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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
February 21, 2021 

First Sunday in Lent 
Welcome and Announcements                  Kay Johnson, Organist 

 
 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FOREGIVENESS  
 

Pastor:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the 

source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
Pastor:   God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return 
to the one who is full of compassion. 
 
Pastor:   Fountain of living water, 
 
Congregation:  pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to 
be free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us 
in your cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of 
Jesus, as healers and restorers of the world you so love. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love 

of Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God 

remembers them no more. Journey in the way of Christ. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN     O God, Our Help in Ages Past                                     632 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and 
in the wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of 
baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over 
us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
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First Reading                                                                            Genesis 9:8-17   
 

Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, 9“As for me, I am establishing my 
covenant with you and your descendants after you, 10and with every living creature that 
is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as 
many as came out of the ark. 11I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall 
all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to 
destroy the earth.” 12God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between 
me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: 13I have 
set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth. 14When I bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, 15I will 
remember my covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all 
flesh; and the waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16When the 
bow is in the clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God 
and every living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” 17God said to Noah, “This is 
the sign of the covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the 
earth.” 
 

Lector: Word of God. Word of Life     Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 25:1-10 
 

1To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2O my God, in you I trust; do not let me be put to shame; do not let my enemies exult 
over me. 
3Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; let them be ashamed who are 
wantonly treacherous. 
4Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 
5Lead me in your truth, and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I 
wait all day long. 
6Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast love, for they have been from 
of old. 
7Do not remember the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your 
steadfast love remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
8Good and upright is the Lord; therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his way. 
10All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his 
covenant and his decrees. 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Second Reading                                                                                           1 Peter 3:18-22 
 

18For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order 
to bring you to God. He was put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in 
which also he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former 
times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building 
of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And 
baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, 22who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, 
authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

Lector: Word of God. Word of Life     Congregation: Thanks be to God 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to Mark 1  Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                           Mark 1:9-15 

9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 12And the Spirit immediately drove 
him out into the wilderness. 13He was in the wilderness forty days, tempted by Satan; 
and he was with the wild beasts; and the angels waited on him. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, 
and believe in the good news.” 

Pastor: The Gospel of the Lord        Congregation: Praise to you, O Christ 
 
Sermon                                                                  Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day                    We Walk by Faith                                         635 

  

 
 

Music © 1984 GAI Publications, Inc. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Pastor: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need. 
 
Pastor: In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church 
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the good 
news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s 
creatures from destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science 
educators. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders 
in our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly. Hear 
us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing 
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all who 
suffer. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal 
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s 
ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all 
those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fulness of your reign. 
Hear us, O God. 
 
Congregation: Your mercy is great. 
 
Pastor: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 



7 

 

 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 
Pastor:  Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger 
with bread from heaven. Accompany us, that we may pass over from death to life with 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who teaches us to pray:  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
BLESSING  
 
Pastor:  You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you 

may be a blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 

 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN        Bless Now, O God, the Journey                                     326 

 

 
Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace. Share the good news. 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 
All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of 
America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission. 
 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 

is to invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
  


