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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
July 18, 2021 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 

forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism and confess 
our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor: God of mercy, 
Congregation: we confess that we have sinned against you, against one another, 
and against the earth entrusted to our care. We are worried and distracted by many 

things, and we fail to love you above all else. We store up treasures for ourselves 
and turn away from our neighbors in need. Forgive us, that we may live in the 
freedom of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor: When we were laid low by sin and guilt, God made us alive together with Christ, 

forgiving us ☩ all our trespasses by taking our sins to the cross. For freedom Christ has set us 

free: Rejoice in this good news! 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN           Lord Speak to Us, That We may Speak                    870 

 

PAYER OF THE DAY 
                   

Pastor: O God, powerful and compassionate, you shepherd your people, faithfully feeding and 
protecting us. Heal each of us, and make us a whole people, that we may embody the justice 
and peace of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
   
Congregation: Amen. 



3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reading                           Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the LORD. 
2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my 
people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not 
attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the LORD. 
 
3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven 
them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4I will 
raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or 

be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD. 

5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, 
and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the 
land. 6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by 
which he will be called: "The LORD is our righteousness." 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                     Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 23 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 
 I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 
 and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 
 and guide me along right pathways for your name's sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 
I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;  
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 
 and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.   

 

 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Second Reading:                  Ephesians 2:11-22 
 

11Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, called "the uncircumcision" by those who 
are called "the circumcision"—a physical circumcision made in the flesh by human hands—
12remember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth 
of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world. 
 
13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of 
Christ. 14For he is our peace; in his flesh he has made both groups into one and has broken 
down the dividing wall, that is, the hostility between us. 15He has abolished the law with its 
commandments and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place 
of the two, thus making peace, 16and might reconcile both groups to God in one body 

through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 17So he came and 
proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; 18for through 
him both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. 
 
19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with the saints and also 
members of the household of God, 20built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
with Christ Jesus himself as the cornerstone. 21In him the whole structure is joined together 
and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; 22in whom you also are built together spiritually into 
a dwelling place for God. 
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                            Congregation:  Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark 6                                                    
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:                             Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 

 
30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. 31He 
said to them, "Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while." For many 
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the 
boat to a deserted place by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, 
and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 
 
34As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they 
were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things. 
 
53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. 54When 
they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 55and rushed about that whole region 
and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, 
into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they 
might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord   Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon:                                                                   Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day                      Lord of All Hopefulness                                       765 
 

 
 Text © Oxford University Press 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Pastor: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
  
Pastor: Tend your church, O God. Encourage bishops, pastors, and deacons in their 
proclamation of the gospel. Raise up new leaders and encourage those pursuing a call to 
ministry. Embolden all the baptized to embody your love and justice. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Restore your creation, O God. Sustain croplands and pastures and safeguard all farm 
animals and livestock. Preserve lakes, rivers, and streams that offer refreshment. Revive 
lands recovering from natural disasters and protect coastlands threatened by rising oceans. 
Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Reconcile the nations, O God. Break down the dividing walls that make us strangers 
to one another and unite us as one human family. Equip leaders to deal wisely with conflict 
and guide diplomats who seek peaceful solutions. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Heal your people, O God. Look with compassion on immigrants, exiles, and all who 
are afraid or feel lost. Give rest to those who are weary, comfort to those who are grieving, 
and recovery to those who are ill. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Nourish this congregation, O God. Prepare a table where we receive food for our 
hungering spirits. Renew our commitment to provide for one another and revitalize our 
ministries of feeding and nurturing hungry neighbors. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
  
Pastor: You lead us home, O God. We give thanks for all who have died, now citizens with 
the saints. As you have received them into your heavenly home, so welcome all of us to dwell 
in your house forever. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your 
saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.                Congregation: And also with you 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 
given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting 
on this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. 
 
 

Congregation: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
  

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
 Congregation:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Congregation:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
Pastor: It is indeed right, and our joy, that we at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on the day of 
resurrection overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn, saying: 
 
Congregation:    Holy are you, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are filled 
with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in your 
name.  Hosanna in the Highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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INVITATION 

Pastor:   God invites you to this table of bounty. Come, the banquet is ready. 
 

TABLE BLESSING: 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you in his grace now 
and forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Pastor:  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished 

us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 
love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you 
have made; through Christ our Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  Live your lives in Christ, rooted and built up in him, and abound in thanksgiving; and 

the blessing of the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, be upon you and remain with you forever. 

 
Congregation: Amen 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN   Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us                         789 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of  Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

 

Lector: Eileen Larsen 
 
 
 
        

  

        
 

          Altar Flowers are $22.00 

   

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
is to invite all to worship,  grow through study, fellowship & mission. 

  

 

 

     

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 

Sandra Johnson in memory of Ray Johnson 

& 

Don Gimple in Celebration of his birthday this week.  

 


