gives, but passing it 
on to the hungry world around us, and as we do, as we receive and pass on the bread of life, 
proclaiming the good news of his death until he comes again. 
 

I hope to see you at our Maundy Thursday service on Thursday, April 14th, at 7:30pm 
(following the Newcomers and Neighbors mixer at 5:30--if you’re able come to both, 
otherwise come to the service at 7:30).  And then, I hope to see you as we celebrate our 
resurrection joy! 

He is Risen! 

Brant 

P.S. Invite someone to Easter service with you! 

 

From the Clerk 
 

Our Session, which now consists of Moderator Brant Baker, Ruling Elders Derek Moore, 
Richard Taylor, Gary Schmadeke, and Linda Smith, voted for Mary Moore to continue in her 
position as Clerk of Session and for Derek Moore to continue his position as Treasurer for our 
congregation. Rob Shuster will continue to be Covenant’s bookkeeper. Together they will all 
continue in faithful service to our Lord and to our congregation.  
 

Thank you, generous congregation, for donating an extra $1000 this past month over and 
above your faithful tithes and offerings to help in Ukrainian relief.  
 

We will be having our Maundy Thursday service consisting of music, scripture, prayer and the 
Lord’s Supper at 7:30 PM on Thursday, April 14. 
 

Men’s Bible Study 

The Men of the church meet each Thursday at 11:00am, all men are welcome, and you can 

bring a sack lunch if you like. If you would like to be part of the Bible study, please just show 

up or if you have questions, you can call Pastor Brant (520-876-2888 or 480-458-7628).  

 

Neighborhood Help Team 

The Neighborhood Help Team is continuing a service for those who could use a little bit of 

help. We would like to help you in replacing A/C filters or with some landscape trimming on 

the 4th Saturday of each month. Contact Nelson Moore in person or call him @ 520-483-0461. 

 

 



April Calendar 

2 Bicycle Spinners, 7:30am, meet at L’Grande Café 

2 Texas Hold’em Poker, 4:00-6:30pm at Maggie Hendrickson’s 

3 Communion 

6 We’ve Got Game, 2:00pm at Carol Smith’s 

9 Books Are Best, 2:30 at L’Grande Café 

10 Palm Sunday 

13 Prayers at the flagpole, McCartney Ranch Elementary, 9:00am 

13 Prayer Night, 6:30pm at Carol Smith’s 

14 Worship Team, 1:00pm 

14 Newcomer and Neighbors Club, 5:30pm 

14 Maundy Thursday Service, 7:30pm 

15 Good Friday 

16 Passover 

17 Easter Sunday 

16 Neighbor Helping Neighbor, 7:30am, meet at L’Grande Café 

20 Crazy Crafters, 2:00pm, Downtown Library 

21 Session Meeting, 1:00pm 

23 World Problem Solvers, 8:30am, L’Grande Café 

28 Ladies Luncheon, location, TBD 

 

April Birthdays 

2 Karen Baker 

2 Ken Hodson 

2 Linda Smith 

27 Lori Polito 

 

April Anniversaries 

27 Nelson & Mary Moore 

 

 

 

 

 


