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PASTOR’S PEN 
It was one year ago, the third week of Lent or so, that the shutting down of in person activities 
began in Sioux City and beyond, and we went into a quarantine of sorts, in response to the COVID 
virus that had begun to rapidly spread across the globe and the US and the middle of the country. 
We heard stories every day of illness, of death, of endless shifts for hospital workers and empty 
shelves in the stores, and before long, overwhelmed funeral homes as the death toll began to 
mount.  
 
For the next 4 months, we remained in this shut down mode, pre-empting in person activities and 
holding worship and meetings virtually only. Then things began to lessen a bit and we were able to 
approach a bit of a return, beginning in person worship and some activities again, albeit with many 
safety precautions in place. And though the movement and severity of the virus ebbed and flowed 
through the summer and fall months, and though we endured surges around Thanksgiving,  
Christmas, and New Years, we made our way through these unchartered waters, without having to 
again end in person worship and activities, though we have remained in virtual meetings and we 
continue to be very cautious when it comes to what we do and how we do it in person.  
As this Newsletter comes out and we move into March and the one year anniversary, the toll of 
the virus has been staggering: thousands have been unemployed and those jobs gone; thousands of 
small business have shuttered, unable to withstand the drop in revenue; school classrooms have 
gone back and forth between in person with distanced classrooms and activities with few  
spectators, to on line only and the struggles that have gone with that; worship has also gone back 
and forth, but all churches have struggled in not being able to gather in numbers of people and 
funerals and weddings and other activities have either been put off or have been greatly  
downsized; not to mention that over most of the summer and fall the nation was embroiled in a 
monumental movement around the social justice issues we face and the political issues we face; 
and most staggering of all, the death toll has reached 500k, a number that few ever thought 
would be reached with an illness here in this country. And those are only from this country;  
globally the numbers for these things is simply mind-boggling. With only this picture in view, this 
would seem to be the bleakest of the bleak, it would seem that we are indeed moving rapidly  
toward the end of things. BUT… 
 
Over this period of time we have also seen some spectacular things take place, often times going 
unnoticed by media and people, but happening all over the place nonetheless, and these things are 
a reminder to us that even in the bleakest of circumstances, God continues to be alive and active 
among us, overcoming all obstacles to the new thing that God continues to do, overcoming all  
barriers to Creator Creating Creation. Though we have seen massive death with this virus, we 
have also seen massive recovery, and the shortest period of time ever in human history for the 
creation and rollout of a vaccine. Though we have seen massive unemployment and businesses  
closing, we have also seen the formation of new jobs around new business and industry, we have 
seen people getting back to work, people discovering new skills and a new passion for work they 
never thought they could take on; we have seen people supporting local businesses with renewed 
interest, so as to keep smaller businesses afloat; we saw a large movement toward slowing down, 
toward downsizing our accumulating, we have, for the most part, seen people genuinely caring 
about and doing for one another; and when people have been able to gather there is such a sense 
of joy at seeing one another face to face and not through a computer screen.  
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Faith UP 
March 2021 



Third Sunday in Lent—March 7 Exodus 20:1–17 
Psalm 19 1 Corinthians 1:18–25 John 2:13–22  
 
Fourth Sunday in Lent—March 14 Numbers 21:4
–9 Psalm 107:1–3, 17–22 Ephesians 2:1–10 John 
3:14–21  
 
Fifth Sunday in Lent—March 21 Jeremiah 31:31–
34 Psalm 51:1–12 or Psalm 119:9–16 Hebrews 5:5–
10 John 12:20–33  
 
Passion/Palm Sunday—March 28 Liturgy of the 
Palms Mark 11:1–11 or John 12:12–16 Psalm 118:1–
2, 19–29  
 
Liturgy of the Passion Isaiah 50:4–9a Psalm 31:9–
16 Philippians 2:5–11 Mark 14:1–15:47 or Mark 
15:1-39 (40–47)  

Monday of Holy Week—March 29 Isaiah 42:1–9 
Psalm 36:5–11 Hebrews 9:11–15 John 12:1–11  
 
Tuesday of Holy Week—March 30 Isaiah 49:1–7 
Psalm 71:1–14 1 Corinthians 1:18–31 John 12:20–36  
 
Wednesday of Holy Week—March 31 Isaiah 50:4–
9a Office of Theology and Worship, Presbyterian 
Church (U.S.A.) 2 Psalm 70:1–5 Hebrews 12:1–3 John 
13:21–32  
 
Maundy Thursday—April 1 Exodus 12:1–4 (5–10) 
11–14 Psalm 116:1–2, 12–19 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 
John 13:1–17, 31b–35  
 
Good Friday—April 2 Isaiah 52:13–53:12 Psalm 
22:1–31 Hebrews 10:16–25 or Hebrews 4:14–16, 5:7–
9 John 18:1–19:42  
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And, in regards to the whole virtual community, we are discovering a whole new way of being  
community, with a whole new approach to gathering, to welcoming, to educating, to recreating; we 
will continue to provide live stream worship, funerals etc, we now have this technology available 
for meetings and such when weather is bad or people are out of town, we will continue to live 
stream worship so that people from across the country can continue to worship with us and we 
are currently working on how we can make giving a possibility in the on line sense, so that those 
joining us in virtual worship and other things can also feel they can contribute through financial 
giving.  
 
Through the worst of this time, we have found a way forward because God has always been a part 
of this with us, in us, through us. Some might ask why would God even allow such a situation to  
develop; God does not take away all the bad possibilities, but equips us to face these situations 
when they do occur because we still live in the kingdom that is present in the sinful world; stuff 
happens, God equips us to live in the stuff, and to come through in new creation. As we are move 
steadily toward the glorious Easter moment, we must be reminded that Jesus went to Jerusalem, 
Jesus confronted the powers and principalities and was arrested and convicted and executed and 
buried; you cannot get to Easter without going through Golgatha. But, even with Golgatha looming 
in the background, Easter Sun rose and new live began again. May we trust, in faith, that as we 
make our way through the pandemic and the politics and the cultural and human divisions, as we 
make our way through Lent, Easter always approaches and it ever-present as a reminder that God 
will always overcome sin and evil and death to create new life. Thanks be to God.  
 
Dave 



Eleanor Tasker 
4000 Teton Trace #109 
Sioux City, IA 51104 
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
Many thanks to all who contributed to our Souper Bowl of Caring. We collected $170.00 which will be sent to 
the Community Action Agency for their food pantry. Presently the Mission Committee is collecting both items 
and money for Blessing/Comfort Bags for the Warming Shelter. These should be in by February 28th but as most 
of you will get your March newsletter before the end of February, it's never too late to donate! 
  During the month of February the following was sent from the Juhl Mission Account:  A $300 quarterly  
payment to our mission worker, Shawn Harmon and $400 to Empty Bowls, the main fundraiser for the Food 
Bank of Siouxland.  Faith United has been sponsoring a table at this event for several years and if any of you 
would like to specifically donate to this, just put "Empty Bowls" on the memo line of your check to the mission 
account. 
  Coming up in March and culminating in April for Easter is our One Great Hour of Sharing offering and  
collecting money and items for Easter baskets for the Crittenton Center. (Doesn't this sound good? Spring is 
coming!) More information about the baskets will be forthcoming in the bulletin and our Minutes for Mission. 
These are ongoing projects and hopefully we will have the same enthusiastic response as we have had in the past. 
  "In as much as you have done it unto the least of these, you have done it unto me."  God bless all of you! 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

BACK PACKS Come join us for Back Packs 
Monday March 22 6:00 pm at the Food 
Bank.  Masks are required.  Please contact Becky 
Bainbridge if you would like to join the fun. 



PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

March 
    Circles will meet:  
March 2, Naomi Circle, 2:00 pm 
March 2, Esther Bible Study, 2:00 pm 
March 3, Rebecca Circle, 10:00 am 
March 16, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm 
March 19, Coordinating Team, 10:00 am 
March 19, PW  Gathering, noon 
  
 Linda Puttmann 

 
 
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations of empty 
plastic pill bottles for inclusion in  
shipments of medical supplies and for shredding and 
recycling. Our pill bottle program fulfills the dual 
needs of improving medical care in  
developing countries and caring for our  
environment. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bottles included in shipments of medical  
supplies must have an all plastic lid. 

 
 

 
Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. 
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Music Notes 
Music Mondays 
Beginning in January, Ellen Osborn will be  
presenting "Music Mondays" at 10:00 am on 
Facebook. These live chats will be about  
upcoming music projects in the church, favorite 
hymns, other musical topics, and may include 
guests from time to time!  



Prayer Families for March 
 
7 – Tony & Mary Andersen &  
family, Renea Anderson, Garrett 
Anderson, Kathy Angerman, 
Elgerd & Marlyn Arnett, Jeff 

Arnett, Jeff & Becky Bainbridge 
 
 14 - Al & Donna Baustian, Cory & Kelly 
Berkenpas & family, Jay Berkenpas, Merlin 
& Peggy Berkenpas, Roxanne Bobolz,  
Elizabeth Boyer 
 
21 -  Tom & Dawn Braddy & family, Barb  
Brienzo, Vivian Busse, Eric Butler,  
Michele Butler, Rick & Carol Butler 
 
28 - Larry & Andrea Cale, Merton & Sherrie 
Chmelka, Delbert Christensen & family, 
Josh Clayton & family, Karen Clayton, Kathy 
Clayton 
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   7 - Marv & Lorraine Edmunds 
 29 - Merlin & Peggy Berkenpas 

 
 
 
 
  8 - Keith Hansen 
  9 - Sarah Hansen 
       Harriett Marsh 
10 - Mark Schmith 
11 - Laurinda Finken 
17 - Skip Trout 
       Marilyn Winter 
21 - Addyson Hicklin 
       Larry Severeide 
26 - Sally Manker 
27 - Daren Koehler 
29 - Julie Mesmer 
30 - Andrew Becker 
31 - Lloyd Trout 

 1 - Darrell Krommenhoek 
 2 - Andrea Cale 
 4 - Larisa Chmielewski 
 7 - John Daniels 
      Brenda Murphy 
     Taylor Schmith 

Sunday Attendance 
 
                                      10:30       Live Stream 
January  31                     37               23   
February 7                      31               63  
February 14                    18               62   
February 17(Ash Wed)  16                  
February 21                    10               49 

Treasurer’s Report from January 
 

Income          $14,060.53 
               
Expenses       $12,738.99 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      $1,321.54 



 10:30 Service 
 
 
7 - Skip Trout*, Dick Pruehs, Sheryl 
Collins, Bill Strawn 
 
14 - Zach Gould 
 
21 - Jeff Arnett*, Merlin & Peggy 
Berkenpas, Eric Butler 
 
28 - Angie Irwin*, Richard Delfs, Jeff & 
Becky Paulsen 

7 - Lori Hansen, Connie Sponder 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

March - Pat Floyd, Connie Sponder 

 

March/April 
UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS  
ARE HERE! These Days 

 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter.  

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of the month 

prior to publication. Please direct ideas, articles & 
questions to  

Teri McCallum faithupcsec@outlook.com 6 -  March 2021 

March - OUR CONGREGATION IN ACTION 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
 

2 
 
2:00 pm Naomi & 
Esther Circles 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 

4 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 Cub Scouts 
7 pm Session 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

11 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

13 
 
Scout 
Pinewood 
Derby 

14 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 
 
 

17 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 
 

18 
8:30 Men’s Club 
Bible Study 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

19 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
12:00 PW 
Gathering 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

20 
 
 

21 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

25 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

27 
 
 
Eagle Scout 
Ceremony 
 
 
 
 

28 
Palm Sunday 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 Cub Scouts 

30 
 
9-5 Lifeline 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
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FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Mary Anderson, Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 
Gary Hacker 
Lori Hansen 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 
Julie Mesmer 

Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Rita Stolz 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Gary Hacker 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Connie Sponder 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Gary Hacker 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Pat Floyd 
Tina Hansen 
Linda Puttmann 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
Pat Floyd 
 
Membership 
Linda Puttmann 
Connie Sponder 
 

Memorial 
Renea Anderson 
Gary Hacker 
Lori Hansen 
Dick Pruehs 
 
Mission 
Lori Hansen 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 
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