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Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
April 3, 2022 

5th Sunday in Lent 
 

Prelude-A quiet time of preparation and meditation                                Kay Johnson, Organist 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
 

 
 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign  
marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 
Pastor: One with the communion of saints in all times and places, let us confess our sin against 
God and one another. 
 
Congregation: Amen. 
 
Pastor:   O God, our merciful redeemer, 
  
Congregation:  we confess the ways we live only for ourselves. We fail to see you 
in our neighbor’s face. We turn our ears from voices that cry out. We pass by the 
hungry and the oppressed. In your great mercy, forgive our sin and strengthen us 
for service to all in need; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
Pastor:  In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for you, and 

for ☩ his sake, God forgives you all your sin. Blessed are you! Rejoice and be glad, 

beloved people of God. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
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GATHERING HYMN                Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross                                335 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor: Creator God, you prepare a new way in the wilderness, and your grace waters our 
desert. Open our hearts to be transformed by the new thing you are doing, that our lives may 
proclaim the extravagance of your love given to all through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Choir Anthem  The Old Rugged Cross                                        
 

First Reading:                                                                            Isaiah 43:16-21 
 

16Thus says the LORD, 
 who makes a way in the sea, 
 a path in the mighty waters, 
17who brings out chariot and horse, 
 army and warrior; 
they lie down, they cannot rise, 
 they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: 
18Do not remember the former things, 
 or consider the things of old. 
19I am about to do a new thing; 
 now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 
I will make a way in the wilderness 
 and rivers in the desert. 
20The wild animals will honor me, 
 the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 
 rivers in the desert, 
to give drink to my chosen people, 
 21the people whom I formed for myself 
 so that they might declare my praise. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song   
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Psalm 126 (Congregation part in bold) 
 

1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
 then were we like those who dream. 
2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, 
and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 Then they said among the nations, 
 "The LORD has done great things for them." 
3The LORD has done great things for us, 
 and we are glad indeed. 
4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
 like the watercourses of the Negeb.    
5Those who sowed with tears 
 will reap with songs of joy. 
6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
 will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves.    

 
Second Reading                                                                                     Philippians 3:4b-14 
 

 
4bIf anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the 
eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness 
under the law, blameless. 
 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More 
than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus 
my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in 
order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God 
based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of 
his sufferings by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection 
from the dead. 
 12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on 
to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 13Beloved, I do not consider 
that I have made it my own but this one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 
forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of 
God in Christ Jesus. 
 

Lector:  Word of God, Word of life                             Congregation:  Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please rise as you are able) 
 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God all people here below; 

Praise God for all that love has done; 
Creator, Christ, and Spirit, One.  Amen. 

 

Leader:  The Holy Gospel according to John 12        Congregation:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Gospel Reading                                                                                                 John 12:1-8 
 

1Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had 
raised from the dead. 2There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one 
of those at the table with him. 3Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, 
anointed Jesus' feet, and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of 
the perfume. 4But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), 
said, 5Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the 
poor? 6(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept 
the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.) 7Jesus said, "Leave her alone. She 
bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial. 8You always have the poor with 
you, but you do not always have me." 
 

Pastor:  The Gospel of the Lord                         Congregation:  Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon:                                                                                 Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
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HYMN OF THE DAY           Jesus, the Very Thought of You                                  754 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Pastor: Drawn close to the heart of God, we offer these prayers for the church, the 
world, and all who are in need. 
  

Pastor: Do a new thing in the church. Free us from paradigms that no longer serve the 
gospel and bring forward leaders who imagine fresh ways of doing ministry. Give us 
courage in the face of change. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Do a new thing for creation. Reverse the trajectory of climate change and 
environmental catastrophe. Revive habitats already impaired by human disregard. 
Amplify the voices of climate scientists and researchers working to chart a new course. 
Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Do a new thing in our world. Break barriers that prevent political enemies from 
working together for the well-being of all. Make a way for peace and collaboration among 
the nations. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Do a new thing for those who suffer. Reveal a path for any who are unemployed 
or underemployed, for those experiencing homelessness, and for all who struggle with 
money. Comfort those who grieve and restore those who are sick. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Do a new thing within us. Direct us into encounters that broaden our 
understanding of the human experience. Amplify voices that are ignored or devalued. 
Deliver us especially from the scourge of racism. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
 

Pastor: Do a new thing in our death. Fill us with the knowledge of Christ and the power 
of his resurrection as we give thanks for all the saints who have attained the prize of 
their heavenly call. Merciful God, 
 

Congregation: receive our prayer. 
Pastor: Accept the prayers we bring, O God, on behalf of a world in need, for the sake 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
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OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Pastor:  Extravagant God, you have blessed us with the fullness of creation. Now we gather at 
your feast where you offer us the food that satisfies. Take and use what we offer here, come 
among us, and feed us with the body and blood of Christ, in whose name we pray. 
 

Congregation: Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING    
  

Pastor:  Lift up your hearts. 
 Congregation:  We lift them to the Lord. 
 Pastor:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 Congregation:  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
  

Pastor: It is indeed right, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks 
and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your 
people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that renewed in the 
gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace.  And so, with all the choirs of 
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn, saying: 
 

Congregation:    Holy are you, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are 
filled with your glory.  Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes 
in your name.  Hosanna in the Highest. 
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

INVITATION 

Pastor:   Here is food and drink for the journey. Take and be filled. 
 

 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
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TABLE BLESSING 
 

Pastor:  The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ keep you in his grace now 
and forever. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
  

Pastor:  Blessed Jesus, in this rich meal of grace, you have fed us with your body, the bread of 
life. Now send us forth to bear your life-giving hope to a world in need. 
 

Congregation: Amen. 
                

 
 
 

 
 
BLESSING 
 

Pastor: The love of God surround you; the grace of ☩ Christ release you; and the Holy Spirit 

be your guide and strength, now and forevermore. 

 
Congregation: Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission into the world 
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SENDING HYMN                            Beneath the Cross of Jesus                                       338             
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THE DISMISSAL 
 

Pastor: Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way. 
 

Congregation: Thanks be to God.  
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

All rights reserved. Reprinted under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 

New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United 

States of America. Used by permission. 

Revised Common Lectionary, © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission 

 

Lector: Shelley Olson 9:00 
           Fran Leveque 10:30 

 

 

 
Altar Flowers are $22 

 

 

 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W. Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

(480)982-1569   email: office@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website: EpiphanyofChristLutheran.org 

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 
(208)283-6491 

pastorstevecrittenden@gmail.com 
  

Our Mission: God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to 
invite all to worship, grow through study, fellowship & mission. 
 
 

 

Our Altar Flowers today are generous gifts from: 

 
Jean Freestone  

 

in honor of 
 

her sister’s birthday 
 

and from 
 

Kay Johnson 
 

in honor of 
 

Brad’s birthday 
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