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PASTOR’S PEN 
The month of November brings to most people’s minds thoughts of Thanksgiving, of the day set aside for 
food and family, and the idea around why this day has been set apart, our gratitude for the life we have. I 
am a big fan of Thanksgiving, and a firm believer that in our gratitude we return a portion of what we 
have been given to God as a response to what God has done and is doing. But this year, I am mindful of 
another day we set aside, All Saints Day, and my gratitude for those Saints who have joined the Church 
Eternal in this past year. Rev. Fred. Buechner, noted Presbyterian pastor and author once said, and I am 
paraphrasing here, “If we don’t believe in resurrection, if we don’t believe that God raised Jesus from the 
dead, then what is the point of our faith?” Over these last 18 month or so, with the ongoing issues of  
pandemic and social justice and politics and economy and all that has gone on with these things, we have 
seen a great disruption to our lives and our ways of doing; to the point that many people feel  
overwhelmed and overcome, as if life cannot possibly go on any further. Or, people get frustrated and 
angry and lash out at various people, places and things. And, during this period in time, we have also had 
the somber reminder of the amount of death that has gone with these things, and that can certainly be 
overwhelming and could send one to a defeatist attitude to be sure. And, we have seen many in our  
congregation and families have to deal with their own illnesses and deaths and struggles. All of this is to 
say that the struggle is real, it is deep, it is difficult, and it can indeed overwhelm and overcome us. And 
we turn to human agencies to take these things on: we rely on government and politicians and  
personalities and policies, many which serve our need and do address some of the issue. But, we still find 
ourselves dealing with these issues and struggles even when these human agencies have succeeded in 
providing some sense of help. Where does our help come? Is it from these human agencies and our  
abilities to take care of things? How has that worked out for us so far? I reflect again on the paraphrased 
words of Fred. Buechner: God raised Jesus from the dead, and if we if don’t believe in this, then it is  
going to be a long day for all. BUT, GOD RAISED JESUS FROM THE DEAD!! God has overcome the 
power and hold of death, and if God can overcome death and make life new, then God can  
overcome these issues that have been a part of life over these last 18 months. That does not mean that 
God is magically making them all go away: death is real, evil is real, illness is real, unemployment and 
underemployment and low wages and high prices are real. God did not eliminate death in raising Jesus, 
God took the power of death to dictate and transformed the whole process, new life will always come  
into play. God gives to us the empowering possibility to live into that new life in the midst of the worst 
that is going on around us, if we trust in faith that God overcomes death. In faith we can face all that is 
around us and not be overcome, not be afeared, not be daunted, but move into this life and go and do and 
care for others and live life. As we remember Marilyn Blatchford, Deanna Daniels, Marv Edmunds, Kay 
Hansen, Lynn Kelly, Larry Manker, Ralph Maslonka, and Don Stokes, may we remember that each of 
these saints died in the faith in Jesus Christ and they too have been brought into the new life that God 
makes real, THEY LIVE ON IN RESURRECTION GLORY WITH JESUS. There is nothing, according 
to the Apostle Paul, that can overcome the love of God in Jesus Christ, and that love is poured out for us 
to grab on to, take hold of, to be submerged in so that this life and all of its challenges will not  
overwhelm and overcome us. God overcomes, that is our faith. Thanks be to God. 
Dave 

Faith UP 
November 2021 



All Saints’ Day—November 1 Isaiah 25:6–9 Psalm 24:1–10  
Revelation 21:1–6a John 11:32–44 
  
Sunday, November 7 (Proper 27) Semicontinuous Ruth 3:1–5, 4:13–17 
and Psalm 127; Hebrews 9:24–28; Mark 12:38–44   
Complementary 1 Kings 17:8–16 and Psalm 146; Hebrews 9:24–28; 
Mark 12:38–44 
 
 Sunday, November 14 (Proper 28) Semicontinuous 1 Samuel 1:4–20 
and 1 Samuel 2:1–10;  Hebrews 10:11–14 (15-18); 19–25 Mark 13:1–8  
Complementary Daniel 12:1–3 and Psalm 16; Hebrews 10:11–14 (15–
18) 19–25; Mark 13:1–8 
  
Christ the King (or Reign of Christ)—November 21 Semicontinuous 
2 Samuel 23:1–7 and Psalm 132:1–12 (13–18); Revelation 1:4b–8; John 
18:33–37  
Complementary Daniel 7:9–10, 13–14 and Psalm 93; Revelation 1:4b–
8; John 18:33–37 
  
First Sunday of Advent—November 28 Jeremiah 33:14–16 Psalm 
25:1–10 1 Thessalonians 3:9–13 Luke 21:25–36 

2 -  November 2021 

SERVING OPPORTUNITIES 
At the August Session Meeting the session voted to re-structure our committee structure, creating  
Ministry Teams made up of the former committees to do the work of the church. The People Team will consist 
of the former CE Committee, Worship Committee and Membership Committee, and they will work for create a 
description of what this team will be responsible for taking care of. The Operations Team will consist of the  
former Building and Grounds Committee, the Finance and Stewardship Committee, the Memorial Committee 
and the Endowment Committee and it will create a description of what is needed to take care of the operations of 
the church, day to day, monthly, quarterly, and yearly. The Administrative Committee, which handles all of our 
personnel issues, will now be the Personnel Team and will function as it did before. And, the Mission  
Committee will now be the Outreach Team, and will take care of all our outreach issues to the community, the 
wider church, and the wider world. This is all in an effort to streamline how we take care of the enacting of the 
church from the perspective of Faith United. We hope that we can combine duties of the former committees so 
that the things to be done are actually being done, and we have a written description of what those things are for 
the future people who will serve the church in this capacity. And, forming ministry teams will also enable us to 
expand the pool of people who are serving as well; the goal of each team is to add people from the congregation 
who are not currently serving as elders, so that we have more people helping with the work, and we give  
opportunity to those who have previously not been asked to serve. We hope to pump in some new energy and 
new ideas for our ministry. So, as we put these teams together, please consider your gifts and skills and  
passions for serving, where might you best fit into this new endeavor? Each of us fits somewhere, no one is  
excused from serving the church and its ministry to the world in Jesus’ name. If you are asked to serve in some 
capacity, please prayerfully consider the request. If you are not asked, then tell us you want to serve and we will 
connect you where your passions meet the need. Thank you for joining in the ministry of Faith United as we 
move into our new day.  
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   Mission Committee Members: Lori Hansen, Chairman; Harriett Marsh, 
Becky Bainbridge, Zach Gould, Cheri Hansen, Jeff Hansen, Peggy Reid.  

Spotlight on Missions!!  
 

  WOW! Crop Walk was a huge success for Faith United. We had over a dozen walkers, most wearing our red 
shirts. Although it will be a while before we have a final total of donations, we feel sure we went well over our 
$1000 goal. Thanks to all the walkers and to all those who donated to this event. This is one of the many times 
we on the Mission Committee feel God's spirit working through our congregation and community. 
   At our meeting Monday, July 18th, we decided to combine our Sock, Hat, Mitten drive with warm items  
needed by the Warming Shelter. This year we will be donating to Morningside and Spalding Park Elementaries 
and to the Warming Shelter - hats, socks, gloves and mittens, underwear and (schools have closets dedicated to 
these items!). There will be no limits on sizes or colors - kindergarten through adult! We will accept items or  
dollars if you don't want to do the shopping. The deadline for donating will be November 21st. Bins will be  
provided underneath the bulletin board or you can see any committee member or donate money designated for 
our November project.  
   Remember Matthew 25:40! And God bless you. 

DEACONS 
 
Deacons will meet on Tuesday November 
16th at 3:00 pm. 

It's time for Back Packs!  Come join us packing back 
packs for the kid's in Siouxland on Monday  
November 29 6:00 pm at the Food Bank.  Please  
contact Becky Bainbridge if have any questions or if 
you would like to join us. 

ATTENTION SESSION  
COMMITTTEE MEMBERS! 
Please get your budget information to the 
Finance Committee by October 31st. If 

they do not get your information by then, 
your committee will NOT be included in 
the budget. Meaning, you will lose your 

budgeted money. 

Thank you to the Deacons, congregation of 
Faith United and everyone for all the kind 
words, cards and prayers.  
Your thoughtfulness was very appreciated. 
Sally Manker 



PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

November 
    Circles will meet:  
Nov 2 - 2:00 pm - Naomi Circle & Esther Bible 
Study  
Nov 3 - 10:00 am- Rebecca Circle  
Nov 16 - 7:00 pm Lydia Circle 
Nov 19 - 10:00 am Coordinating Team 
Nov 19 - PW Gathering at noon 
                Dedication of Thank Offerin 
              
 
 Linda Puttmann 
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Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

EMPTY NESTERS 
Empty Nesters will meet at 5:30 pm on 
Tuesday November 9 at                  .  Please 
let Bob Mesmer know if you will be going. 
You can still come even if you don’t let him 
know, but he needs an approximate count to 
reserve a big enough table.  

Honorary Life Member for  
Presbyterian Women to be decided 
during November 

 
During the month of November, the  
Presbyterian Women of the Circles are to 

cast their votes to honor someone who has given  
faithful service to the women’s organization and to the 
church.  This person does not need to be a circle  
member or even a woman.  The recipient receives a 
silver pin along with a personalized certificate.  Funds 
derived from the cost of the pin support the PW  
Leadership Development Grant Program.  Grants help 
individuals to engage in leadership development  
opportunities such as the Churchwide Gathering,  
Advocacy Days and the UN Commission on the  
Status of Women.  
 
 THIS YEAR – we want to invite all Presbyterian 
Women of the Congregation to cast a vote for a person 
who they think is deserving of this honor.  So as a 
woman in the congregation, make a vote, seal it in an 
unmarked envelope and (1) give to Audrey Fenton, (2) 
put it in her mail slot by the office or (3) you can even 
email her at wayneaudrey@aol.com.   Deadline is  
November 30. 
 
We hope to make this presentation by the end of the 
year or very shortly after the New Year. 
 
 

 SAVE THE DATE    The Triennial 
Meeting of the Presbyterian Women in the Synod of 
Lakes and Prairies will meet June 16-19, 2022, at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in Sioux City.  Scholarship funds 
will be available for those who want to attend.  Keep  
watching for more information after the first of the 
year.    

mailto:wayneaudrey@aol.com.


Prayer Families for November 
 
 7– Betty Maxfield, Beverly 
Maxfield, Bob & Julie Mesmer, 
Bobbi Mesmer, Heather Mesmer, 
Kaylinn Mesmer & family 

 
14 -  Mary Michell, Ben & Christy Miller & 
family, Lynda Miller, Barb Montgomery,  
Bonnie Oliver, Anthony & Ellen Osborn & 
family 
 
21 - Jeff & Becky Paulsen, Esther Peters, 
Lani Pettit, Naomi Pettit, Toots Pittman,  
Dick & Marcia Pruehs 
 
28 - Greg & Linda Puttmann, Peggy Reid,  
Dr Robert & Dorothy Rice, Bob & Vina 
Rodecker, Bob & Janet Ross, Mark & Angie 
Schmith & family 
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    2 - Bob & Janet Ross 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
23 - Alicia Lingle 
24 - Lillian Stokes 
25 - Janet Ross 
27 - Hermine Windle 
28 - Reta Johnson 
       Noah McWilliams 
       Lauren Osborn 

  1 - Carlotta Fox 
        Linda Puttmann 
  7 - Marguerite Dahl 
 13 - Greg Puttmann 
 19 - Kelly Berkenpas 

Sunday Attendance 
 
                                      10:30        
October 3                      ?? 
October 10                   47         
October 17                   47 
 

Treasurer’s Report from September 
 

Income          $9,369.00 
                
Expenses       $31,148.91 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      ($21,779.91) 
(Mowing, quarterly insurance, roof repair & 
computer issues contributed to extra  
expenses) 

JOB OPENING AT FATH UPC 
Our Maintenance/cleaning person, Lindy has 
recently resigned. So, we are now looking for 

someone to do the weekly cleaning of the 
church and monitor any maintenance items.  

Please contact Pat Floyd at 630-842-2769 if you 
are interested in this position or if you have any 

questions. 



 10:30 Service 
 
7 - Jeff Arnett*, Merlin & Peggy 
Berkenpas, Eric Butler 
 
14 - Angie Irwin*, Richard Delfs, Jeff & 
Becky Paulsen 
 
21 - Bob* & Vina* Rodecker, Marilyn 
Erickson, Anthony Osborn 
 
28 - Skip Trout*, Dick Pruehs, Bill 
Strawn 
 
 

 
7 - Connie Sponder 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

November -  
Pat Floyd & Gary Hacker 

Sally Lingle 

Nov/Dec 
UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS  
ARE HERE! 

These Days 
 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter.  

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month 

prior to publication. Please direct ideas, articles & 
questions to  

Teri McCallum faithupcsec@outlook.com 
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November - OUR CONGREGATION IN ACTION 

  7 -  
14 -  
21 -  
28 -  

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 

2 
2:00 pm Naomi 
Circle & Esther 
Bible Study 
 
 

3 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
12:30 pm Lunch Bunch 
@  
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:00 pm Choir practice 

4 
10:00 am Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
5:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
6:30 pm Scouts 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

6 
9:00 am Weight 
Watchers 
 
 

7 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
6:30 pm Session 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Empty 
Nesters @   
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:00 pm Choir practice 
 

11 
10:00 am Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
5:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
6:30 pm Scouts 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

13 
9:00 am Weight 
Watchers 

14 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
1-4 Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
3:00 pm 
Deacons 
7:00 pm Lydia 
Circle 

17 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:00 pm Choir practice 

18 
10:00 am Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
5:30 pm Weight 
Watchers 
6:30 pm Scouts 

19 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating Mtg 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

120 
9:00 am Weight 
Watchers 
 
 
 
 
 
 

21 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:00 pm Choir practice 

25 
THANKSGIVING 
Church office 
closed 

26 
Church office 
closed 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

27 
9:00 am Weight 
Watchers 

28 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
1-4 Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Scout 
Leader meeting 
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FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Mary Andersen, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Zach Gould 
Gary Hacker 

Lori Hansen 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 
Julie Mesmer 

Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Rita Stolz 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Gary Hacker 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Connie Sponder 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Gary Hacker 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Tina Hansen 
Linda Puttmann 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
Pat Floyd 
 
Membership 
Linda Puttmann 
Connie Sponder 
 

Memorial 
Renea Anderson 
Gary Hacker 
Lori Hansen 
Dick Pruehs 
 
Mission 
Lori Hansen 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

Daylight Savings Time 
ends Sunday  
November 7. Turn your 
clocks back 1 hour. 

mailto:faithupc@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
http://www.faithupc.com

