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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
February 20, 2022 – 7th Sunday after Epiphany 

 

Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                                Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy 

endures forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Seeking reconciliation with God and neighbor, let us remember the gift of baptism 
and confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor: Most merciful God, 
 
Congregation: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We 
have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 
what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbor as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
 
Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 
his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
  

Congregation: Amen. 

 

 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN           Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us                            707 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
                   

Pastor: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may 
sow love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine 
master, that we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

 

First Reading                                                                                                                 Genesis 45:3-11, 15 
 

3Joseph said to his brothers, "I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?" But his brothers could not 
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.  
 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, "Come closer to me." And they came closer. He said, 
"I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5And now do not be distressed, or angry 
with yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. 6For 
the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which there 
will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on 
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8So it was not you who sent me here, but God; 
he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt. 9Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has 
made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. 10You shall settle in the land of 
Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children's children, as well 
as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. 11I will provide for you there—since there are 
five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that you have, will 
not come to poverty.' " 
 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked 
with him. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                          Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40 (congregation part is in bold) 
 
1Do not be provoked by evildoers; 
 do not be jealous of those who do wrong. 
2For they shall soon wither like the grass, 
 and like the green grass fade away. 
3Put your trust in the LORD and do good; 
 dwell in the land and find safe pasture. 
4Take delight in the LORD, 
 who shall give you your heart's desire.   
5Commit your way to the LORD; put your trust in the LORD, 
 and see what God will do. 
6The LORD will make your vindication as clear as the light 
 and the justice of your case like the noonday sun. 
7Be still before the LORD and wait patiently. 
 Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the one who succeeds in evil 
schemes. 
8Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; 
 do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.    
9For evildoers shall be cut off, 
 but those who hope in the LORD shall possess the land. 
10In a little while the wicked shall be no more; 
 even if you search out their place, they will not be there. 
11But the lowly shall possess the land; 
 they will delight in abundance of peace. 
39But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O LORD; 
 you are their stronghold in time of trouble. 
40You, O LORD, will help them and rescue them; 
 you will rescue them from the wicked and deliver them, because in you they 
seek refuge.        
 

Second Reading                                                                  1 Corinthians 15: 35-38, 42-50 
 

35But someone will ask, "How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?" 
36Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37And as for what you sow, you do 
not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. 38But 
God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body. 
 42So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is 
imperishable. 43It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in 
power. 44It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, 
there is also a spiritual body. 45Thus it is written, "The first man, Adam, became a living being"; 
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the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. 46But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, 
and then the spiritual. 47The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is 
from heaven. 48As was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man 
of heaven, so are those who are of heaven. 49Just as we have borne the image of the man of 
dust, we will also bear the image of the man of heaven. 
 50What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the 
kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke 6     Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                           Luke 6: 27-38 
 

[Jesus said:] 27"But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate 
you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. 29If anyone strikes you on the 
cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even 
your shirt. 30Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do 
not ask for them again. 31Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
 32"If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those 
who love them. 33If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For 
even sinners do the same. 34If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit 
is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. 35But love your enemies, 
do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be 
children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. 36Be merciful, just 
as your Father is merciful. 
 37"Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38give, and it will be given to you. A good 
measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the 

measure you give will be the measure you get back." 
 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord                      Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon                                                                                          Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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HYMN OF THE DAY             Light Dawns on a Weary World                                 726 

    

Text © 2002 GIA Publications, Inc. 

Music © 2000 William P. Rowan, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Pastor: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for 
the church, the world, and all that God has made. 
  
Pastor: You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow 
the leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as  
we have first received mercy. God of grace, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and 
all who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from 
buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace, 

 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all 
whose lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the 
voices that challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken 
relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose 
spirits are troubled. God of grace, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve 
conflicts with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to 
those who are lonely or grieving. God of grace, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  
Pastor: We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom. As you 

have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of 
resurrection. God of grace, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our 
prayers to you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
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SPECIAL MUSIC  You Are Mine         Barb & John Hussey 

                   Lorna West  

 

OFFERING PRAYER  

 
Pastor: Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 
us with these gifts: ourselves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, and what we have 
gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the one who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 
Pastor:  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
life with the words of your Son. Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
teaches us to pray: 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 
 

BLESSING  
 

 

BLESSING 
 
Pastor: God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, who spreads his arms in forgiveness, 

Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, ☩ bless you and bring you to life everlasting. 

 

Congregation: Amen 

 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN            God, When Human Bonds Are Broken                          603             

 

 
Text © 1980 Hope Publishing Company 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go with Christ into a weary world. Share the good news. 
 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
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___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

Revised Common Lectionary, © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

 

Lector: Sylvia Alberts (9:00) 
    Eileen Larsen (10:30) 
 

 
Altar Flowers are $22 

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
(208)283-6491 

  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to 
invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 

 
Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 

 

Roger & Eileen Larsen  
 

In thanksgiving for 
 

church volunteers 
 

 
 

 

mailto:office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org

