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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
January 10, 2021 

Baptism of Our Lord 
Welcome and Announcements                  Kay Johnson, Organist 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS  
 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who stretches out the heavens, who 

sends light to the nations, who gives breath to us all. 
Amen. 
Pastor:   Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
  
Silence for reflection and self-examination 
Pastor:   Loving God, 
  
Congregation:  we confess that we have turned from your way to follow our 
own ways.  Forgive us for the times we have spoken or acted too quickly; we 
have not spoken or acted at all; we have hurt those closest to us; we have 
hurt those we have yet to know; we have thought more about ourselves than 
others; we have thought less of ourselves than we ought.  Turn us around, 
and give us a fresh start, so that we can live again as your children. Amen. 
 
Pastor:   Even when we have done wrong, God makes us right.  Even when we have 
messed up, God puts us together.  God’s love never runs out.  God never tires of calling 
us beloved children.  Hear God say to you now: Your sins are forgiven, for the sake of 

☩ Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN       Morning Has Broken                                           556  
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First Reading                                                                         Genesis 1:1-5    
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
 

Lector: Word of God. Word of Life     Congregation: Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 29 
1Ascribe to the Lord, O heavenly beings, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 
 

2Ascribe to the Lord the glory of his name; worship the Lord in holy splendor. 
 

3The voice of the Lord is over the waters; the God of glory thunders, the Lord, over 
mighty waters. 
 

4The voice of the Lord is powerful; the voice of the Lord is full of majesty. 
 

5The voice of the Lord breaks the cedars; the Lord breaks the cedars of Lebanon. 
 

6He makes Lebanon skip like a calf, and Sirion like a young wild ox. 
 

7The voice of the Lord flashes forth flames of fire. 
 

8The voice of the Lord shakes the wilderness; the Lord shakes the wilderness of 
Kadesh. 
 

9The voice of the Lord causes the oaks to whirl, and strips the forest bare; and in his 
temple all say, “Glory!” 
 

10The Lord sits enthroned over the flood; the Lord sits enthroned as king forever. 

11May the Lord give strength to his people! May the Lord bless his people with peace!   

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Second Reading                                                                                                  Acts 19:1-7 
 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to Ephesus, 
where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you 
became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 
3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 
4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the 
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon 
them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

Lector: Word of God. Word of Life     Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Pastor:  The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1          Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                           Mark 1:4-11 

4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing 
their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and 
he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is 
coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and 
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, 
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord                     Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon:                                                                          Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day          When Jesus Came to Jordan                            305  
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Pastor: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all people in need. 
 
Pastor: For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that God’s 
goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has made, let us 
pray. 
 
Congregation: Have Mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, and 
for the peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength wisely, let us 
pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For the sick and those who provide medical care, especially during this pandemic, for the 
imprisoned and those who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide 
companionship, for all who suffer, that God shower compassion, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: For this and other congregations gathered remotely, for students and teachers returning 
to school remotely, for those seeking renewal in their daily work, the all the beloved of God 
experience grace and peace, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
 
Congregation: Have mercy, O God. 
 
Pastor: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Congregation: Amen. 
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OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Pastor:  O God, receive our financial gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her 
child, with arms wide open. Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in 
faithful service to tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, saving grace, 
who teaches us to pray:  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
 
Pastor:  God the Creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit 

the comforter ☩ keep you in peace. 

 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN             Go, My Children, with My Blessing                           543 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 

is to invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
  


