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PASTOR’S PEN 
“God is love, and those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them.” (1 John 4:16b) 
Because of the secular holiday of Valentine’s Day occurring on February 14, the month of February is sometimes 
referred to as the Love Month, and a lot of discussion is centered on “love,” though this is one of the most  
misunderstood words we have in our vocabulary. Its uses for so many trivial things have too often rendered it a 
word that lack the power it once did, so I would like to visit some of what used to be talked about with this word. 
      When we talk about love, context is very important, as this word can be either a noun or a verb. In ancient  
Hebrew this word love is based on a Hebrew word, “ahab” and its uses cover the gamut of our English  
understandings of this word as a noun. It is most often thought of as a feeling or an emotional response, to love 
someone, and most especially, to love God. At its heart there is a feeling, in the heart, toward another; when this 
use of “love” is talked about from God toward creation or person it is often by the term “chesed” or “steadfast 
love,” a sign of God’s fidelity. In the ancient Greek language, there are actually three different words used for 
love, and again context is everything. Though not used in the Bible, the Greek word “eros” is used for romantic 
love, that feeling of emotion toward another; or, as we have come to use it far too often in the modern senses,  
toward an object or concept. To say we love something, using this sense of love, means that we have strong  
feelings toward it, that beating of the heart, that longing for, that “can’t live without” feeling we get in a very  
romantic way. It is this usage, or over usage, I feel, that has stripped the word love of some of its powerfulness, as 
we use it so freely and so cheaply. (I love a good hamburger is one example) 
      There is another way to speak of love, both in the Hebrew and Greek sense, scripturally speaking, and it is in 
the form of a verb. Again, the Hebrew words “ahab” and “chesed” are used in the verb form depending on the 
context of the use, and in Greek two other words are most often used: “philia” of familial love, and “agape” which 
is akin to “philia” in many ways. Both of these words make “love” a verb, an action toward another, especially in 
God’s outreach to creation/humanity. Agape is the word used in 1 Corinthians 13, as the Apostle Paul speak of 
love, almost as a personification. And that gets to the heart of scriptures use of “love,” it is not an emotion or a 
feeling, and although it is a verb, it carries a sense of a combination of feeling as well as action. But I go back to 
the verse from 1 John that is quoted at the beginning, “God is love and those who abide in love abide in God and 
God abides in them.” Love is a gift from God to be able to feel and act from the heart toward another. Though 
there is most definitely that romantic sense about love, the stronger sense is action, doing something in regards to 
another, from the heart. It is what allows us to act with compassion and mercy even to one who has wronged us or 
we perceive as an enemy (you shall love even your enemy and pray even for your persecutor) Love, in the abiding 
presence of God in us is not simply something we do, it is who we are, it is a part of our very being, as we have 
been encountered by God in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit. It is this presence, this part of our being that  
allows us to feel those strong emotions and act upon that feeling of the heart toward the other, even the enemy, in 
such a way as to transform that relationship from adversarial to familial. It is that presence, that being that allows 
us to be out in the world and people will know we are disciples of Jesus, an air about us that say “I am love,” even 
before we ruin things by speaking. Love is so much more than little cherubs with red bows and arrows or candy 
and flowers, love is a life force, one in which the world dies without it. It is love that moved God to Create,  
Redeem, Sustain, that empowered Jesus to take up His cross, empowers us to forgive even those who have 
harmed us deeply, heals the wounds of war and terror and apartied and slavery holocaust and genocide and drunk 
driving accidents and divorces and abandonment and all those horrible things that we do absent love. Love, and 
only that God-empowered love, can overcome death and bring new life. So, the next time you say you love a bowl 
of chili-cheese fries (shameless plug for Big Bang Theory) remember that “love” is so much more than that, it is 
what makes for life. Thanks be to God. Amen.    
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
  Thanks to all of you who contributed to the Christmas Joy Offering. We collected $275 for Presbyterian schools 
and colleges and emergency needs of the Board of Pensions. Also on the first Monday of January we had thirteen 
volunteers from both Faith United and Westminster Presbyterian at the Food Bank packing 700 back packs - they 
must have been busy! Thank you for your willingness to volunteer for this ministry. 
   Early in February there are two food related opportunities for mission. Friday, February 5th will be a virtual 
Empty Bowls, the chief fundraiser for the Food Bank of Siouxland. There will still be a silent auction and other 
events which you will find on the website or on our bulletin board. We will again be sponsoring a table from 
Faith United (virtually, of course). If  you would like to donate to this, please write your checks to the Juhl  
Mission Account and put "Empty Bowls" on the memo line.  
We also have the annual Souper Bowl offering this month. If you are not familiar with Souper Bowl, there is an 
explanation of its origin included in this newsletter. Again, we appreciate the support of our church family for 
the mission work of this church - blessings to all of you. 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY  the 55th Annual Souper Bowl Sunday is coming up 
Sunday, February 7th!! Wear your favorite team's shirt and contribute at least one 
dollar per person to the soup kettles at the end of the service. Or, if you watch the  
service on Facebook Live, wear your favorite team’s shirt and mail your contribution 
to the church and mark it “Souper Bowl”. This event was started by a Presbyterian 
youth group in the south and all monies collected will benefit a local program to 
alleviate hunger in Siouxland. 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

Do you need to borrow some medical 
equipment for short-term use?  The 
church has wheelchairs, walkers, 
bath chairs, etc. available on a loan 
basis.  If you would like to borrow 
any of these items, contact the 
church office. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Mr. O. Fiddle had a lifelong dream of going to 
Divinity School to get his Doctor of Divinity  
degree and after years of saving at long last he 
entered the university. 
He  worked and studied hard and this June his 
dream will come true when he finally receives 
his degree. From that day forward, he will be 
known to one and all as O. Fiddle D.D. 

Sunday, February 7 Isaiah 40:21–31 Psalm 147:1–
11, 20c 1 Corinthians 9:16–23 Mark 1:29–39  
 
Transfiguration of the Lord—February 14 2 
Kings 2:1–12 Psalm 50:1–6 2 Corinthians 4:3–6 
Mark 9:2–9  
 
Ash Wednesday—February 17 Joel 2:1–2, 12–17 
or Isa. 58:1–12 Psalm 51:1–17 2 Corinthians 5:20b–
6:10 Matt. 6:1–6, 16–21  
 
First Sunday in Lent—February 21 Genesis 9:8–
17 Psalm 25:1–10 1 Peter 3:18–22 Mark 1:9–15  
 
Second Sunday in Lent—February 28 Genesis 
17:1–7, 15–16 Psalm 22:23–31 Romans 4:13–25 
Mark 8:31–38 

Treasurer’s Report from December 
 

Income          $19,765.72 
               
Expenses       $16,323.14 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      $3,442.58 
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The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month prior to publication. Please 

direct articles & questions to  
Teri McCallum 

faithupcsec@outlook.com Please direct ideas, articles and questions to 
Teri McCallum 
712-276-3121,  

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com


PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

February 
    Circles will meet:  
February 2, Naomi Circle, 2:00 pm 
February 2, Esther Bible Study, 2:00 pm 
February 3, Rebecca Circle, 10:00 am 
February 16, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm 
February 19, Coordinating Team, 10:00 am 
  
 Linda Puttmann 

 
 
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations of 
empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in  
shipments of medical supplies and for shredding 
and recycling. Our pill bottle program fulfills the 
dual needs of improving medical care in  
developing countries and caring for our  
environment. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bottles included in shipments of medical  
supplies must have an all plastic lid. 

 
 

 
Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. 
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PW Cookie Dough Sale Presbyterian Women 
are having a Cookie Dough Sale.   The flavors 
are Chocolate Chip, Peanut Butter, M & M,  
Oatmeal Raisin, Oatmeal Toffee and a platter of 
Valentine Cookies.  Each 64 oz tub of cookie 
dough will make up to 12 dozen cookies. 
Each tub and the platter will sell for $15,  Orders 
should be in by Monday, February 1.  Email your 
choices to Audrey (wayneaudrey@aol.com) and 
then send payment to the church - attn: 
Audrey.  Orders can be picked up on Saturday, 
February 13 between 10 AM and noon.  Thank 
you for your support. 

ESTHER BIBLE STUDY will be 
meeting with Naomi Circle on the 
first Tuesday of the month at 2:00 
pm, until further notice. 

mailto:(wayneaudrey@aol.com)


Prayer Families for February 
 
7 – John & Connie Sponder, Mary 
Stokes, Tod & Laura Stokes & 
family, Rita Stolz, Bill Strawn, Lee 

Struthers 
 
 14 - Charles Tarvin, Eleanor Tasker, Skip & 
Becky Trout & family, Mary Tut & family, 
Lorman & Sally Vilhauer, Jim & Lynne  
Walker & family 
 
21 -  Chad & Heather Watkins & family,  
Marilyn Watkins, Richard & Sandra Weaver, 
Bryon Wertz, Clayton & Leanna Whipple & 
family 
 
28 - Hermine Windle, Roger & Marilyn  
Winter, Michael & Michele Wolfe & family 
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Music Notes 
Music Mondays 
Beginning in January, Ellen Osborn will be  
presenting "Music Mondays" at 11:00 am on 
Facebook. These live chats will be about up-
coming music projects in the church, favorite 
hymns, other musical topics, and may include 
guests from time to time! Look for the first live 
video on January 4th. 

 

   7 - Jeff & Becky Paulsen 
 10 - Bill & Susan Blatchford 
 14 - Mark & Cheryl Pappadackis 
 22 - Jeff & Becky Bainbridge 

 

 
 
 
11 - Fran Graham 
12 - Wendy Collins 
       Alison Hansen 
15 - Sherry Collins 
17 - Lynda Miller 
19 - Sonja Floyd 
23 - Betty Maxfield 
21 - Larry Manker 
       Karen aulsen 
25 - Tom Braddy 
       Mark Pappadackis 
26 - Pat Herbold 
27 - Vivian Busse 
       Cheryl Carey 
28 - Betty Hass 

 2 - Roxanne Bobolz 
      Sally Vilhauer 
 4 - Ben Daniels 
 5 - Marlene Downs 
 9 - Lorman Vilhauer 
10 - Lani Pettit 



Sunday Attendance 
 
                                      10:30       Live Stream 
January  3                       36                 38 
January 10                      33                 56 
January 17                      26                 31 
January 24                      23                 47 

These Days 
 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter.  

Jan/Feb 
UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS  
ARE HERE! 

FOR SALE 
Church snow blower Ariens 8hp electric start 
$500.00 See Dick Pruehs or Gary Hacker 

 10:30 Service 
 
 
7 - Jeff Arnett*, Merlin & Peggy 
Berkenpas, Eric Butler 
 
14 - Angie Irwin*, Richard Delfs, Jeff & 
Becky Paulsen 
 
21 - Bob* & Vina* Rodecker, Marilyn 
Erickson, Anthony Osborn 
 
28 - Carlotta Fox*, Mary Stokes 
 
 

7 - Lori Hansen, Zach Gould 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

Feb 7 &14 - Lori Hansen 
Feb 21 & 28 - Lori Hansen 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 
 

2 
 
2:00 pm Naomi & 
Esther Circles 
 
 
 
 
 

3 
 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 

4 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

5 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7 pm Session 
 
 

9 
 
 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

11 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

13 
 
 

14 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 
 
 

17 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 
 
 

18 
8:30 Men’s Club 
Bible Study 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

19 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

20 
 
 

21 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

23 
 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

25 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

27 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 
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FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Becky Bainbridge 
Zach Gould 
 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 
 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Angie Irwin 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 

Julie Mesmer 
Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Becky Bainbridge 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
 
Membership 
Connie Sponder 
Linda Puttmann 

Memorial 
Becky Bainbridge 
Renea Anderson 
 
Mission 
Becky Bainbridge 
Harriett Marsh 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

mailto:faithupc@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
http://www.faithupc.com

