
1 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
May 8, 2022 – 4th Sunday of Easter 

 

Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                                Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

 
 
 

CONFESSION and FORGIVENESS 
 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the strength of our ancestors, the builder of 

the city that is to come. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor: If we have died with Christ, we will also live with Christ. Let us confess our sin to the 
one who is faithful. 
 
Pastor: God our shepherd, 
 
Congregation: we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. 
We have not finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored 
strangers. We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious 
God. Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen 
for us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor: There is rejoicing in heaven when sinners repent. Put your trust in these promises: God 

will never leave you or forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake of ☩ 

Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 
 

 Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN           Christ the Lord Is Risen Today                                        369 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
                 

Pastor: O God of peace, you brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus Christ, the great 
shepherd of the sheep. By the blood of your eternal covenant, make us complete in everything 
good that we may do your will, and work among us all that is well-pleasing in your sight, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 

 

Special Music   The Lone Wild Bird                 Mary Pat Summers, Soloist 

             Kay Johnson, Accompanist 
 

First Reading                                                                                                                            Acts 9:36-43 
 

36Now in Joppa there was a disciple whose name was Tabitha, which in Greek is Dorcas. She 
was devoted to good works and acts of charity. 37At that time she became ill and died. When 
they had washed her, they laid her in a room upstairs. 38Since Lydda was near Joppa, the 
disciples, who heard that Peter was there, sent two men to him with the request, "Please come 
to us without delay." 39So Peter got up and went with them; and when he arrived, they took 
him to the room upstairs. All the widows stood beside him, weeping and showing tunics and 
other clothing that Dorcas had made while she was with them. 40Peter put all of them outside, 
and then he knelt down and prayed. He turned to the body and said, "Tabitha, get up." Then 
she opened her eyes, and seeing Peter, she sat up. 41He gave her his hand and helped her up. 
Then calling the saints and widows, he showed her to be alive. 42This became known 
throughout Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 43Meanwhile he stayed in Joppa for some 
time with a certain Simon, a tanner. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                          Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 23 (congregation part is in bold) 
 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; 
 for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.    
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 

 

Second Reading                                                                                             Revelation 7:9-17 
 

9After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, 
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, 
robed in white, with palm branches in their hands. 10They cried out in a loud voice, saying, 
 "Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!" 
11And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living 
creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12singing, 
 "Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom 
 and thanksgiving and honor 
 and power and might 
 be to our God forever and ever! Amen." 
13Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, "Who are these, robed in white, and where 
have they come from?" 14I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that knows." Then he said to me, 
"These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

 15For this reason they are before the throne of God, 
  and worship him day and night within his temple, 
  and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. 
 16They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; 
  the sun will not strike them, 
  nor any scorching heat; 
 17for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd,  
  and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, 
  and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes." 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 



5 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to John 10    Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                          John 10:22-30 
 

22At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, 23and Jesus 
was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. 24So the Jews gathered around him and 
said to him, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly." 
25Jesus answered, "I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father's 
name testify to me; 26but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. 27My 
sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me. 28I give them eternal life, and they will 
never perish. No one will snatch them out of my hand. 29What my Father has given me is 
greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father's hand. 30The Father and I are 
one." 
 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord                      Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon                                                                                          Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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HYMN OF THE DAY         Bless Be the Tie That Binds          656 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Pastor: Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 
church, people in need, and all of creation. 
  
Pastor: Gentle Shepherd, enable your church to respond to the voice of Jesus. Give us unfailing 
trust, unafraid to join in Jesus' work of renewing all things. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Feed your people at the table of creation. Prepare a safe place for those whose 
environments are dangerous or unhealthy, especially those making difficult journeys. Prosper 
your creation for the sake of every living thing. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Warm the hearts of all who celebrate and all who mourn on Mother's Day. Accompany 
those yearning to be mothers. Help us to heal from broken family relationships and open us to 
receive your nurturing love from all who serve mothering roles in our lives. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Seek out those who weep while they await healing or consolation. Set people in their 
path who can provide the care they need, and wipe away every tear from their eyes. God, in 
your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Inspire the words of prophets and saints who employ innovative imagery to stretch our 
understanding. Send Christ to instruct us with motherly care. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  
Pastor: Enfold us in the great multitude of saints from every nation, from all tribes and peoples 
and languages. Wash us in your saving grace every day, guiding us to your waters of life. God, 
in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

 
Pastor: Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing. Open 
our hands to receive your gifts. Open our hearts to embrace your gifts. Open our lives to live 
grace. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
 

  

THANKSGIVING for THE WORD 
 

Pastor: Through Jesus, your Word made flesh, you speak to us and call us to witness: 
forgiveness through the cross, life to those entombed by death, the way of your self-giving 
love. For your Word of life, O God,  
 
Congregation: we give you thanks and praise, through your Son, who teaches us to 
pray: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

BLESSING  
 

BLESSING 
 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 
 

Congregation: Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN            Have No Fear, Little Flock                                       764             

 

 
 

Text and music © 1973 Concordia Publishing House 

 

 

 

 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 

Leader: Go with Christ into a weary world and share the good news. 
 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

Revised Common Lectionary, © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

Lector: Brad Johnson 
 

 
Altar Flowers are $22 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
(208)283-6491 

pastorstevecrittenden@gmail.com 
  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to 
invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 

 
Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 

 
Eldon & Jeanette Peterson 

 

In celebration of 
 

their 62nd wedding anniversary 
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