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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________

Dear St. Stephen's Community,

It was such a joy to worship with you on Sunday, to see several of you for drive-up communion, and to
 see saints near and far on the livestream. And yet there is still a sense of loss for me in not being able 
to gather everyone together.

I've been reflecting on the mixture of joy and grief that is our life together these days. I've felt such joy
 in beginning my work as a priest in such a resilient and creative community as St. Stephen's, and in 
getting to know so many wonderful saints here and hear your stories. At the same time, I've felt a deep
 sense of loss in not being able to engage together the way we might like with food and drink and music 
and togetherness. I imagine many of us have felt a similar mixture, even though our vocations and life 
situations differ.

There are so many new beginnings and lifelong loves and joyous movements of the Spirit to celebrate 
among us, and yet there's still a sense of loss--lost of time, loss of connection, loss of health, and some 
losses we're not even able to articulate yet.

This week I want to invite us to be attentive to both the joy and the loss--to take them as they come, to 
breathe and pray through them, and to share them in this loving community we have. God is with us 
wherever we are in the mix, and we are with each other.

Peace,
Dr. Joanna

*** ANNOUNCEMENTS ***

Harmonie Hikers: Winter Edition is this Saturday!
Please join us at Harmonie State Park THIS SATURDAY, February 12 at 10:00 a.m. for a winter hike.
 We'll meet in the parking lot by the swimming pool. Contact Dr. Joanna (jbenskin@ses.cdsp.edu, 
512.784.0588) with any questions or to let her know you're coming!

Vestry
Tuesday, February 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Star words -- in the back of the church is a basket of words that are offered to serve as a guide for 
the year to come. Some are word side up and you are invited to pick one that speaks to you.  If you
 prefer,  you can draw one from the upside down ones to pick a "surprise" word.  

Giving Envelopes -- for 2022 are available for pick up in the back of the church for those who use them. 
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*~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~*
LITURICAL CALENDAR

Feb 13, 2022
Jeremiah 17:5-10
Psalm 1
1 Cor. 15:12-20
Luke 6:17-26
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We ask for Continued Prayers:

Feb 20, 2022
Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42
1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50
Luke 6:27-38

Feb 27, 2022
Exodus 34:29-35
Psalm 99
2 Cor.3:12-4:2
Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

For those who celebrate Birthdays in Feb:
The church, its members, and its mission; Michael, our
Presiding Bishop; Jennifer, our Bishop; Mauricio, Bishop 
of our companion Diocese of Brasilia; our companions at
Transfiguration Church in Nuevo Progreso, in the Diocese of 
Southeastern Mexico and their Bishop, Julio; for the people 
ofthe Diocese of Haiti, especially Saint Andrew’s Parish in 
Mithon, for the Venerable Jean Michelin.
The nation and all in authority; The welfare of the world.
 For all who suffer from hardships – physically, emotionally, 
or financially; Healthcare workers; Drew Phillips, his mom
Kelly, & his family; Richard; Margaret; Steve

And for those serving in the Military:
 EB; Alex; Caitlyn; Brady; Jackson; Tessa; All who serve;
Troops who were recently deployed

Those who have died:
All who have died from COVID 19; All who have died from 
violence

 "St. Stephen's bell tower reflected in a
 pyx (communion box) during drive-up 
communion on Sunday." 

Feb  2 – Claire Mumford
Feb 10 – Jacob Mumford
Feb 19 – Benton Frisse
Feb 21 – Shirley Hatfield
Feb 25 – Ivy Singleton
Feb 27 – E.B. Mumford
Feb 28 – Robin Davis

For those who celebrate Anniversaries in Feb:
Feb 18 – Darrell & Vickie Harris
Feb 23 – David & Vicki Campbell

And for Safety in Travel for:
All truck drivers and delivery persons; All who
 are traveling in storms this week

Blessings:
Dr. Beth's successful half marathon & safe return; 
Pets that bring us joy; Jacob's successful move to
 Brooklyn, NY; Drew's continued recovery & 
progress

*^*~~~~~~*^*~~~~~~*^*~~~~~~*^*~~~~~~*^*~~~~~~*^*


