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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
June 6, 2021 

2nd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, 

the God of mercy. 
  
Congregation: Amen. 
Pastor:  Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, let us confess our sin. 
  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: God, our provider, 
Congregation:  help us. It is hard to believe there is enough to share. We question 
your ways when they differ from the ways of the world in which we live. We turn to 
our own understanding rather than trusting in you. We take offense at your 
teachings and your ways. Turn us again to you. Where else can we turn? Share with 
us the words of eternal life and feed us for life in the world. Amen. 
 
Pastor: Beloved people of God: in Jesus, the manna from heaven, you are fed and nourished. 

By Jesus, the worker of miracles, there is always more than enough. Through Jesus, ☩ the 

bread of life, you are shown God's mercy: you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. Amen. 

 
 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN                     A Mighty Fortress                                       504 

 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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PAYER OF THE DAY 
                   

Pastor: All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. 
Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of the 
same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Reading                          1 Samuel 8:4-20 

Then all the elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel at Ramah, 5and said to 
him, “You are old and your sons do not follow in your ways; appoint for us, then, a king to 
govern us, like other nations.” 6But the thing displeased Samuel when they said, “Give us a 
king to govern us.” Samuel prayed to the LORD, 7and the LORD said to Samuel, “Listen to the 
voice of the people in all that they say to you; for they have not rejected you, but they have 
rejected me from being king over them. 8Just as they have done to me, from the day I 
brought them up out of Egypt to this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so also they 
are doing to you. 9Now then, listen to their voice; only—you shall solemnly warn them, and 
show them the ways of the king who shall reign over them.” 10So Samuel reported all the 
words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. 11He said, “These will be the 
ways of the king who will reign over you: he will take your sons and appoint them to his 
chariots and to be his horsemen, and to run before his chariots; 12and he will appoint for 
himself commanders of thousands and commanders of fifties, and some to plow his ground 
and to reap his harvest, and to make his implements of war and the equipment of his 
chariots. 13He will take your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and bakers. 14He will take 
the best of your fields and vineyards and olive orchards and give them to his courtiers. 15He 
will take one-tenth of your grain and of your vineyards and give it to his officers and his 
courtiers. 16He will take your male and female slaves, and the best of your cattle and 
donkeys, and put them to his work. 17He will take one-tenth of your flocks, and you shall be 
his slaves. 18And in that day you will cry out because of your king, whom you have chosen for 
yourselves; but the LORD will not answer you in that day.” 19But the people refused to listen 
to the voice of Samuel; they said, “No! but we are determined to have a king over us, 20so 

that we also may be like other nations, and that our king may govern us and go out before us 
and fight our battles.” 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                     Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 130 
 

1Out of the depths 
 I cry to you, O LORD; 
2O LORD, hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
 O LORD, who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
 in order that you may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
 in your word is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those 

who keep watch for the morning, 
 more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
 with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
 from all their sins. 

 

Second Reading:             2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
13But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—"I believed, 
and so I spoke"—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised 
the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, 
everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
 
16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is 
being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal 
weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what 
cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
 
5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, a 
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                            Congregation:  Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark 3                                                    
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:                                            Mark 3:20-35 
[Jesus] went home; 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the disciples] 
could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, for people were 

saying, "He has gone out of his mind." 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem said, 
"He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out demons." 23And he called them 
to him, and spoke to them in parables, "How can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided 
against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house 
will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot 
stand, but his end has come. 27But no one can enter a strong man's house and plunder his 
property without first tying up the strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 28Truly 
I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they utter; 29but 
whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but is guilty of an 
eternal sin"—30for they had said, "He has an unclean spirit." 
 
31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and called 
him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, "Your mother and your brothers 
and sisters are outside, asking for you." 33And he replied, "Who are my mother and my 
brothers?" 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, "Here are my mother and my 
brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister and mother." 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord   Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon:                                                                   Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day                      Loving Spirit                                              397 
 

 
     

Text © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company 

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Pastor: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
  
Pastor: God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe. Unify us in service of the 
gospel, that we may work together as beloved siblings to share your love with all. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near 
to us and diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with 
reverence, seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your beloved 

creation. Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean 
spirits of greed and fear, that we may work in solidarity with one another for the common 
good. Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need. Encourage 
those who have begun to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit. Lord, in your 
mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon 
things eternal, that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more 
people. Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  
Pastor: God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time 
and place. We give you thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy. Lord, in 
your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
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OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.                Congregation: And also with you 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Creator God, you made everything, and you provide for every need. Fill us with your 
love; let that love flow through us to others; and join us to the saints before us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
  

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
 Congregation:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Congregation:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
Pastor: It is indeed right, and our joy, that we at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on the day of 
resurrection overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn, saying: 
 
Congregation:    Holy are you, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are filled 
with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in your 
name.  Hosanna in the Highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 



9 

 

INVITATION 

Pastor:   Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 

TABLE BLESSING: 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you in his grace now 
and forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Pastor:  Living God, you have greeted us in our brokenness and nourished us with the body 

of Christ, broken for us. Risen to new life with you, send us now to bear your healing love 
into the wounded world, in the name of our risen Savior and Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy Spirit 

be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN   On Our Way Rejoicing                                       537 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the good 
news. Alleluia! 
 
Congregation: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

 
 
All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of  Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

 

Lector: Kay Johnson 
        

  

        
 

          Altar Flowers are $22.00 

   

 

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
is to invite all to worship,  grow through study, fellowship & mission. 

  

 

 

     

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 
  

 
 
 
 


