
WELCOME: 
 
OPENING SENTENCES: (based on Psalm 22:1-6) 
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why so far from saving me, so far from the words of my  
groaning? 
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I find no rest. 
Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
Our ancestors put their trust in you, they trusted, and you rescued them. 
They cried out to you and were delivered; they trusted in you and were not put to shame. 
But as for me, I am a worm and not human, scorned by all and despised by the people. 
But you, O Lord, be not far away; O help me, hasten to my aid. 
Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog. 
You who fear the Lord, give praise! Stand in awe of the Lord, all you off-spring of Israel. 
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet to be born, saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 
 
PRAYER:                                                      
 
HYMN:                                                                    “Ah, Holy Jesus” 
Ah, holy Jesus, how have You offended, that mortal judgment has on You descended?  By foes derided, by Your 

own rejected, O most afflicted! 
Who was the guilty?  Who brought this upon you?  It is my treason, Lord, that has undone you.  Twas I, Lord 

Jesus, I it was denied You; I crucified You. 
For me, dear Jesus, was Your incarnation, Your mortal sorrow, and Your life’s oblation, Your death of anguish 

and Your bitter passion, for my salvation. 
Therefore, dear Jesus, since I cannot pay You, I do adore You, and will ever praise You, think on Your pity and 

Your love unswerving, not my deserving. 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION: 
Holy God, our strength in suffering and our hope for salvation, lift up your Word of life and pour out your 
Spirit of grace so that we may follow faithfully all the way to the cross; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
GOSPEL READING:                                              John 18:1-19:42 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME:                                     What’s Good About Friday?                                               
 
MESSAGE: 
 
HYMN:                                                                  “Were You There” vv.1-2 
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  Were you there when they crucified my Lord?  Oh!  Sometimes 

it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  Were you there when they crucified my Lord. 
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?  Oh! 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree. 
 
THE SOLEMN INTERCESSIONS: 
     Let us pray for the church throughout the world. 
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.  By your Holy Spirit, guide 
the church and gather it throughout the world.  Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the 
good news of salvation in Christ to all people.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.   
      
     Let us pray for this Presbytery and its member congregations.                                                                  
 
     Silent prayer:  
  
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy.  Strengthen and uphold pastors and 
other leaders; keep them in health and safety for the good of the church.  Help each of us to do faithfully the 
work to which you call us.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
 



     Let us pray for those preparing for baptism.                                                                                             
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church with new members.  Increase the faith and  
understanding of those preparing for baptism and confirmation.  Give them new birth as your children.  
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.  Make all the baptized one in the fullness of 
faith and keep us united in the fellowship of love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
     Let us pray for people of other faiths.                                                                                                    
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under different names.  
Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful in our witness to the love made known to 
us in your Son, Jesus Christ.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
     Let us pray for those who cannot believe.                                                                                            
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all might long to know you and find peace in you.  
Grant that all may recognize signs of your love and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and 
gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
     Let us pray for God’s creation.                                                                                                           
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe.  Hold this world in the arms of 
your care, heal the damage we have done, and bring all things to fulfillment in you.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
      
     Let us pray for the leaders and people of all nations.                                                                        
  
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and the oppressed.  In your goodness, give  
wisdom to those in authority so that people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the 
goodness of your creation.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
     Let us pray for all who suffer.                                                                                                             
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who have lost heart.  
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble that they may have the joy of receiving your help in 
their need.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
     As our Savior has taught us, we are bold to pray:  Our Father…                                                              
 
SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS: 
This is the cross that held the Savior of the world. 
Come, let us worship God. 
This is the cross that held the Savior of the world. 
Come, let us worship God. 
This is the cross that held the Savior of the world. 
Come, let us worship God. 
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me! 



I led you out of slavery into freedom…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
Forty years I led you through the desert…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire…and you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
I planted you as my fairest vineyard…and you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.  
 
I poured out saving water from the rock…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.   
    
I gave you a royal scepter…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.  
   
I struck down your enemies…and you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
I opened the waters to lead you to the Promised Land…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
 
I lifted you up top the heights…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
  
I grafted you into my people Israel…and you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.  
   
I was hungry and you gave me no food…and you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
 
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?  Answer me! 
 
HYMN:                                                            “Were You There”  vv.3-4 

 Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?  Were you there when they pierced Him in the side?  
Oh!  Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  Were you there when they pierced Him in the 

side? 
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?  Oh!  
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.  Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

 
CLOSING SENTENCES:  (from: Stages On The Way; Worship Resources For Lent) 
So there it is, the ugly shape of beautiful wood, rough hewn by human hands.   
Lord where are you now? 
And there it is, your broken body, shrouded in linen, clothed in darkness.   
Lord, where are you now? 
And there it is, a tight-shut tomb, a borrowed grave, sealed with stone and silence.  
Lord, where are you now? 
And out in the streets, the children have stopped their playing, the sound of music has gone sour, even the  
unlikely people fidget and wonder.   
Lord, where are you now? 
Trying so vainly to gain all, we’ve bartered you away in the transaction.   
We have lost the one who found us. 
 

 

 


