
1 

 

Epiphany of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
May 16, 2021- Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Prelude                                     Kay Johnson, Organist 

Welcome and Announcements 
  

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God 
                                

 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked  

at baptism, as the pastor begins.   
 
Pastor: Refreshed by the resurrection life we share in Christ, let us give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. 
 
We thank you, risen Christ, for the baptismal waters where you make us new, leading us 
from death to life, from tears to joy. 
 
We bless you, risen Christ, that your Spirit comes to us in the grace-filled waters of rebirth, 
like rains to our thirsty earth, like streams that revive our souls, like cups of cool water 
shared with strangers.  
 
Breathe your peace on your church when we hide in fear. Clothe us with your mercy and 
forgiveness. Send us companions on our journey as we share your life. 
 
Make us one, risen Christ. Cleanse our hearts. Shower us with life. 
 
To you be given all praise, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God, now and forever. Amen 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Pastor:  Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful 
name of Christ you protect us from evil. By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, 
that we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
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God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song 
First Reading:                                                                                       Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 
15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 
one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16"Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those 
who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry." 21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the 
day when he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his 
resurrection." 23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as 
Justus, and Matthias. 24Then they prayed and said, "Lord, you know everyone's heart. 
Show us which one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and 
apostleship from which Judas turned aside to go to his own place." 26And they cast lots 
for them, and the lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 
 

Psalm 1 
 
1Fortunate are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
2Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
 and they meditate on God's teaching day and night.   
3They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, 
with leaves that do not wither; everything they do shall prosper. 
4It is not so with the wicked; 
 they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
5Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
 nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
6For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 

 but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed. 
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Second Reading                                                                                            1 John 5:9-13 
9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 
of God that he has testified to his Son. 10Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts. Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son. 11And this is the 
testimony: God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 12Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 
 
13I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you 
may know that you have eternal life. 
 

Gospel Reading (Please rise as you are able)                                               John 17:6-21 
[Jesus prayed:] 6"I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world. They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave 
to me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came 
from you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am 
not asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because 
they are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 
them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 
to you. 
 
"Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be 
one, as we are one. 12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined 
to be lost, so that the scripture might be fulfilled. 13But now I am coming to you, and I 
speak these things in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in 
themselves. 14I have given them your word, and the world has hated them because they 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 15I am not asking you 
to take them out of the world, but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. 16They 
do not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the world. 17Sanctify them in the 
truth; your word is truth. 18As you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world. 19And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in 
truth.20I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in 
me through their word, 21that they may all be one." 

 
SERMON                                                              Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (not printed in the bulletin) 
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God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ 
  

OFFERING PRAYER 
Pastor:  God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive 
our lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. Amen 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING Pastor: It is right and our joy that we at all times and in 

all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who, sharing our life, lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that 
our darkness should give way to your own brilliant light. Amen  
 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
 

INVITATION Pastor: The risen Christ invites us to this table. Come, eat and be 

satisfied.  
 

TABLE BLESSING Pastor: The body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

keep you in his grace now and forever. Amen  
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION Pastor: Wellspring of joy, through this meal you 

have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the hunger still around us, and send us as joyful 
witnesses, that your love may bring joy to the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen 

 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world 
  

BLESSING:  
  

Pastor:  May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the 
risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and 
forever.  Amen 

 

THE DISMISSAL 
  
Pastor:  You are the body of Christ raised up for the world. Go in peace. Share the 
good news. 
 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  
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All rights reserved.  Reprint under ONE LICENSE #A-728169 
New Revised Standard Version Bible © 1989 Division of  Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used 

by permission.  All rights reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 ) Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg Fortress.  Used by permission. 

 

Lector: Eileen Larsen 
 
 
 
 
 

Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church 
1050 W Superstition Blvd. Apache Junction, AZ 85120 

Phone: 480-982-1569    e-mail:  info@epiphanyofchristlutheran.org 
Website:  epiphanyofchristlutheran.org  

  

Rev. Steve Crittenden, Pastor 

Our Mission:  God’s purpose for Epiphany of Christ Lutheran Church is to invite all to worship, grow 

through study, fellowship & mission. 
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GATHERING HYMN                I Come with Joy                                                                      482 
 

 
 

Text © 1971, re. 1995 Hope Publishing Company 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                         Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness                                 843 
 

 
Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company 
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SENDING HYMN                    Son of God, Eternal Savior                          655 

 


