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Dear People of St. Stephen's,  
 

This week's newsletter is a tribute to our eldest parishioner, Geneva Hall, who passed away last week at the age of 103.  Given 

that Geneva loved music and the ability to hear was very important to her, the family has agreed that any memorial donations 

received may be used to help purchase new speakers for the church. 
 

Here is the homily from her burial on Saturday, February 19th:  

Texts: Isaiah 26:6-9; Psalm 23 KJV; 1 Cor 15: 20-26, 35-37, 42-44, 53-58; John 6:37-40 

First a note of explanation:  I didn’t know Geneva nearly as long as a lot of you here gathered.  I will speak from what I 

know, and admit that many of you know much more. When someone dies at 103, it is like that. 
 

I can’t tell you how many times I visited Miss Geneva over the years. 
 

I CAN tell you that she was the first person I ever brought Communion to at the nursing home here in New Harmony.  I can 

also tell you that she was the most recent person I brought Communion to at the nursing home here in New Harmony. 
 

Other people would come and go at New Harmony Health Care. later, Premier 

Health Care, but Miss Geneva, would always be there or so I thought. Until now. 
 

I would show up in the afternoon and even when she was napping, she would 

joyfully wake up, pearls around her neck, a smile on her face and a sparkle in her 

eye. 
 

Even though hearing was a challenge for Miss Geneva, she would follow the 

Communion service and join in the prayers with all the words she could 

remember.   She would ask how things were at church, using the Episcopal language 

as in “How many communicants do you have?”  For this service, she had picked out 

music, the organist, and one of the readers and put her wishes in writing and gave 

that information to multiple people.  If you are wondering why we are having 

Communion today, it is because Geneva Hall wrote the words, “If a priest, there will 

be a Eucharist.” A true Episcopalian. 
 

She would tell me the story of how she came to St. Stephen’s to sing for Bishop 

Kirchoffer in 1951, the day after being his dance partner for the Minuet, an 

18th century social dance, and how she never left. I don’t remember which hymn she 

sang for Bishop Kirchoffer that Sunday but I know SHE did until the very end of 

her life.  Now matter how many times she told that story, I never tired of it.  It was 

Geneva’s story of faith.  Faith in God, faith in Jesus and faith in the Church. All 

important parts of her life and our life with her. 
                                                                                                                                                                (Geneva Hall listening to St. Stephen’s Service on Facebook, prior to receiving Holy Communion) 

 I remember the digital picture frame with pictures of houses, rooms, yards, people and dogs.  She would tell me what and 

who they were, over and over again. I remember the phone with the big numbers that her son, John would call her on every 

day at 4:30 PM.  If you were late or missed a day, John, I never heard about it. She also enjoyed visits from Charles and 

Sally Huck. 
 

 Miss Geneva had a mind like a steel trap.  She read and played Clabber, that southern Indiana card game, the rules of which 

I have yet to understand.  She loved flowers, cards, and most of all, Holy Communion and news of the church.  What we 

were doing, and who was there.   After the pandemic lockdown was over, I brought an iPad to the nursing home so that she 

could watch a part of one of our services on Facebook. Miss Geneva held it up to her right ear so that she could sing the 

hymn with the recording.  That image was priceless.                                                      (continued) 
 



So now we bury Geneva.  And we ready her for the fine feasts of rich food and wine, the singing and the dancing, and, above 

all, the heavenly hearing of all that is happening. 
 

 We remember her, as a mother, a grandmother plus a few greats, an aunt, a friend, a resident, and a singer of beautiful 

music.  Together, we celebrate her and cherish the love and generosity she has shown all of us over the course of her 103 

years. 
 

Paul writes in First Corinthians, “Therefore, my beloved, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in the work of the 

Lord, because you know that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.”  

That is what Geneva would want us to do. Excel in the work of the Lord. Amen.    
 

God's peace,  

                                                 ***************************** 

*** ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 
 

There are some flowers from Geneva's funeral in the back of the church that are free for the taking.  Please take and share.  
 

March 1:  5-7 PM in front of the Parish house.  Shrove Tuesday Sugar High Happy Hour (Weather permitting) 
 

Bring your favorite sweets (including pre-made pancakes, if you like) in two containers -- one for you and one to share-- 

to binge on the night before Wednesday.  Non-alcoholic beverages provided (likely hot cider and hot chocolate).  Contact 

Dr. Joanna if you would like to know more.  
 

March 1:  Ash Wednesday . Ashes to go between Noon and One on main street in New Harmony.  Exact location TBA 

next week -- this will happen rain or shine.  

Spoken Ash Wednesday service at 6 PM in the church (assuming we are out of the red zone)  
 

*~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~* 
 

LITURICAL CALENDAR 

 

Feb 20, 2022 

Genesis 45:3-11, 15 

Psalm 37:1-12, 41-42 

1 Cor 15:35-38, 42-50 

Luke 6:27-38 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

We ask for Continued Prayers: 

 

 

 

Feb 27, 2022 

Exodus 34:29-35 

Psalm 99 

2 Cor.3:12-4:2 

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43a) 
 

________________________________________________ 
 

For those who celebrate Birthdays in Feb: 

The church, its members, and its mission; Michael, our 

Presiding Bishop; Jennifer, our Bishop; Mauricio, Bishop  

of our companion Diocese of Brasilia; our companions at 

Transfiguration Church in Nuevo Progreso, in the Diocese 

of Southeastern Mexico and their Bishop, Julio; for the 

people  

ofthe Diocese of Haiti, especially Saint Andrew’s Parish in  

Mithon, for the Venerable Jean Michelin. 

The nation and all in authority; The welfare of the world. 

 For all who suffer from hardships – physically, emotionally,  

or financially; The Geneva Hall Family; Wes; Margaret & 

Richard; The Kevin Fleming Family; Rachel & Karen; 

Mick & Barb McConnel 

 

And for those serving in the Military: 

 EB; Alex; Caitlyn; Brady; Jackson; Tessa; All who serve 

 

Those who have died: 

All who have died from COVID 19; All who have died from 

violence; Geneva Hall; Pastor Kevin Fleming 

PAGE 2 of 3 

Feb  2 – Claire Mumford 

Feb 10 – Jacob Mumford 

Feb 19 – Benton Frisse 

Feb 21 – Shirley Hatfield 

Feb 25 – Ivy Singleton 

Feb 27 – E.B. Mumford 

Feb 28 – Robin Davis 

 

 

For those who celebrate Anniversaries in Feb: 

Feb 18 – Darrell & Vickie Harris 

Feb 23 – David & Vicki Campbell 

 

 

 

And for Safety in Travel for: 

All truck drivers and delivery persons;  

 

Blessings: 

The Altar Guild 

 



 
 

Dr. Beth enjoying the sunshine on the church steps while waiting 
for drive-by communicants this past Sunday. 

 
 
 

 
 

Compline on the steps of the Roofless church this past Wednesday. 
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