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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
December 25, 2021 

Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day 
 

Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked  
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who sends the word with angels, who is 

made flesh among all peoples, and who breathes peace on all the earth 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

Pastor: In Christ, we are bold to name our sin and cry out for peace. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Pastor: Holy God, 
 

Congregation: we confess our sin before you. We replace compassion with 
competition. We seek what is mighty while ignoring the meek. We are quick 
to anger but slow to forgive. We have not put on love in harmony with you. 
Wrap us in the grace of your powerful Word. Swaddle our hearts with your 
peace, that all we do, in word or deed, may reflect your love born among us. 
Amen. 
 

Pastor: I bring you good news of great joy for all people: God has come among us in 

the child born of Mary, Christ the Lord. ☩ In Christ your sins are forgiven and you are 

clothed in peace.  
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN                O Little Town of Bethlehem                               275 

 
 
 
 

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by; 

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years, are met in thee tonight 

 For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond'ring love. 

O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth 
And praises sing to God, the King, And peace to all on earth. 

How silently, how silently, The wondrous gift is giv'n! 
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of his heaven. 

No ear may hear his coming, but, in this world of sin, 
Where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 

 

 

 

O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
Cast out our sin and enter in, be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
Oh, come to us, abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  Peace be with you.                     Congregation:  And also with you. 
                   

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to illumine the 
world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and enlighten us with your Spirit, 
through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 

First Reading:                                                                                                                         Isaiah 52: 7-10 
   

 7How beautiful upon the mountains 
  are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
 who brings good news, 
  who announces salvation, 
  who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” 
 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
  together they sing for joy; 
 for in plain sight they see 
  the return of the LORD to Zion. 
 9Break forth together into singing, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem; 
 for the LORD has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
 10The LORD has bared his holy arm 
  before the eyes of all the nations; 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see 
  the salvation of our God. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                                         Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Second Reading                                                                                                                     Hebrews 1:1-4 
 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, 2but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, 
through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of God’s glory and the 
exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by his powerful word. 
When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty 
on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is 
more excellent than theirs.  
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John 1   Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                                              John 1:1-14 
 

 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was 
in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one 
thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of 
all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came 
to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
  10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not 
know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all 
who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who 
were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
  14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as 
of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord                         Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ! 
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CAROLS             Joy to the World  (1& 4)                                                          267 

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Infant Holy, Infant Lowly                                                                   276 

 

     Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 
Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev'ry heart prepare him room, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 
And heav'n and nature sing, 

And heav'n, and heav'n, and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove 

The glories of his righteousness, 
And wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, 

And wonders, wonders, of His love. 
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing (1 & 3)                                                  270 

                  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What Child Is This (1&2)                                                                   296  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born king; 

peace on earth, and mercy mild, 
God and sinners reconciled.” 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

join the triumph of the skies; 
with angelic hosts proclaim, 

“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

Refrain: 
Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the new-born king!” 

 
. 

What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the king, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 

Why lies he is such mean estate 
Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 
The silent word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 
The cross he borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 
The babe, the son of Mary! 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 
Pastor: Joining our voices with the heavenly host and Christians throughout time and 
space, let us pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 
  

Pastor: Your Spirit calls your church to rejoice in Christ's birth. As we gather at the 
manger, help us see your face in all babies needing comfort and care. Equip the 
church in the nurture and encouragement of all children. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: The rocks and streams proclaim your praise. Attune us to the joyful sounds 
and groaning of your creation. Stir us to tend the earth wisely, that the whole earth 
may dwell in abundance and peace. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Your messengers declare your joy to the world. Embolden leaders and nations 
to make your justice and peace known throughout the earth. Uphold justice advocates 
and social service providers who risk their safety to help others. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: You choose those regarded as lowly to tell the good news of your love. Pour 
out your mercy and care on all who are sick, grieving, struggling, and the elderly who 
live alone. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: You abide with your people in times of trouble. Accompany families and 
children who have nowhere to turn. Strengthen this congregation and local ministries 
in their care for those fleeing danger, abuse, or neglect. Merciful God, receive our 
prayer. 
  

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Your grace and mercy extend to all. Give comfort to those who mourn, and 
assure them of the peace you have granted those who have gone before us. Merciful 
God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Rejoicing in your Word made flesh among us, we commend these prayers to 
you, confident of your grace and love made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
 

Congregation:  Amen 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor: Gracious God, your Word-made-flesh brings harmony to the earth. As we offer 
ourselves renew in us the song of your salvation, in Jesus Christ our Savior, 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

Pastor: Holy God, everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, wonderful Counselor, at the birth of time 
your Word brought light into the world, and throughout the ages, you proclaim newness of life. 

For your wondrous Word,  
 

Congregation: we thank you, O God.  
 

Pastor: In the fullness of time, your Word became flesh, to shine in our world’s darkness, to 
speak peace to all peoples, and to welcome us as members of your family. For your loving 
Word,  
 

Congregation: we adore you, O God.  
 

Pastor: Grant us now the gift of your Spirit, that held, nourished, and protected by your Word, 
we may live as your children, bearing your goodness throughout the world. For your powerful 
Word,  
 

Congregation: we praise you, O God.  
 

Pastor: We pray this through Mary’s child, our Savior and Lord, who teaches us to pray:  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

  
 
 

 
BLESSING  
 

Pastor: The holy Three, the holy One increase your hope, strengthen your faith, deepen your 

love, and ☩ grant you peace.  
 

Congregation: Amen. 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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SENDING HYMN               Go, Tell It on the Mountain                                               290             
 

 
THE DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Having heard the witness of the angels and the shepherds, having met Christ in the 
manger, go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; be of good courage; hold fast to 
that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; strengthen the fainthearted; support the 
weak; help the afflicted; honor all people; love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
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Christmas Poinsettias 
 

 

Staci Clifford    In Memory of Grandma, Mom, & twin 

Pastor Steve & Kay Crittenden  In Memory of Jim & Mitzi Crittenden (parents), and 

     In Honor of Stan & Jean DuFrane (parents) 

Jean Freestone    In Memory of Ned (husband), and Richard (Son) 

Don Gimpel    In Memory of loved ones 

John & Barb Hussey   In Honor of Joe & Stacey, John, Carter, & Riley 

     (children, son-in-law, & grandchildren) 

Betty Jensen & Marlin Wardwell In Memory of Axel Bergstrom, Vernon Jensen Family, & Marlin 

Wardwell family 

Brad & Kay Johnson   In Honor of Nick & Ariana (grandchildren) 

Sandra Johnson    In Honor of Erika Johnson & Derek Johnson 

Fran LeVeque    In Memory of Mary Thomas (mother) 

Roger & Eileen Larsen   In Memory of Hans & Laura Larsen, and William & Elaine Rittler 

Lucille Lund    In Memory of Rickie Lund (son) 

Roger & Lois Mickelson   In Memory of our family 

Betty & Dan Miller   In Memory of Cindy (daughter), & Douglas (son), and 

     In Honor of Shari (daughter) & Jim Phillips (son-in-law) 

Allan & Sandra Rhea   In Memory of our parents 

Nancy Ryan    In Memory of Brandon (son), & Gladys Engelen (mother) 

Unknown    In Memory of Corrine (daughter), Harold & David (brothers)  
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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
(208)283-6491 

pastorstevecrittenden@gmail.com 
  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to 
invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 
 

mailto:office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org

