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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
January2, 2022 

Second Sunday of Christmas 
 

Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                                Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 

 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who sends light 

to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
Pastor:   Loving God, 
  
Congregation:  we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our own 
ways.  Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we have not 
spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have hurt those we 
have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than others; we have 
thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, and give us a fresh 
start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have messed 
up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires of calling us beloved 

children.  Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ our 

Savior. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN                It Came Upon the Midnight Clear                             282 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our world 
with your beloved Son. By your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light 
of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

First Reading:                                                                        Jeremiah 31:7-14 
 

7For thus says the LORD: Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of 
the nations; proclaim, give praise, and say, "Save, O LORD, your people, the remnant of Israel." 
8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest 
parts of the earth, among them the blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, 
together; a great company, they shall return here. 9With weeping they shall come, and with 
consolations I will lead them back, I will let them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in 
which they shall not stumble; for I have become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn. 
10Hear the word of the LORD, O nations, and declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He 
who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep him as a shepherd a flock." 11For the LORD 
has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 12They shall come 
and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant over the goodness of the LORD, 
over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the flock and the herd; their life 
shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish again. 13Then shall the young 
women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be merry. I will turn their 
mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 14I will give the 
priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, says the LORD. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 147:12-20 (Congregation part in bold) 
 

12Worship the LORD, O Jerusalem; 
 praise your God, O Zion, 
13who has strengthened the bars of your gates 
 and has blessed your children within you. 
14God has established peace on your borders 
 and satisfies you with the finest wheat. 
15God sends out a command to the earth, 
 a word that runs very swiftly. 
16God gives snow like wool, 
 scattering frost like ashes. 
17God scatters hail like bread crumbs. 
 Who can stand against God's cold? 
18The LORD sends forth the word and melts them; 
 the wind blows, and the waters flow. 
19God declares the word to Jacob, 
 statutes and judgments to Israel. 
20The LORD has not done so to any other nation; 
 they do not know God's judgments. Hallelujah! 
 

Second Reading                                                                                            Ephesians 1:3-14 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the 
foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for 
adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the 
praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 7In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the 
mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ 
we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him 
who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first 
to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you 
had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked 
with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John 1          Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                   John 1:1-18 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 

in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 6There was 
a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the 
light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 10He was in the 
world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, 
who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of 
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 14And the Word became flesh 
and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of 
grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who 
comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 16From his fullness we have 
all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth 
came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close 
to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord                         Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
 

Sermon:                                                                                 Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           Away in a Manger                                                     277 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Pastor: Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
  

Pastor: You make yourself known in the gift of language in diverse forms. Draw our 
attention to those who communicate through sign, braille, and technology. Make your 
church a place where all methods of communication are celebrated. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Creating God, the sun greets us anew each morning. Thank you for waking us 
up today to witness and share your abundance. Awaken us always to your wisdom and 
deepen our care for your natural world. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Emmanuel, in your name we are assured that you are with us. Train nations and 
peoples to honor and respect one another, especially those whose names and identities 
have been mistreated, neglected, or oppressed. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: You adopt us as your beloved ones. Accompany parents and children navigating 
the adoption process, especially those in the foster system. Sustain those struggling with 
infertility or pregnancy loss. Tenderly embrace all in need. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: You journey with us through change. Guide those assuming new roles in this 
congregation or making transitions in their families, workplaces, or communities. As the 
seasons and the calendar change, equip us for unexpected challenges. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
  

Pastor: We give you thanks for all who modeled lives of loving service. Lead us in your 
grace until, with all your saints, we enter the fullness of your glory. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to 
you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                    LaVonne Hudson 

 

OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.                Congregation: And also with you 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer 

ourselves and these your gifts, prepare us to receive the grace and truth you offer at this table 
and renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
  

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
 Congregation:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Congregation:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  

Pastor: It is indeed right, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder 
and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant 
vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God 
whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn, saying: 
 

Congregation:    Holy are you, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are 
filled with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes 
in your name.  Hosanna in the Highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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INVITATION 

Pastor:   In Christ's manger, at Christ's table, come, see what God makes known for you. 
 

TABLE BLESSING 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you in his grace now 
and forever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Pastor:  We thank you, wondrous God, for Jesus, God with us, in these gifts of bread and wine. 
As we have shared this feast of love, strengthen us to share your love with all the world. 
In Jesus' name we pray. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
                

 
 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
 
Pastor: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  
 

Congregation: Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN                            Hark! The Herald Angels Sing                                        270             
 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King; 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 

Joyful, all you nations, rise; join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 
 

Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
Late in time behold Him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! Hail incarnate deity! 
Pleased as Man with man us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel! 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 

 
Hail, the heav'n born Prince of Peace!  

Hail, the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing in His wings. 

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the new-born King!" 
 

 THE DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Rejoice in Christ our Savior.         Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
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All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

Revised Common Lectionary, © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

 

Lector: Kay Crittenden 9:00 
           Fran LeVeque 10:30 

 

 

 
Altar Flowers are $22 

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
(208)283-6491 

pastorstevecrittenden@gmail.com 
  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to 
invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 

 

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 

Craig & Grace Ahlbrecht  
 

in celebration of 
 

Craig’s 83rd birthday, Jan 4 
 

And 
 

Don Gimpel  
 

In thanksgiving for 
 

Roger Mickelson’s help 
 

 

mailto:office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org

