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Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
August 15, 2021 

12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 
Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                 Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked 
at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

Pastor:   Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the God of manna, the God of miracles, the 

God of mercy. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor: Drawn to Christ and seeking God's abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Pastor: God, our helper, 
 
Congregation: we confess the many ways we have failed to live as your disciples. 
We have not finished what we began. We have feasted with friends but ignored 
strangers. We have been captivated by our possessions. Lift our burdens, gracious 
God. Refresh our hearts and forgive our sin. Raise us to the new life you have chosen 
for us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Pastor: God’s beloved children, put your trust in these promises: God will never leave you or 

forsake you. You who were lost have been found. For the sake of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are 

forgiven. Rejoice with the angels at this good news. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN           Gather Us In                         532 
 

 
Text and music © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc. 
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PAYER OF THE DAY 
                   

Pastor: Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us 
with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by his 
risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
   
Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First Reading                     Proverbs 9:1-6 
 

1Wisdom has built her house, 

 she has hewn her seven pillars. 
2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
 she has also set her table. 
3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
 from the highest places in the town, 
4"You that are simple, turn in here!" 
 To those without sense she says, 
5"Come, eat of my bread 
 and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
 and walk in the way of insight." 

 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                     Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 34:9-14 

 

9Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, 
 for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. 
10The lions are in want and suffer hunger, 
 but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good.   
11Come, children, and listen to me; 
 I will teach you reverence for the LORD. 
12Who among you takes pleasure in life 
 and desires long life to enjoy prosperity? 
13Keep your tongue from evil 
 and your lips from lying words. 
14Turn from evil and do good; 
 seek peace and pursue it.   

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Second Reading:                     Ephesians 5:15-20 
 

15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of the 
time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the Spirit, 19as 
you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, singing and making melody 
to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the Father at all times and for everything in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                            Congregation:  Thanks be to God 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 
Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John 6                                                    
Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel:                                            John 6:51-58 
 

[Jesus said,] 51"I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread 
will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh." 
 
52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, "How can this man give us his flesh to 
eat?" 53So Jesus said to them, "Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood have 
eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my flesh is true food and my blood 
is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just 
as the living Father sent me, and I live because of the Father, so whoever eats me will live 
because of me. 58This is the bread that came down from heaven, not like that which your 
ancestors ate, and they died. But the one who eats this bread will live forever." 

 
 
Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord   Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ 
 

 

Sermon:                                                                   Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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Hymn of the Day                      I Come with Joy                              482 
 

 
  

Text © 1971, rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
  
Pastor: Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
  
Pastor: God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, 
and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper 
understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas. God, in 
your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps. 
Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the 
ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or storms. God, in your 

mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 

Pastor: God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges 
and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of 
reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 
 

Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or 
mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to help 
all who are grieving and all those who suffer. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose musical gifts enliven this assembly. 
Bless the creative work of poets, hymnwriters, composers, painters, sculptors, and others that 
enrich our worship and daily life. God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
  
Pastor: God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through 

which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the saints to everlasting life. 
God, in your mercy, 
 
Congregation: hear our prayer. 
 
Pastor: We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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OFFERING, OFFERTORY, PEACE 
 

Pastor: The Lord be with you.                             Congregation: And also with you 
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Blessed are you, O God, for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are 
given to share, and for this bread and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting 
on this food and drink, our lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
  

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
 Congregation:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Congregation:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  
Pastor: It is indeed right, and our joy, that we at all times and in all places give thanks and 
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, who on the day of 
resurrection overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the 
way of everlasting life. And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn, saying: 
 
Congregation:    Holy are you, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are filled 
with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in your 
name.  Hosanna in the Highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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INVITATION 

Pastor:   Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. Come! 
 

TABLE BLESSING: 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you in his grace now 
and forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Pastor:  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished 

us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 
love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you 
have made; through Christ our Lord. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 

 
 
  

 
 
 
BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, ☩ be upon 

you now and forever. 
 
Congregation: Amen 
 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN  This Is My Father’s World                              824 
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THE DISMISSAL 
 
Pastor: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
 
Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
 

 
 
All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of  Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

 

Lector: Kay Johnson 
 
 
 
        

  

        
 

          Altar Flowers are $22.00 

   

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 

 

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
is to invite all to worship,  grow through study, fellowship & mission. 

  

 

 

     

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 
 
  

 
 
 
 


