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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
January 17, 2021 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 
Welcome and Announcements                  Kay Johnson, Organist 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS  
 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose 

mercy is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Congregation: Amen. 
Pastor:   Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
  
Pastor:   Holy God, 
  
Congregation:  you search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our 
ways. We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin – our own sins and the 
broken systems that bind us. We turn inward, failing to follow your outward 
way of love. We distrust those who are not like us. We exploit the earth and 
its resources and fail to consider generations to come. Forgive us, gracious 
God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the words are on our 
tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen. 
 

Pastor:   How vast is God’s grace. Through the power and promise of ☩ Jesus Christ our 

sins are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are 
forgiven. In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community 
living out Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
 
 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN       Lord, Be Glorified                                                    744  
 

 
Text and music © 1978 Bob Kilpatrick Music, assigned 1998 to The Lorenz Corporation  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the countless 
blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 
and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
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First Reading                                                                         1 Samuel 3:1-10    
 

1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was 
rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 
  2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, 
was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was 
lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4Then the Lord called, 
“Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 
6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, 
for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 7Now Samuel 
did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, 
“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 
9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, 
Lord, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel went and lay down in his place. 
  10Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And 
Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” 
 

Lector: Word of God. Word of Life     Congregation: Thanks be to God 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 
1O Lord, you have searched me and known me. 
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far 
away. 
3You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways. 
4Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely. 
5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me. 
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it. 
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s 
womb. 
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; 
that I know very well. 
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately 
woven in the depths of the earth. 
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days 
that were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed. 
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them! 

18I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with 

you.   

Second Reading                                                                               1Corinthians 6:12-20 
 

12“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for 
me,” but I will not be dominated by anything. 13“Food is meant for the stomach and the 
stomach for food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not 
for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14And God raised the Lord 
and will also raise us by his power. 15Do you not know that your bodies are members of 
Christ? Should I therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a 
prostitute? Never! 16Do you not know that whoever is united to a prostitute becomes 
one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” 17But anyone united to 
the Lord becomes one spirit with him. 18Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 
commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 19Or do you 
not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from 
God, and that you are not your own? 20For you were bought with a price; therefore 
glorify God in your body. 
 

Lector: Word of God. Word of Life     Congregation: Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to John 1          Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                         John 1:43-51 

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow 
me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45Philip found 
Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also 
the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can 
anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus 
saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom 
there is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael replied, 
“Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50Jesus answered, “Do you 
believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things 
than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 
and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord                     Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon:                                                                          Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day         Here I Am, Lord                               574  

 

 
Text and music C 1981 OCP Publications, Inc. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Pastor: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 
 
Pastor: For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel, 
that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has 
marvelously made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have Mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and 
military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection for all 
people, especially the most vulnerable, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who 
are imprisoned or homebound, that God console all who suffer, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For our neighbors, for all those worshiping today, for all those wandering today, that all 
who seek to know God are nourished by your word, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us, that their lives give us a vision of 
the gospel in action, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  
 
Congregation: Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Pastor:  O God, receive our financial gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her 
child, with arms wide open. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, saving grace, 
who teaches us to pray:  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
 
Pastor:  God the Creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit 

the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN             Lift Every Voice and Sing                                        841 

 
1 Lift ev'ry voice and sing till earth and heaven ring, 

ring with the harmonies of liberty. 
Let our rejoicing rise high as the list'ning skies, 

let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 
Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us; 
sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
let us march on till victory is won. 

 
2 Stony the road we trod, bitter the chast'ning rod, 

felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 
yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet 
come to the place for which our people sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered; 
we have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 
3 God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, 
thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

thou who hast by thy might led us into the light, 
keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met thee; 
lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee; 

shadowed beneath thy hand, may we forever stand, 
true to our God, true to our native land. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 

is to invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
  


