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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
June 13, 2021 

3rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who calls us into an everlasting hope, who 

guides us to the bread of life, who enlightens us with the spirit of wisdom. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor:  One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin against 
God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 
Pastor:   O God, our merciful redeemer, 
 
Congregation:  we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you 

in our neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the 
hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen us 
for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and for ☩ his 

sake, God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, beloved people of 
God. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN           Praise to the Lord, the Almighty                               858 
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PAYER OF THE DAY 
                   

Pastor: O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the world. Graft us into yourself 
and nurture our growth, that we may bear your truth and love to those in need, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Reading                         Ezekiel 17:22-24 
 

22Thus says the Lord GOD: 
 I myself will take a sprig 
 from the lofty top of a cedar; 
 I will set it out. 
 I will break off a tender one 
 from the topmost of its young twigs; 
 I myself will plant it 
 on a high and lofty mountain. 
23On the mountain height of Israel 
 I will plant it, 
 in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit, 
 and become a noble cedar. 
 Under it every kind of bird will live; 
 in the shade of its branches will nest 
 winged creatures of every kind. 
24All the trees of the field shall know 
 that I am the LORD. 
 I bring low the high tree, 
 I make high the low tree; 
 I dry up the green tree 
 and make the dry tree flourish. 
 I the LORD have spoken; 

 I will accomplish it. 

 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                     Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 92:1-4, 12-15 
 

1It is a good thing to give thanks to the LORD, 
 to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
2to herald your love in the morning 
 and your faithfulness at night; 
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre, 
 and to the melody of the harp. 
4For you have made me glad by your acts, O LORD; 
 and I shout for joy because of the works of your hands.  
12The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree, 
 and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon. 
13Those who are planted in the house of the LORD 
 shall flourish in the courts of our God; 
14they shall still bear fruit in old age; 
 they shall be green and succulent; 
15that they may show how upright the LORD is, 
 my rock, in whom there is no injustice. 

 

Second Reading:                       2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 
6So we are always confident; even though we know that while we are at home in the body 
we are away from the Lord—7for we walk by faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, 
and we would rather be away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9So whether we are 
at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. 10For all of us must appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each may receive recompense for what has been done in the 
body, whether good or evil. 
 
14For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for all; 
therefore all have died. 15And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for 
themselves, but for him who died and was raised for them. 
 
16From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though we 
once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way. 17So if 

anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything 
has become new! 
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                            Congregation:  Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark 4                                                    
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:                                            Mark 4:26-34 
 

26[Jesus said,] "The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter seed on the ground, 27and 

would sleep and rise night and day, and the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know 
how. 28The earth produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in the 
head. 29But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his sickle, because the harvest has 
come." 
 
30He also said, "With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable will we use 
for it? 31It is like a mustard seed, which, when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the 
seeds on earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of all shrubs, and 
puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade." 
 
33With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it; 34he did 
not speak to them except in parables, but he explained everything in private to his disciples. 
 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord   Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon:                                                                   Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day                      God Whose Farm Is All Creation                           734 
 
 

 
     

Text © Trustees of the late John Arlott 

Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Pastor: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
  
Pastor: Holy God, you plant the seeds of faith in every nation. Enliven your church, so that 
the good news of your grace may root and grow throughout the world. Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Creator, even the trees, shrubs, and flowers delight in your goodness. From the 
depths of the soil to the highest mountain, bring forth new plants. Restore growth to places 
suffering drought. Lord, in your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Judge of nations, we pray for our leaders and those in power. Grant them the ability 
to regard those under their charge with humility, dedicating their lives in service to others. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Divine comforter, you show compassion to those in need and provide relief to those 
who call on you. Bless all who suffer, especially people trapped in cycles of poverty and 
homelessness. Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Sovereign God, this house of worship belongs to you. We give thanks and pray for 
our church musicians. We dedicate to you the joyful noise that comes from this place; the 
melody of voice and instruments, and the songs from our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Eternal God, we give thanks for our ancestors in the faith who are now at home with 
you. We look forward to that day when we are reunited in your new creation. Lord, in your 

mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
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OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.                Congregation: And also with you 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Creator God, you made everything, and you provide for every need. Fill us with your 
love; let that love flow through us to others; and join us to the saints before us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, who teaches us to pray: 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 
BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy Spirit 

be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN      On What Has Now Been Sown                                       550 
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THE DISMISSAL 
Pastor:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of  Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

 

Lector: Kay Crittenden 
        

  

        
 

          Altar Flowers are $22.00 

June Mission Project Help 
 

 
Your Donation Helps Change Lives For The Better. Make A Donation Today. 

 
Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 

1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
Phone: 208-283-6491 

 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
is to invite all to worship,  grow through study, fellowship & mission. 

  

 

     

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 

Roger & Eileen Larson in celebration  

of their 55th Anniversary  

& 

Brad & Kay Johnson in celebration  

of their 56th Anniversary   


