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A Message from the Presiding Bishop 

It is nearly Christmas. The evidence is all around – 

Christmas carols, decorations and preparations in 

our homes, in our churches and in the mall. That is 

not a bad thing. But we are also still in Advent. I 

want us to consider the deep and holy longing that 

is a part of this season. It is significant that the 

words of the prophets and the yearning of Israel in 

exile are so prominent in the lessons appointed for 

this season. The people longed for the Lord to 

come, to act, to redeem them, to take them home. 

They lived in Babylon, but their hearts were not 

there. I think Advent is that way for us. As 

Lutherans, we do not withdraw from the world but 

engage it believing that it is a gift. But we also 

know that it is not quite right, that there is 

brokenness and pain – the pain we experience, the 

pain others cause, the pain we cause others. In 

some ways Advent creates a certain restlessness.  

We become alert to the signs that something is 

approaching. (continued on back page) 

God’s Work – Our Hands 

Mission Schedule and Needs 

December: Project Help 

Gift Cards for Teens: fast food, clothing stores, etc. 

(We raised $82.46 for Jose's Closet in November.) 
 
 

 

 

Where’s the Advent Soup?? 

Beginning on Wednesday Dec. 11th we’ll start 

having our delicious soup luncheons following 

Advent worship services. As usual we need 

volunteers to bring their favorite soup recipes.  

There is a mild Christian competition as to who 

has the best chili or wild rice chicken soup.  

(What exactly are the ingredients in Soupa 

Toscana?)   There will be a signup sheet in the 

entrance hall.  We need 10 or more volunteers 

each week.               ---------So, dust off those 

recipe books. 

 

Welcome to our new 

members 

Jan Wigen                     

Linda Miller                   

Rev. Elaine and Mauro                              

-Silpala                      

Ruthann Scriver              

Jan Clapper                 

Phyllis Swanstrom         

Tim Killert                                      

------Carol and Douglas ----

--Thompson                          

Irene Clapper 

 

 

Sunday Schedule  

  1st Service at 9:00 AM  

Coffee and Fellowship 

at 10.00 AM in the 

Friendship Hall 

2nd Service at 10:30 AM 

Wednesday Advent 

Services 11:00 AM 
Regular Soup 

Luncheons starting on 

the 2nd Week of Advent 

– Dec. 11th 

 

God’s purpose for our church is to invite all to worship and grow through study, fellowship and mission. 

 

We cordially invite 

you to join our church 

family: 

Contact Pastor Steve for                      

Regular   Membership              

or                            

Associate Membership             

for our very welcome 

Winter Visitors. 
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DID YOU KNOW?? 

We collect aluminum cans, newspapers and other 

paper products in the yellow recycling dumpsters 

at the northwest end of the parking lot.  The 

proceeds from these collections go to help fund 

our Mission Projects.  Three of the dumpsters are 

for paper products, one is only for aluminum cans 

– they are labeled so it is easy to deposit in the 

correct dumpster.  What an easy way to help 

fund these important projects.   

THANK YOU! 

 
Are you 70 1/2 or older??  Do you have an 

Individual Retirement Account (IRA)?? 

Would you like to pay less income tax??                             

  If so, please keep reading!! 

The recently passed tax law raises the standard 

deduction to $12,000 for single filers and $24,000 

for married  couples. This means a lot of our 

members who used to itemize their tax deductions 

will start taking the standard deduction in 2018.                                                                       

  If you’ve been using the former charitable 

deduction to offset your IRA distributions, you 

may want to consider what’s commonly referred 

to as a “Charitable Rollover”. A Charitable 

Rollover allows you to give directly from your 

IRA without having to pay taxes on that 

distribution. In effect you can now get both the 

standard deduction plus an additional deduction 

for your church donations. Because we’re in the 

Jesus business, not the tax business, please consult 

your tax advisor before doing a Charitable 

Rollover. We just want to make sure you’re 

aware of this opportunity.  Thank you for your 

gifts, no matter how you give. 

BOOK CLUB:  

We will meet on Wed. Dec. 11th at 10 am in the 
Conference Room to discuss “The Girls of Atomic 
City.” On Wed. Jan. 8th we will be considering 
“Minding Frankie.”  These books are available at 
the church because Tracie Curtis, our gracious 
librarian, has access to them though our local 
library.  Keep reading the newsletter for an 
exciting new book club opportunity beginning in 
January.---------------------Any questions call or see:    
---------------------------Fran LeVeque  (480) 812-
5900 

 Opportunities for Service 

There are sign up sheets in the entrance hall for 

Ushers, Communion Servers, Readers and in the 

Friendship Hall a sheet for Coffee Servers. New 

members to the choir are always needed and 

welcome. We hope that you can help us out with 

these important services to our church family. 

NOTICES: 
 Offering envelopes for next year are 

here - they will be available in the 
Narthex in the next couple of weeks. 

 Coming up: Pictures will be taken for a new 
directory at the end of January - watch the 
calendar for details. 

 Please "Like" and "Follow" us on 
Facebook!  

 

Can you share some of your time with our 

volunteer church yard and maintenance group? 

We do minor church tasks and work to maintain our 

beautiful church grounds and rose garden.  Anytime 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and occasionally on 

Friday from 7:30 till Noon.  (Also, we almost always 

have time for coffee and rolls).   

Call Don Gimpel to see what tasks are on the list and 

let him know when you are available:                               

------                    651-261-2381                     --------- 

 

(continued – Presiding Bishop) This Advent restlessness 

and longing is an awareness that apart from God we 

are not whole. We find ourselves in the unsettled and 

restless time between the ending of the old year and 

the beginning of the new. Yet we have the promise and 

hope of Christmas – the one for whom we long is not 

content to draw us but fulfills this promise by coming 

to us as Emmanuel, God with us. Indeed, Christ finds us 

and gives our restless hearts ease.                               

Merry Christmas, Dear Church  

The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 

 

 

Quilting Group: 

Do you have some quilting or sewing skills? The 

church has loads of material (some precut in 

squares) to piece at home or at the church and 

then join the group to tie in the quilting room.                                 

Contact:   Carolyn Lewis   (612) 226-4321 

 


