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From the Church Council                                                 
Dear Friends in Christ, 

As the council, we know our church family is longing for 
a return to in-person services. We all miss the 
comradeship and spirituality of worshipping together. – 
not to mention the fellowship we enjoy at the coffee 
hour. To that point, the council is beginning the process 
to determine when we can get back together.  Block by 
block we’re building the parameters and steps for the 
safe return of our faith family – a family with members 
mostly of a certain age.  An age that makes us more 
vulnerable to the virus. 

The council is thinking that any return will probably 
initially require masks, distancing in the sanctuary, hand 
sanitizing, no hand-shakes, no passing of the offering 
plates, - offerings will probably be collected upon exiting 
- careful cleansing of the restrooms and the sanctuary. 
Do we try to have both on-line and in-person services? 
We need a solution for our slow Wi-Fi. The list goes on.   

We’re especially in a quandary as we contemplate how 
to safely serve communion and whether or not to try to 
sing hymns – hymn singing is potentially identified as 
one of the chief spreaders of the virus.  We’re looking at 
area infection rates and studying state provided data. 

  

 

 

Most likely, when the state data registers green 
on their virus risk scale, we’ll feel more 
comfortable in resuming services. In the 
meantime, we ask for your prayers, support, and 
patience as the council tries to decern the safest 
way for gathering once again in fellowship and in 
worship. We’re longing to see you once again. 

Your servants in Christ,                                    The 
The Church Council 

 
 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

God’s purpose for our church is to invite all to worship and grow through study, fellowship and mission. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We want to thank Kay Crittenden, our heroic 2nd 

grade teacher, and Pastor’s wife, for reading 

scriptures each Sunday.  For teachers, the 

beginning of each school year is especially hectic.  

This year the challenge is even more difficult.  

Teachers have to provide both on-line and in-school 

instruction – really daunting and time consuming.  

Kay was having trouble trying to fit Pastor’s mid-

week taping of the services into her schedule. The 

solution?  Do all of the lessons on the same day – 

one after the other - for the next six weeks’ 

services. Brilliant! Did you notice that Kay changed 

clothing articles or accessories for each reading?  

She didn’t want you to think that 2nd grade teachers 

had only one outfit!  Our faith family really 

appreciates her dedication and sense of humor.  

Thank you, Kay! 
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and 
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the call 

of duty 
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Congratulations to Roger & Lois Michelson 

on their 70th Wedding Anniversary! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Dear Faith Family:  

You have clearly taken to heart the need for 

continued support of the ministry of Epiphany of 

Christ Lutheran. As previously stated: Council is 

extremely and truly grateful. 

As we are still unsure when we will be able to open 

our doors for actual worship, we are including the 

offering envelopes for September.  We sincerely 

hope that this may be the last time we need to do 

this.  Again, thank you so much for your support. 

Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with 

all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you 

may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.’.  

Hello from Minnesota!  

 We’re having a rather quiet summer but have seen 

most of our family members.  The virus is very low 

in northern Minnesota and we have no plans to 

return to AZ until later this Fall.  

 We have a new Pastor and family.  He will be 

installed this Sunday.  Only about 30 of us have 

returned to services and we wear masks and sit far 

apart. Our offering plate is by the door. 

 Roger has spent many hours refurbishing our 

parsonage.   Why? Pastor Stu, our former single 

pastor, was here about 9 years.  The new Pastor has 

a family with 6 members! 

Love, Roger and Lois 

 

 Mission Needs: 

September: Lutheran Social Services - contributions 

to assist with Aging/Disability, Children/Family, and 

Emergency Services    ------------------------  ----

October:   AJ Food Bank - (Superstition Community 

Food Bank) – Turkeys, canned goods,  contributions- 

November:  TLC (Transitional Living Centers))  -   

Men’s Hygiene Products or contributions------

Mission Donations: April to August - ----- 

$626 and Clothing Articles ---- Thank You!  

What Have You Been Doing Lately?? 

We’d love to hear how you are surviving this 

extended period of isolation.  If you have a story 

you’d like to share with your church family, send it 

to rhlarsen@msn.com and we’ll try to put it in the 

next newsletter.  

 

 

Greetings from Milton Shelver: 

I studied 1,974 pages of my Concordia Self-Study 

Bible for 3 to 4 hours per day for four months. It 

certainly was a good review of scripture and 

interesting commentary! Stay well! 
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