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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
April 4, 2021 

Resurrection of Our Lord:  Easter Day 
Prelude                                     Kay Johnson, Organist 

Welcome and Announcements 
  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
                                

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked  

at baptism, as the pastor begins.   
 
Pastor: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for these waters where you make us new, leading us from death 
to life, from tears to joy. 
 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsty earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water 
shared with strangers.  
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, 
and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen. 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
First Reading:                                                                                                      Isaiah 25:6-9 
On this mountain the LORD of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged 
wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this 
mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will 
swallow up death forever. Then the Lord GOD will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace 
of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the LORD has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, 
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the LORD for whom we 
have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
 
Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 
2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of the LORD 
acts valiantly! 
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 
17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  
18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 
19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 
21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my salvation.  
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 
23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Second Reading                                                                                            Acts 10:34-43 
Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 35but in 
every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the 
message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37That 
message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 
38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about 
doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39We are 
witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree; 40but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the people 
but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate and drank with him after he rose 
from the dead. 42He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one 
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him that 
everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.” 
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Gospel Reading (Please rise as you are able)                                               John 20:1-18 
Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and 
saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 
the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3Then Peter and the other disciple set 
out and went toward the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter 
and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but 
he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen 
wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, 
also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he 
must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 
11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and 
she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and 
the other at the feet. 13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They 
have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14When she had said this, 
she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus 
said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the 
gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and 
I will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have 
not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my 
Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’” 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 

 

 
SERMON                                                              Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC  
 

Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds 
 

Kay Johnson, Organ 
Bob McDowell, French Horn 

 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor:  Be known to us, O Lord, in the breaking of the bread, as you were made known to 
the disciples. Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives, that we may be your risen 
body in the world. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
   
Pastor: It is right and our joy that we at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 
you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived 
among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness should give way to your own brilliant 
light. Amen 

 
THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
  

  

INVITATION   

Pastor:   Now let us feast this Easter day on Christ, the bread of heaven. Hallelujah! 
 

TABLE BLESSING: 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you in his grace now 
and forever. Amen 
  

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Pastor:  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s death and resurrection you send light to 
conquer darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of heaven to nourish your people. 
Send us forth as witnesses to Jesus’ resurrection that we may show your glory to all the 
world; through the same Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen 
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God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
  

BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  May God who has brought us from death to life fill you with great joy. 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
  
Pastor:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the 
good news. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org  

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to invite all to worship, grow 

through study, fellowship & mission. 
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GATHERING HYMN                Jesus Christ is Risen Today                                365 
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HYMN OF THE DAY                 Alleluia! Jesus is Risen                                      377 

 
Text © 1995 Augsburg  Fortress 

Music © 1969 Contemporary worship 1, admin. Augsburg Fortress 
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SENDING HYMN                    Christ is Alive!  Let Christians Sing                               389 

 
 

Text © 1975, rev.1995 Hope Publishing Company 

 

 


