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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
November 21, 2021 

Christ the King Sunday 
 
Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever.  
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Let us come before the living God in confession. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor: God of mercy, 
 
Congregation: we open our hearts to you. Search us and know us. Reveal all that 
we keep inside. To you, O God, we confess our sins, known and unknown. Forgive 
us, renew us, and lead us in your ways of justice and peace. Make us reflections of 
the radiant love of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ.  
Amen. 
 
Beloved children of the Most High, you are gathered before the righteous judge who has mercy 
on all. Splash exuberantly in the waters of baptism, where sin is washed away in the river of 
life. Dwell peacefully in the loving arms of the one who nurtures all creation. Go forth boldly in 

the assurance that your sins are forgiven in the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

 
Congregation: Amen. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN            Come, thou Almighty King                                        408 
 

 
 

PAYER OF THE DAY 
                   

Pastor: Almighty and ever-living God, you anointed your beloved Son to be priest and sovereign 
forever. Grant that all the people of the earth, now divided by the power of sin, may be united 
by the glorious and gentle rule of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

   
Congregation: Amen. 
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First Reading                                     Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 
 

9As I watched, 
 thrones were set in place, 
 and an Ancient One took his throne, 
 his clothing was white as snow, 
 and the hair of his head like pure wool; 
 his throne was fiery flames, 

 and its wheels were burning fire. 
10A stream of fire issued 
 and flowed out from his presence. 
 A thousand thousands served him, 
 and ten thousand times ten thousand stood attending him. 
 The court sat in judgment, 
 and the books were opened. 
 
13As I watched in the night visions, 
 I saw one like a human being 
 coming with the clouds of heaven. 
 And he came to the Ancient One 
 and was presented before him. 
14To him was given dominion 
 and glory and kingship, 
 that all peoples, nations, and languages 
 should serve him. 
 His dominion is an everlasting dominion 
 that shall not pass away, 
 and his kingship is one 

 that shall never be destroyed. 

 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                     Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 93 
1The LORD is king, robed in majesty; 
the LORD is robed in majesty and armed with strength. 
 The LORD has made the world so sure that it cannot be moved. 
2Ever since the world began, your throne has been established; 
 you are from everlasting.  
3The waters have lifted up, O LORD, the waters have lifted up their voice; 
 the waters have lifted up their pounding waves. 
4Mightier than the sound of many waters, 
mightier than the breakers of the sea, 
 mightier is the LORD who dwells on high. 
5Your testimonies are very sure, 
 and holiness befits your house, O LORD, 
 forever and forevermore.    
 

 

Second Reading:                                   Revelation 1:4b-8 
 

4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us 
from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, 
to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 
 every eye will see him, 
 even those who pierced him; 
 and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 
So it is to be. Amen. 
 
8"I am the Alpha and the Omega," says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, 
the Almighty. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                            Congregation:  Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John 18                                                
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:                                         John 18:33-37 
 

33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, "Are you the King 
of the Jews?" 34Jesus answered, "Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about 
me?" 35Pilate replied, "I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed 
you over to me. What have you done?" 36Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not from this world. 
If my kingdom were from this world, my followers would be fighting to keep me from being 
handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not from here." 37Pilate asked him, "So 
you are a king?" Jesus answered, "You say that I am a king. For this I was born, and for this I 
came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 
voice." 
 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord   Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon:                                                                   Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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HYMN OF THE DAY     Jesus Shall Reign                                                434 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Pastor: Eternal God, you hold firm amid the changes of this world. Hear us now as we pray for 
the church, the world, and everyone in need. 
  

Pastor: God, you sent your Son Jesus to testify to the truth. We pray for preachers, 
missionaries, evangelists, and teachers who carry your forgiveness and love to the world. Fill 
their words and actions with compassion and kindness so that your truth will shine. God, in 
your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God, you sent your Son Jesus to liberate all of creation. We pray for all living things 
longing for the freedom to flourish, from ancient trees and wild grasses to endangered animals 
and rare insects. Give human beings compassionate hearts to care for them. God, in your 
mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God, you sent your Son Jesus to lead us into the way of peace. Direct the members of 
international alliances in choosing a nonviolent path toward the future. Give them the humility 
and wisdom to make just decisions to benefit all. God, in your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God, you sent your Son Jesus to make us into your own people, set free to serve you. 
We pray for people who serve the well-being of others, especially ministries in our community 
including Genesis Project, Hope Women’s Center, Superstition Community Food Bank, Jose’s 
Closet, Project Help. Renew them in their work. God, in your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God, you sent your Son Jesus to rule in all times and places. We pray for the friends of 
our congregation who are unable to join our worship in person and for all who are sick and 
suffering. Join their prayers with ours and unite them with us in the body of Christ. God, in 
your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  
Pastor: God, you sent your Son Jesus to be our beginning and our ending. We give thanks for 
those whose lives have given us a glimpse of Jesus' reign of justice and peace. Empower us to 
join their witness. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
Pastor: God our hope and strength, we entrust to you all for whom we pray. Remain with us 
always, through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
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Special Music  (10:30)                                            Christy Larson, Soloist 

                      Kay Johnson, Accompanist 
OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.                                          Congregation: And also with you 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Holy God, the earth is yours and everything in it, yet you have chosen to dwell among 

your creatures. Strengthen us to be your body for the world through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 
Pastor:  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
life with the words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who 
teaches us to pray, 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 
  

 
 
 
BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  God, the beginning and the end, who has written your name in the book of life, 

☩ bless and keep you in grace and peace from this time forth and forevermore. 

  
Congregation: Amen 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                             634 
 

 
 



10 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Led on by the saints before us, go in peace to serve the Lord. 
 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. 

 

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

Revised Common Lectionary, © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

 

Lector: Fran LeVeque 

 

 

 
Altar Flowers are $22 

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to invite 
all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 

 
 

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 

Kay Crittenden  
 

in celebration of 
 

her students 
 

mailto:office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org

