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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
December 19, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Advent 

 

Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                                Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
 

Pastor: We praise you, O God, for this wheel of time that marks our days of preparation for 
Christ’s advent. As we light the candles on this wreath, open our eyes to your presence in the 

lowly ones of this earth. Enlighten us with your grace, that we may sing of your advent among 
us in the Word made flesh. Grant this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and 
whose day draws near. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
 

HYMN                           O Come, O Come Emmanuel (v4)                                           257 
 

O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from satan’s tyranny; 
From depths of hell your people save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who alone does wonders, who lifts up the 

lowly, who fills the hungry with good things.  
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of our God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Pastor: God for whom we wait. 

Congregation: in the presence of one another, we confess our sin before you. We 
fail in believing that your good news is for us. We falter in our call to tend your 
creation. We find our sense of self in material wealth. We fear those different 
from ourselves. We forget that we are your children and turn away from your 
love. Forgive us, Blessed One, and assure us again of your saving grace. Amen. 
 

Pastor: God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! Through the power of the Holy 

Spirit, ☩ your sins are forgiven. You are children of the Most High, inheritors of the eternal 

promise, and recipients of divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of peace.  

Congregation: Amen. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN                Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                            254 

 

 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
                   

Pastor: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free 
us from the sin that binds us, that we may receive you in joy and serve you always, for you 

live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
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First Reading                                                                                                                            Micah 5:2-5a 
 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall 
come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient 
days. 3Therefore he shall give them up until the time when she who is in labor has brought 
forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 4And he shall stand and 
feed his flock in the strength of the LORD, in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God. And 
they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; 5and he shall be the 
one of peace. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                          Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm: Luke 1:46b-55 (the Magnificat) (Congregation part in bold) 

 
“My soul magnifies the Lord,  

47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the 
lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed;  

 
49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his 

name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to 
generation. 51He has shown strength with his arm;  
he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts.  

 
52He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the 

lowly; 53he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich 
away empty.  

 
54He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,  

55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to 
his descendants forever.” 

 

 

 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Second Reading                                                                                            Hebrews 10:5-10 
 

Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, “Sacrifices and offerings you have not 
desired, but a body you have prepared for me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have 
taken no pleasure. 
 

7Then I said, ‘See, God, I have come to do your will, O God’ (in the scroll of the book it is 
written of me).” 8When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in 
sacrifices and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to 
the law), 9then he added, “See, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to 
establish the second. 10And it is by God’s will that we have been sanctified through the offering 
of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke 1      Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                             Luke 1:39-55 
 

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, 40where 
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 41When Elizabeth heard Mary’s 
greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 42and 
exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your 
womb. 43And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? 44For as 
soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy. 45And blessed 
is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her by the 
Lord.” 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my 
Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all 
generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy 
is his name. 50His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. 51He has 

shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. 52He 
has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; 53he has filled the 
hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 54He has helped his servant Israel, in 
remembrance of his mercy, 55according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham 
and to his descendants forever.” 
 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord                      Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon                                                                                          Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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HYMN OF THE DAY        Canticle of Turning                           723 

    

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.    
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
 

Pastor: In this season of watching and waiting, let us pray for all people and places that 
yearn for God’s presence. 
 
Pastor: Nurturing God, you give us life and care for our every need. Uses the church’s gifts and 
ministries for your service, bringing your word to all who seek your transforming grace. Hear 
us, O God. 
 

Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor: Creator God, you proclaim your boundless love for all that you have made. Renew 
barren lands, polluted waters, and melting ice caps. Make us servants of your creation that 
brings forth abundant life. Hear us, O God. 
 

Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor: Righteous God, you bring down the mighty and lift up the lowly. Strengthen those who 
seek justice. Bless the work of community organizers, activists, journalists, and all who call our 
attention to unbalances of power. Hear us, O God. 
 

Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor: Compassionate God, you proclaim your love and mercy. Show your lovingkindness to 
teen parents and those who are pregnant. Comfort any struggling with infertility and those who 
await test results, are in treatment and hospice care, and others in need. Hear us, O God. 
 

Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 

Pastor: Gracious God, you fill the hungry with good things. Bless the feeding ministries of our 
communities. Guide us to share your bounty with those who hunger or live in poverty. Hear 
us, O God. 
 

Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Faithful God, you stir up the hearts of those who love you. We give you thanks for 
those who, like Mary, were courageous in their witness. Give us such courage until that day  

when you fulfill all things. Hear us, O God. 

 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: God of new life, you come among us in the places we least expect. Receive these 
prayers and those of our hearts, in the name of Jesus. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
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OFFERING PRAYER  

Pastor: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the 
service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in word and prayer, 
through Jesus Christ, our pathway and our peace. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

Pastor:  Holy God, the Beginning and the Ending, our Hope as we wait, we praise you for 

joining us to your people of old. We bless you for your prophets who call us to righteousness 
and promise a new earth with peace for all. For the Word of your covenant,  
Congregation: we thank you, O God.  
Pastor: We praise you for the coming of Jesus our Lord, who lifts up the lowly, heals the 
suffering world, and proclaims your way of mercy and truth. For your Word who is Christ,  
Congregation: we magnify you, O God.  
Send your Spirit on all who receive your Word. Nurture our faith with your grace, accompany 
us with your might, and empower our zeal for your justice and joy. For your Word through the 
church,  
Congregation: we praise you, O God.  
Pastor: All praise to you, holy God, today, tomorrow, and forever, through your Son who 
teaches us to pray: 
 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
                

 
 
 

 
 

BLESSING  
 

Pastor: The God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing, so that we may abound in 
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit, through Christ Jesus for whom we wait.  
 

Congregation: Amen 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN                            What Child Is This                                                            296             
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is near.                      Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

Revised Common Lectionary, © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

 

Lector: Kay Crittenden (9:00) 
   Fran LeVeque (10:30) 

 

 

 
Altar Flowers are $22 

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
(208)283-6491 

  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to 
invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 
 

mailto:office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org
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Join us  
Friday - Christmas Eve at  

4:00 pm and 5:30 pm 

 

Saturday - Christmas Day at 10:30 am 

 

Sunday - 1st Sunday of Christmas at  

 9 am and 10:30 


