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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
August 8, 2021 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who gathers us in the wilderness to redeem 

us, anoint us, and make us new. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise of mercy. 
 
Silence for reflection and self-examination 
 
Pastor:   God at the margins, 
 
Congregation:  we have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose 
our way. We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have 

saved your people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds 
of our past, but turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, 
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like manna in 
the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, God runs to meet you 

again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, leading you from death into life. 

 
Congregation: Amen. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN           O Day of Rest and Gladness                                    521 
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PAYER OF THE DAY 
                   

Pastor: Gracious God, your blessed Son came down from heaven to be the true bread that 
gives life to the world. Give us this bread always, that he may live in us and we in him, and 
that, strengthened by this food, we may live as his body in the world, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

First Reading                           1 Kings 19:4-8 
 

4[Elijah] went a day's journey into the wilderness, and came and sat down under a solitary 
broom tree. He asked that he might die: "It is enough; now, O LORD, take away my life, for I 
am no better than my ancestors." 5Then he lay down under the broom tree and fell asleep. 
Suddenly an angel touched him and said to him, "Get up and eat." 6He looked, and there at his 
head was a cake baked on hot stones, and a jar of water. He ate and drank, and lay down 
again. 7The angel of the LORD came a second time, touched him, and said, "Get up and eat, 
otherwise the journey will be too much for you." 8He got up, and ate and drank; then he went 
in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb the mount of God. 
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                     Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 34:1-8 (congregational part in bold) 
 

1I will bless the LORD at all times; 
 the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
2I will glory in the LORD; 
 let the lowly hear and rejoice. 
3Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; 
 let us exalt God's name together. 
4I sought the LORD, who answered me 
 and delivered me from all my terrors.   
5Look upon the LORD and be radiant, 
 and let not your faces be ashamed. 
6I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me 
 and saved me from all my troubles. 
7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD 
 and delivers them. 
8Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
 happy are they who take refuge in God! 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Second Reading:                                     Ephesians 4:25—5:2 
 
25So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we are 
members of one another. 26Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, 
27and do not make room for the devil. 28Thieves must give up stealing; rather let them labor 
and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to share with the needy. 
29Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful for building up, as there is 
need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit 
of God, with which you were marked with a seal for the day of redemption. 31Put away from 
you all bitterness and wrath and anger and wrangling and slander, together with all malice, 
32and be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you. 
 
5:1Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, 2and live in love, as Christ loved us and 
gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                            Congregation:  Thanks be to God 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John 6                                                    
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:                                     John 6:35, 41-51 
 

35Jesus said to [the crowd,] "I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry, 

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty." 
 
41Then the Jews began to complain about him because he said, "I am the bread that came 
down from heaven." 42They were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the son of Joseph, whose father 
and mother we know? How can he now say, 'I have come down from heaven'?" 43Jesus 
answered them, "Do not complain among yourselves. 44No one can come to me unless drawn 
by the Father who sent me; and I will raise that person up on the last day. 45It is written in the 
prophets, 'And they shall all be taught by God.' Everyone who has heard and learned from the 
Father comes to me. 46Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; 
he has seen the Father. 
 
47"Very truly, I tell you, whoever believes has eternal life. 48I am the bread of life. 49Your 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, and they died. 50This is the bread that comes down 
from heaven, so that one may eat of it and not die. 51I am the living bread that came down 
from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the 
life of the world is my flesh." 
 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord   Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon:                                                                   Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day                  O Living Bread from Heaven                                    542 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Pastor: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
  
Pastor: For the church of Christ in all its diverse forms. For mission developers, new mission 
starts, and all communities of faith exploring new models of ministry for the sake of the gospel. 
For congregations facing difficult decisions about their future. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: For the health and well-being of creation. For shade trees that provide refuge from the 
hot summer sun. For lakes, rivers, and oceans contaminated by pollution and all who lack clean 
water. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: For those called to positions of authority in our legal system, we pray. For judges, 
lawyers, law clerks, and court employees who ensure the fair administration of justice. For 
corrections officers and prison chaplains, that they would deal mercifully with those who are 
incarcerated. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: For all who cry out to you in their affliction. For exiles, refugees, and others who face 
long and difficult journeys, uncertain about the future. For all who mourn the death of a loved 
one. For all who are sick. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: For those who have been raised to eternal life, we give thanks. With all the saints we 
praise you for the bread of life that keeps us in your love forever. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
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OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The peace of Christ be with you always.                Congregation: And also with you 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Generous God, you feed us with the harvest of the land, and you provide for our every 
need. Receive our gifts of money, imagination, and labor, and transform them into a feast that 
welcomes all. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 
Congregation: Amen. 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 

 
Pastor:  O God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through 
life with the words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, 
and at the end bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord, who 
teaches us to pray, 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
  

 
 
 
 
BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  God, who fills the creation with abundance, Christ, who spreads his arms in 

forgiveness, Holy Spirit, who draws ever near to us, ☩ bless you and bring you to life 

everlasting. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN    Sent Forth By God’s Blessing                              547 

 

 
Text © 1964 World Library Publications 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor:  Go in peace. You are the body of Christ. 
 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
 

All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of  Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 
Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

 

Lector: Kay Crittenden 
        

  

        
 

          Altar Flowers are $22.00 

   

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
Phone: 208-283-6491 

 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
is to invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 

  

 

 

     

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


