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__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Dear St. Stephen's Community,  
 

This past weekend Dr. Joanna and myself, along with Linda Warrum and Carol Stratton participated in the Pathways retreat 

held at the New Harmony Conference Center.  It was wonderful to be part of the Christmas Tree lighting and see all the 

activities happening in town the next (and beautifully sunny) day, even if it was from a conference room window.  
 

As part of our retreat, we learned a good deal about how different people deal with change and loss from The Rev. Nathan 

Krikpatrick.  In the model he presented, there are three different approaches to change, each with their own strengths and 

challenges.  There are conservors, people who value tradition and are ill at ease when changes occur in liturgy or other 

congregational practices.  I am reminded of Gwen Hines: who can forget Gwen telling Karen Seal that one of the candles 

needed to be relit after morning prayer had already begun? That is a conservor.  On the other hand, she would remind us of 

her own family's role in WWII and our own stories as a church community.  Then there are pragmatists, people who are 

comfortable with change if they have studied and understand the reasons for making a change.  I am a pragmatist and that 

means, for example, that I am comfortable making a decision about how our congregation takes communion after I have 

done the research and gone through all the possibilities to determine both a reverent and safe way for us to receive 

communion.  And when I have different data, I may make a different decision but I won't be doing any deciding without 

some sort of process.  Finally, there are innovators, people who are most comfortable with the myriad of possibilities and 

whose enthusiasm is highest when things are in the midst of change. I don't have a local example, but the person that comes to 

mind on the national front is Elon Musk. the CEO of Tesla.  
 

The conservors remind us of our story and tradition, the innovators remind us of the constant possibilities and 

the pragmatists are the ones who hold both in tension to complete the actual tasks at hand. All three approaches bring their 

own gifts to the tables. If you are unsure which type you are, ask yourself this:  When we moved to the Parish House for 

services, what was my reaction?  Was I ill at ease because it was less than our customary space?  You are probably a 

conservor.  Was I okay with the transition once I understood the reasons behind the move?  You are a pragmatist.  Or was I 

excited about all the new possibilities that come with a new space?  You are likely an innovator.   
 

I offer this discussion because we have gone through a lot of changes in our community life in the past year and a half and, 

as much as I would like to say otherwise, more change is still ahead. Understanding our own as well as others' approach to 

change may be helpful.  
 

We also discussed the St. Stephen's Pathways project, and while the 

ideas are for Dr. Joanna to present, I am delighted with the progress 

of the Pathways team and Dr. J in designing events that will involve 

and enrich us all.  
 

Please join us for crafting this Wednesday afternoon if you are 

able.  If you do not have an inside craft, Dr. J will have 

options.  Pragmatist that I am, I will likely bring my Christmas 

Cards.  
 

                                                                                                                Attending Pathways to Vitality meeting this past weekend at the 
                                                                                                                                           New Harmony Inn Conference Center from left to right: The Rev. 
                                                                                                                                           Nathan Kirkpatrick, Dr. Joanna Berskin, Carol Stratton, Melissa 
                                                                                                                                           Hickman, Dr. Beth Macke and Linda Warrum 

God’s peace, 

 
 



The prompts for 2021 #AdventWord this week are: 
          December 6: Everlasting                                              December 12: Expectation 

December 7: Offering                                                  December 13: Share  

December 8: Messenger                                              December 14: Exult 

                                        December 9: Splendor                                                 December 15: Stir 

                                        December 10: Repent                                                  December 16: Gladness 

                                        December 11: Compassion 
 

*** ANNOUNCEMENTS *** 
 

ADVENT CRAFT DAY:   Please join us in the Parish House from 2 to 4 p.m. on Wednesday, December 8th for an 

Advent Craft Day!  Bring your own arts and crafts or whatever else you’d like to work on.  (Puzzles? Planners for 2022? 

Christmas cards to send?  Artistic skill is optional and all are welcome!)  We’ll put on some music and enjoy each other’s 

company.  Please plan to mask, and contact Dr. Joanna with any questions. 
 

“SOCK IT TO ME BASKET”  PATCHWORK CENTRAL is running low on travel-sized shampoos and deodorant 

for the shower guests.  The “Sock it to me” donation bucket and basket have been placed in the back of the church.  Vestry 

decided that both socks and toiletries donations will go to Patchwork Central.  We will collect the items until Sunday, 

December 12th  
 

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS  If you would like to order CHRISTMAS FLOWERS to be displayed in the church sanctuary, 

please add your name to the signup sheet in the back of the church.  The 8” potted poinsettias are $30.00; the deadline to 

order is December 15, 2021.  Please turn in the donations for flowers in an envelope marked “FLOWERS” in the offering 

plate, or into the church office.   
 

VESTRY:  Tuesday, December 28th  
 

*~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~ *~~~~~~* 

LITURICAL CALENDAR 
Dec 5, 2021 

Malachi 3:1-4 

Canticle 4 or 16 

Philippians 1:3-11 

Luke 3:1-6 

 

Dec 12, 2021 

Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Canticle 9 

Philippians 4:4-7 

Luke 3:7-18 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

We ask for Continued Prayers: 

 

Dec 19, 2021 

Micah 5:2-5a 

Canticle 3 or 15 

Hebrews 10:5-10 

Luke 1:39-45 

 

Dec 26, 2021 

Jeremiah 26:1-9, 12-15 

Psalm 31 

Acts 6:8-7:2a, 51c-60 

Matthew 23:34-39 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

For those who celebrate Birthdays in Dec: 

The church, its members, and its mission; Michael, our 

Presiding Bishop; Jennifer, our Bishop; Mauricio, Bishop  

of our companion Diocese of Brasilia; our companions at 

Transfiguration Church in Nuevo Progreso, in the Diocese of 

Southeastern Mexico and their Bishop, Julio; for the people of the 

Diocese of Haiti, especially Saint Andrew’s Parish in Mithon, for 

the Venerable Jean Michelin. 

The nation and all in authority; The welfare of the world. 

 For all who suffer from hardships – physically, emotionally, or 

financially; Mick & Barb McConnell Family; Steve; Richard; 

Rachel & Karen; Hazel Loebe Family; Sarah Booher 
 

And for those serving in the Military: 
EB; Alex; Caitlyn; Brady; Jackson; Tessa; All who serve 
 

Those who have died: 
Hazel Loebe; Ruth Knowling; All who have died from 

COVID 19; All who have died from violence 
 

Dec  6 – Mark Sellars 

Dec  6 – Vickie Harris 

Dec  7 – Mike Staubitz 

Dec 18 – Sara Pfister 

Dec 20 – Shane Harris 
 

For those who celebrate Anniversaries in Dec: 
Dec 16 – Rita & Robin Davis 

Dec 30 – Bish & Liz Mumford 

 
And for Safety in Travel for: 
All truck drivers and delivery persons; 
 

Blessings: 

Time with family; Long lives with loved ones 

 

 


