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GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER SERVICE 

April 2, 2021 
 

GATHERING: 
 

WELCOME:                                                                                                                     
 
OPENING SENTENCES: (based on Psalm 22:1-6)                                                                            
My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?  Why so far from saving 
me, so far from the words of my groaning? 
My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I find no 
rest. 
Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
Our ancestors put their trust in you, they trusted, and you rescued 
them. 
They cried out to you and were delivered; they trusted in you and were 
not put to shame. 
But as for me, I am a worm and not human, scorned by all and  
despised by the people. 
But you, O Lord, be not far away; O help me, hasten to my aid. 
Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog. 
You who fear the Lord, give praise! Stand in awe of the Lord, all you  
off-spring of Israel. 
They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet to be born,  
saying to them, “The Lord has acted!” 
 
PRAYER:                                                                                                                      
 
*HYMN:                                     “Ah, Holy Jesus”                              #93 
1 Ah, holy Jesus, how have You offended, that mortal judgment has on 

You descended? By foes derided, by Your own rejected, O most  
afflicted! 

 
2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon You? It was my treason, 
Lord, that has undone You! 'Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied You; I 

crucified You. 
 

3 For me, dear Jesus, was Your incarnation, Your mortal sorrow, and 
Your life's oblation; Your death of anguish and Your bitter passion, for 

my salvation. 
 

 
4 Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? Were you there 
when they laid him in the tomb? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to  

tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they laid him in the 
tomb? 

 
DISMISSAL:   
He will walk a little in front of us towards Calvary. 
He will not be scared, NO, he will not be scared. 
He will feel the pain of wood and nails; 
But more than this he will feel the weight of all the evil, all the malice, 
all the pettiness, all the sin of the world heaped upon His shoulders. 
He will not throw that weight off, though He could. 
He will not give back evil for evil, return malice for malice, take  
revenge on the petty-minded, or spew out hate on all who have despised 
or rejected Him. 
He will not give back the sin of the world. He will take it away…into 
death, into hell, so that He can lead us into heaven. 
Then He will go on again, in faith, towards the resurrection. 
 

 

 



 
I gave you a royal scepter…but you have made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.  
   
I struck down your enemies…and you have made a cross for your  
Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
I opened the waters to lead you to the Promised Land…but you have 
made a cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
 
I lifted you up top the heights…but you have made a cross for your  
Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
  
I grafted you into my people Israel…and you have made a cross for your 
Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.  
   
I was hungry and you gave me no food…and you have made a cross for 
your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
 
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?   
Answer me! 
 
*HYMN:                                “Were You There?”                          #102 
1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Were you there when 

they crucified my Lord? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to tremble,  
tremble, tremble. Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the tree? Were you there 
when they nailed him to the tree? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to  

tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when they nailed him to the 
tree? 

 
3 Were you there when they pierced Him in the side? Were you there 
when they pierced Him in the side? Oh! Sometimes it causes me to 

tremble, tremble, tremble. Were you there when the pierced Him in the 
side? 

 

 
4 Therefore, dear Jesus, since I cannot pay You, I do adore You, and 

will ever praise You, think on Your pity and Your love unswerving, not 
my deserving. 

 
WORD: 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION:                                                                                                     
 
GOSPEL READING:                                           John 18:1-14                           
 
HYMN OF RESPONSE:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” v.1        #98 
1 O sacred Head, now wounded, with grief and shame weighed down; 
now scornfully surrounded with thorns, Thine only crown! O sacred 
Head, what glory, what bliss till now was Thine! Yet, though despised 

and gory, I joy to call thee mine. 
 

John 18:15-19:16 
 

HYMN OF RESPONSE:  “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” v.2        #98 
2 What thou, my Lord, hast suffered was all for sinners’ gain. Mine, 

mine was the transgression, but Thine the deadly pain. Lo, here I fall, 
my Savior! ’Tis I deserve thy place; look on me with thy favor, and 

grant to me Thy grace. 
 

John 19:16b-42 
 

*HYMN OF RESPONSE:  “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”          #98 
3 What language shall I borrow to thank thee, dearest Friend, for this, 

Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 
Oh, make me Thine forever, and should I fainting be, Lord, let me 

 never, never outlive my love to Thee. 
 
THE SOLOMN INTERCESSION: 
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in 
Jesus Christ.  By your Holy Spirit, guide the church and gather it 
throughout the world.  Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your 
name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to all people.  We 
ask this through Christ our Lord.   
 
 
 



 
     Silent prayer:  
  
Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it 
holy.  Strengthen and uphold pastors and other leaders; keep them in 
health and safety for the good of the church.  Help each of us to do 
faithfully the work to which you call us.  We ask this through Christ 
our Lord. 
      
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church with new 
members.  Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for 
baptism and confirmation.  Give them new birth as your children.  
Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy church.  Make all 
the baptized one in the fullness of faith and keep us united in the  
fellowship of love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
      
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call 
out to you under different names.  Bring an end to interreligous strife, 
and make us more faithful in our witness to the love made known to us 
in your Son, Jesus Christ.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all might long 
to know you and find peace in you.  Grant that all may recognize signs 
of your love and grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and 
gladly acknowledge you as the one true God.  We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
      
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent  
universe.  Hold this world in the arms of your care, heal the damage 
we have done, and bring all things to fulfillment in you.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
  
     Silent prayer:  
 
 
 
      

 
Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and the 
oppressed.  In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority so that 
people everywhere may enjoy justice, peace, freedom, and a share in 
the goodness of your creation.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
     
     Silent prayer:  
 
Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new 
courage to those who have lost heart.  Hear the prayers of all who call 
on you in any trouble that they may have the joy of receiving your help 
in their need.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
     SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS: 
This is the cross that held the Savior of the world. 
Come, let us worship God. 
This is the cross that held the Savior of the world. 
Come, let us worship God. 
This is the cross that held the Savior of the world. 
Come, let us worship God. 
O my people, O my church, what more could I have done for you?   
Answer me! 
 
I led you out of slavery into freedom…but you have made a cross for 
your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
Forty years I led you through the desert…but you have made a cross for 
your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
I led you on your way in a pillar of cloud and fire…and you have made a 
cross for your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us. 
    
I planted you as my fairest vineyard…and you have made a cross for 
your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.  
 
I poured out saving water from the rock…but you have made a cross for 
your Savior. 
Holy God, Holy and mighty, Holy immortal, have mercy upon us.   


