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PASTOR’S PEN 
Well, we are at the end of another year, and what a year it was. From the ongoing COVID pandemic that is still  
causing much distress in the world, to ongoing situations over cultural divisions, racial divisions, political divisions, 
religious divisions, economic divisions; to extreme weather situations in the western states with wild fires and extreme 
dryness, to tropical storm and hurricane and flood situations in the southeastern states, to drought and extreme dryness 
in the midwestern states, to now two significant winter storms in the northeaster states; to shut downs and start ups and 
closings and having to operate in very unfamiliar ways in many situations; to a general weariness and fatigue over 
much of the nation and the world, it has been a year that most of us will not soon forget, and don’t want to repeat. We 
could take up a lot of writing in simply listing all the difficult situations that we have faced in this past year, outside the 
church, but inside the church we have had our share as well: we mourned the death of 12 members or family members 
of Faith United Presbyterian Church; we saw the interruption of in person worship from March 16-July 12, and the 
stoppage of most all of our in person activities outside of worship and a few small groups; we saw the advent of live 
stream worship, something that is still a work in progress, as well as the use of Zoom technology for many activities 
that we cannot do in person right now, which has caused stress and anxiety and frustration; we have seen the struggle 
of isolation with many of our older and homebound members because of the pandemic, and try as we might, keeping 
those connections has not always been something we have been able to accomplish; and we generally have missed  
seeing one another in person, to visit, to share in the ongoing life situations, to hug and shake hands, to see our children 
and young persons. It has all just been a lot. 
For many people, this holiday season from Thanksgiving through Christmas has not given us much pause for joy and 
happiness, it has been more struggle than we can deal with. I am certainly among those who have felt my share of the 
angst of the time; not only all those things that I have mentioned already, but trying weekly to preach into my phone 
and lead worship into my phone was certainly a challenge; not being able to see our children, both here at the church 
and my own children and grand children has been especially difficult for Sherry and I; hearing daily the stories of the 
struggles of the medical community in the midst of a pandemic has been extremely emotional for me and for Sherry, 
who is living this daily; and the daily worry of how we as the church will be able to deal with and respond to all that is 
going on has been a challenge that I was not prepared for coming out of seminary, or college, or the womb for that 
matter. 
And yet, through it all, a passage of scripture has been ringing in my ears, “For nothing will be impossible with 
God.” (Luke 1:37) In the midst of all that has gone on in this past year, we have seen some wondrous stuff happening 
as well: though we mourn with the 300k plus families who mourn the death of their loved ones from COVID as well as 
the thousands who mourn the death of loved ones from all those things that continue to plague humankind, we also 
have seen millions of people who had the virus recover and resume living life, as well as now the advent of two  
vaccines and more on the way and a host of medications to help those who are currently ill; we have seen recovery for 
people facing a host of health issues, both in our congregation and in the wider world; we have seen the worst of  
humanity in the struggles for justice and equity and the ongoing divisions of culture and race and politics, and yet in 
those situations we also saw moments of healing, of hands reaching across the divisions to breach the chasms; we have 
seen new construction take place in areas devastated by those weather issues and violent protests; we have seen  
conversations beginning to take place in areas where only conflict had been there before; we have seen how the use of 
technology and social media can be very damaging but we have also seen where it has proven to be very helpful in our 
shut downs and isolations, to the point that we were able to continue worship and music and such even when we were 
not able to meet in person, and we are still making this possible for those who are not able to join with us in person 
now; we have been able to continue education when it would not be possible to be in person; we have been able to of-
fer devotional possibilities through the use of Face Book; we have been able to stay connected in some form or fashion 
with those who are not able to get out right now; we are seeing new life emerge from the pandemic and the chaos and 
violence of the summer months; through all that has gone on, we have found a way forward, sometimes very slowly 
over very rocky terrain, but forward nonetheless. I know there are miles to go, things are not where they should be in 
virtually every situation I have been talking about here, but we are seeing a way forward in all of them, because God is 
still moving, God is still active, God knows our situations and is still here with us to provide a measure of wisdom, of 
wellness, of strength, of faith to face these situations head on with the grace and love of Jesus Christ as our guiding 
light.                                                                                                                                                               (con’t on pg 2) 
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
Many thanks to all who contributed to the Christmas Joy offering and to all those who will work at the 
Food Bank for the Backpack program on Monday, January 4th. 
   January will be a planning month for the Mission Committee as we seek new ways and continue  
older projects for the mission program at Faith. The Karen Juhl mission account will mean that our  
outreach can extend even further. We shall continue to support Shawn Harmon, our mission worker in 
Italy, and our local mission at the Warming Shelter, Safe Place (CSADV), the Food Bank, and others. We 
appreciate the continued support of our congregation and try to always remember Christ's wish that as 
we support the "least of these" we are supporting him. 

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month prior to publication. Please 

direct articles & questions to  
Teri McCallum 

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

Second Sunday of Christmas—January 3, 2021 
Jeremiah 31:7–14 Psalm 147:12–20 Ephesians 1:3–
14 John 1:(1–9) 10–18  
 
Epiphany of the Lord—January 6 Isaiah 60:1–6 
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 Ephesians 3:1–12 Matthew 2:1
–12  
 
Baptism of the Lord—January 10 Genesis 1:1–5 
Psalm 29 Acts 19:1–7 Mark 1:4–11  
 
Sunday, January 17 1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20) 
Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18 1 Corinthians 6:12–20 John 
1:43–51  
 
Sunday, January 24 Jonah 3:1–5, 10 Psalm 62:5–12 
1 Corinthians 7:29–31 Mark 1:14–20  
 
Sunday, January 31 Deuteronomy 18:15–20 Psalm 
111 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 Mark 1:21–28 

Because God continues to move toward the new day, so we are equipped to follow, and to do, as we can to ease the 
burdens of one another and change the situations where possible. In some of the situations, simply holding on is as 
good as it will get, but we are given a strength to do that by God who provides what we cannot.  
I am not forever the optimist, I think humanity is pretty crumby and life is a great challenge, outside of God. But I trust 
in God, who has promised new life from the very beginnings of life and through every situation Creation has faced 
since then. Even in my lack of trust of humanity, I still trust God is moving in and through us and these times, to bring 
about a new day, and in faith I move forward, we move forward, and extend love even to the unlovable, because I too 
am among those unlovable that have known a love that I do not deserve. There is nothing that is impossible for God. 
And 2021 is right around the corner. Amen.           
Dave             

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com


PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

January 
    Circles will meet:  
January 5, Naomi Circle, 2:00 pm 
January 6, Rebecca Circle, 10:00 am 
January 14, Esther Bible Study, 9:30 am 
January 15, Coordinating Team, 10:00 am 
January 19, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm 
  
 Linda Puttmann 

 
 
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations of 
empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in  
shipments of medical supplies and for shredding 
and recycling. Our pill bottle program fulfills the 
dual needs of improving medical care in  
developing countries and caring for our  
environment. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bottles included in shipments of medical  
supplies must have an all plastic lid. 

 
 

 
Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. 
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Music Notes 
Music Mondays 
Beginning in January, Ellen Osborn will be  
presenting "Music Mondays" at 11:00 am on 
Facebook. These live chats will be about up-
coming music projects in the church, favorite 
hymns, other musical topics, and may include 
guests from time to time! Look for the first live 
video on January 4th. 

These Days 
 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter.  

Jan/Feb 
UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS  
ARE HERE! 

FOR SALE 
Church snow blower Ariens 8hp electric start 
$500.00 See Dick Pruehs or Gary Hacker 

Treasurer’s Report from November 
 

Income          $16,685.32 ($6,000 transferred                
                                                      from Savings) 
               
Expenses       $15,654.09 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      $1,031.23 



 10:30 Service 
 
 
3 - Angie Irwin*, Richard Delfs, Jeff & 
Becky Paulsen 
 
10 - Bob* & Vina* Rodecker, Marilyn 
Erickson, Anthony Osborn 
 
17 - Carlotta Fox*, Mary Stokes 
 
24 - Skip Trout*, Dick Pruehs, Sheryl 
Collins, Bill Strawn 
 
31 - Zach Gould 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

 

   1 - John & Kathy Becker 
 22 - Adam & Larisa Chmielewski 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10 - Renea Anderson 
       Julie Trout 
11 - Nora Chmielewski 
15 - Angie Irwin 
16 - David Hansen 
18 - Elizabeth Boyer 
22 - Betty Ludwig 
23 - Betty Maxfield 
26 - Stevie Rice 
       Nathan Stokes 
27 - Anne Fuchtman 
28 - Jim Geusebroek 

 1 - Eve Johns 
      Lynn Kelly 
 2 - Mary Stokes 
 6 - Koda Crain 
 8 - Kathleen Hansen 
 9 - Bill Blatchford 

Prayer Families for January 
 
3 – Harriett Marsh, Valerie  
Marshall, Ralph Maslonka, Betty 
Maxfield, Beverly Maxfield, Bob & 
Julie Mesmer 

 
 10 - Bobbi Mesmer, Heather Mesmer,  
Kaylinn Mesmer & family, Mary Michell, Ben 
& Christy Miller & family, Lynda Miller 
 
17 -  Marion Molden, Barb Montgomery,  
Bonnie Oliver, Anthony & Ellen Osborn & 
family, Jeff & Becky Paulsen, Esther Peters 
 
24 - Lani Pettit, Naomi Pettit, Ruth Phillips, 
Toots Pittman, Dick & Marcia Pruehs,  
Greg & Linda Puttmann 
 
30 - Peggy Reid, Dr Robert & Dorothy Rice, 
Bob & Vina Rodecker, Bob & Janet Ross,  
Mark & Angie Schmith & family,  
Mike & Donaline Schmith & family 
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Thank you to everyone for the beautiful cards, phone 
calls, prayers and get well wishes I received after my 
fall. Thank you to Pastor Dave for the calls and  
prayers as well. It's wonderful to have such a caring,  
loving church family. I hope to be back with you in  
person soon. Sally Lingle 

THANK YOU A great big Thank You to all the 
people that sent cards, phone calls or told me in 
person, Happy Birthday on my 90th birthday. I 
have never gotten that many cards before. Thanks 
again for such good friends. Elgerd Arnett 

THANK YOU to Betty & Bev Maxfield 
for the beautiful poinsettia in Memory of 
their parents, Rock & Hazel Maxfield Please direct ideas, articles and questions to 

Teri McCallum 
712-276-3121,  

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 
 

5 
 
2:00 pm Naomi 
Circle 

6 
 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

7 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

9 
 
 

10 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7 pm Session 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 
 
 

14 
8:30 Men’s Club 
9:30 am Esther 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

15 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

16 
 
 

17 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 

20 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

21 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

26 27 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

28 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

30 

31 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 
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FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Becky Bainbridge 
Zach Gould 
 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 
Don Stokes 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Angie Irwin 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 

Julie Mesmer 
Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Don Stokes 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Becky Bainbridge 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Don Stokes 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
 
Membership 
Connie Sponder 
Linda Puttmann 

Memorial 
Becky Bainbridge 
Renea Anderson 
 
Mission 
Becky Bainbridge 
Harriett Marsh 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

mailto:faithupc@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
http://www.faithupc.com

