
Lectionary Study………....2 
Missions……………..3 & 4 
MPW News……………….5 
Prayer Families…………..6 
Birthdays………………….6 
Anniversaries…………….6 
Calendar………………….7 

The Pastor’s Pen 
 
3 For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven: 2 a time to be born, 
and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted; 3 a time to kill, and a time 
to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; 4 a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time 
to mourn, and a time to dance; 5 a time to throw away stones, and a time to gather stones  
together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; 6 a time to seek, and a time to 
lose; a time to keep, and a time to throw away; 7 a time to tear, and a time to sew; a time to keep 
silence, and a time to speak; 8 a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time for 
peace.  Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
 
I love the way our seasons of the year are ordered: we have the shortest day of the year that 
leads to the longest day of the year, and then back toward the shortest.  And in between these 
extremes we have a moment, the Vernal Equinox and the Autumnal Equinox, Spring and Fall, to 
balance out the highs and lows of Summer and Winter.  The two equinoxes are those days, in 
March and in September, when everything lines up equally, there are equal amounts of day and 
night, 50-50.  Maybe that is why my favorite seasons are Spring and Fall, because we get a sense 
of balance; we know that each season leads to another, but for a period of time, things seem to 
be balanced and even. 
The scripture passage I shared at the beginning is a very familiar passage to us, and to the  
secular world as well; it speaks of all the ups and downs of life, the normal flow of things seems to 
always be up and down.  Yet, right now it seems like all of these are going on at the same time: 
with the ongoing COVID situation, the ongoing issues of justice and equality around race and  
gender and such, the disturbances to our “regular life,” the current political climate and election 
season, cultural upheaval, other illnesses and injuries and even death to people we know or are at 
least familiar with, and the wild fires and hurricanes and floods and droughts and rising prices 
and unavailable goods and on and on and on; life feels, in very many ways, to be completely out of 
balance.  To everything there is a season, indeed, but not all at the same time! And, we seek to 
deal with these things in many ways, none of them effective, and often leading us to further  
trouble and dis-ease.   
There is a way, even in the most challenging of times and circumstances, to again find the balance 
of life, and it is extended to us as invitation: God invites us to turn around, to turn back, to put 
aside all those ways we have chosen to deal with all that is going on around us, and simply turn our 
lives to God, and in doing so, come to know again the strength, the humility, the faith, the love of 
God toward us in Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit’s presence in and around and through us.  One of 
the most wondrous things to come out of this turning is the sure knowledge that God does no 
somehow magically make all these things that affect my life simply disappear; God empowers us to 
live into these situations and to make sense of what is going on so we can play a part in the  
transformation of these things from destructive to life giving.  Indeed, there is a season for  
everything, and by God’s grace, everything can be transformed by God’s gracious presence to 
bring new life into view.  Even the most challenging of circumstances, and take your pick of what 
these may be, can be used in God’s gracious love, to bring about new life, a new way and a new day.  
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Nothing is beyond God’s scope to bring new life, and no one is beyond God’s reconciling love and 
possibility to be made new.  It certainly is not as simple as this sounds, is it?  Of course not, we 
still have to live in this life and this day, in the storms that are raging.  But this turn to God gives 
us strength, wisdom, empathy, love to live in these times and make a difference in this  
transformation, empowers us to, as my father used to say, “Be part of the solution and not part 
of the problem.”  Out trust in God makes this possible, and I believe, changes the world,  
beginning with the smallest of circumstances, right on through the big deals.  Friends, it is as 
simple as trusting in God, facing the day, and being made new for a new day.  Amen. 
Dave                                                                                                                  

Sunday, October 4 (Proper 22) 
Semicontinuous Exodus 20:1–4, 7–9, 12–20; 
Psalm 19; Philippians 3:4b–14; Matthew 21:33–46  
Complementary Isaiah 5:1–7; Psalm 80:7–15;  
Philippians 3:4b–14; Matthew 21:33–46 
 
Sunday, October 11 (Proper 23) 
Semicontinuous Exodus 32:1–14; Psalm 106:1–6, 
19–23; Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 22:1–14     
Complementary Isaiah 25:1–9; Psalm 23;  
Philippians 4:1–9; Matthew 22:1–14 
 
Sunday, October 18 (Proper 24) 
Semicontinuous Exodus 33:12–23; Psalm 99;  
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10; Matthew 22:15–22     
Complementary Isaiah 45:1–7; Psalm 96:1–9 [10–
13];  
1 Thessalonians 1:1–10; Matthew 22:15–22 
 
Sunday, October 25 (Proper 25) 
Semicontinuous Deuteronomy 34:1–12; Psalm 
90:1–6, 13–17; 1 Thessalonians 2:1–8; Matthew 
22:34–46  
Complementary Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18; Psalm 1; 
1 Thessalonians 2:1–8; Matthew 22:34–46 

Please direct ideas, articles and questions to 
Teri McCallum 
712-276-3121,  

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month prior to publication. Please 

direct articles & questions to  
Teri McCallum 

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

Treasurer’s Report from August 
 

Income          $15,635.00 
               
Expenses       $12,347.98 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      $3,287.02 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
 
A  Big month for Mission coming up!!  On World Wide Communion Sunday we will have the church 
wide Peace  and Global Justice Offering. A portion of this offering stays locally to be given to an  
organization that promotes peace (to be decided later by your Mission Committee). Then comes Crop 
Walk! It will be held very differently this year due to Covid but  If you wish to be a walker, you may 
walk any route you wish and any time from October 4th through October 18th. Details are in the news 
release at the end of this article. Also, if you just wish to donate, you may write your check to the 
G.I.V.E. account and  mark "Crop Walk" on the memo line and total donations will be sent to Rolene 
Beauvais, chairperson of Sioux City's Crop Walk from Faith United. If you wish to give to an individual 
walker, please use a check rather than cash. There will be a Minute for Mission on Oct. 4 with more  
information and listing those who will be walking. All walkers will have donation envelopes also. If you 
have questions, please contact Harriett Marsh at 266-0201. 
So far, Becky and Jeff Paulsen, Elizabeth Boyer, Peggy Reid, Zach Gould, Becky Bainbridge and  
granddaughters, and Harriett Marsh will be walking. Watch for more names! Last but not least, we have 
heard from our mission worker, Shawn Harmon, whom we support with some good news. His email is 
attached to this article also. So, even in the midst of the pandemic and alternate ways of worship,  
mission continues to be alive and well at Faith. We appreciate all your support and caring, both  
individually and as the church community. God bless all of you!! 

All Roads Lead to Rome Shawn Harmon TAP Partner Updates 
Dear  Faith United Presbyterian Church,  
     I hope and pray you are well! 
     I have some very exciting news! The biggest obstacle keeping me from heading to Rome has been removed. Yesterday I 
heard from the Italian consulate in Detroit that they are accepting Religious Worker visa applications which will allow me to 
go to Italy even while tourists cannot! 
     Now my last obstacle of getting to the mission field is reaching full funding. I currently have raised 65% of my goal. I'm 
planning to work hard to continue reaching out to individuals and churches to get to 100% as quickly as I can and hope to be 
fully funded by October 19. 
 
Prayer Requests- 
1. Over the past three weeks, I have had the opportunity to preach at a great country church. I have the opportunity to preach 
there at least one more week. Pray God will continue to work in their community. Pray for that preaching opportunity and 
next Thursday as I preach at the outdoor service of my home church in Louisville. 
2. Pray for guidance and favor as I look toward getting my visa and heading to Italy. Pray for continued health and  
preparation for ministry in Rome. 
3. Pray for Amadou, my refugee friend, that came to trust in Jesus last summer in Sicily. He recently had his wallet stolen 
while trying to get some refugee paperwork done. I was worried when he sent a voice message to my friend and thought he 
might've felt abandoned by God. But, to my joy and surprise he said he has been reading his Bible everyday and came 
across Matthew 7:7 in his reading, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock and it will be opened to 
you." God used this to lead him to reach out for help and he was able to meet with one of missionaries in Sicily, who helped 
him get a ticket back to Calabria where he lives and works. He also connected Amadou with another believer from his home 
country there! How cool is God, right! 
 
I'm grateful for you and thankful for your partnership with me in this vital work to share the life and message of Jesus with 
refugees in Italy. 
 
Grace be with you, Shawn 
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

2020 Sioux City CROP Walk: Virtual Walk and Drive Down Hunger 
 
The Sioux City CROP Walk will look a little different in 2020, but our goal is still the same! To 
help fight hunger locally and around the world. The safety of our walkers is our number one  
priority, therefore this year the Sioux City CROP Walk will be virtual. So here are a few FAQs to 
help explain how this virtual 44th Sioux City CROP Walk will work: 
 
What does this mean for our walkers? Those who normally show up ready to walk, will instead 
have a two-week window to take a 3.5 mile walk. Walkers can walk anytime between October 
4th-18th. Walkers are encouraged to find a route in their neighborhood or for those who know the 
regular route, feel free to walk that. Just note, there will be no popcorn or water break at the  
halfway point. 
How should walkers collect donations? We strongly encourage our walkers to be mindful of  
social distancing guidelines when collecting donations. The Sioux City CROP Walk website is a 
great way to collect online donations. Visit www.crophungerwalk.org/siouxcityia and register 
your church or organization if it isn’t already listed. You can then create and share your own  
personal page with your friends and family so they can donate online. If many of your donations 
are collected in person, perhaps setting a basket in the back of church or making a note in your 
church bulletin encouraging people to donate online would be helpful. 
What if I have cash donations? If you do receive any cash donations, we ask that you put them 
in a labeled envelope and contact Rolene Beauvais at 712-223-9965 to set up a time to turn those 
in. Again, we strongly encourage you to ask your donors to donate online this year, but we  
understand not everyone who donates has that ability. 
Will can food donations still be accepted? YES! The community Action Agency is always in 
need of food for their food pantry.  
 
     The CROP Walk is Sioux City’s only annual inter-denominational event that raises money to 
help people both locally and in other countries. Walkers can raise money through in-person  
donations or online by registering at www.crophungerwalk.org/siouxcityia 
     Twenty-five percent of the money raised in Sioux City stays local and is given to the  
Community Action Agency of Siouxland food programs. The other 75% of funds raised in the 
Sioux City Walk go directly to aid people in other countries. Together, CROP Walks around the 
united States raise millions of dollars for Church World Services worldwide work to alleviate 
hunger. Sioux City’s CROP Walk is the second oldest consecutive CROP Walk in Iowa. 
     We thank you for you  understanding, patience and flexibility during this time. Unfortunately, 
hunger doesn’t take a break and the money we raise this year is needed now more than ever. 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/siouxcityia
http://www.crophungerwalk.org/siouxcityia


5 -  October 2020 

PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

October 
    Circles will meet:  
October 6, Naomi Circle, 2:00 pm 
October 7, Rebecca Circle, 10:00 am 
October 8, Esther Bible Study, 9:30 am 
October 16, Coordinating Team, 10:00 am 
October 20, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm 
  
 Linda Puttmann 

EMPTY NESTERS 
Empty Nesters will meet at 5:30 pm on 
Tuesday October 13 at          .  Please let Bob 
Mesmer know if you will be going. You can 
still come even if you don’t let him know, 
but he needs an approximate count to reserve 
a big enough table.  

The Quilting Group 
will meet on  
Tuesdays, at 9 
o'clock.  We would  
invite anyone who  
enjoys sewing and 
some fellowship to 
join us in the quilting 
room on the third 
floor. 

CARD MAKING GROUP There will be 
no card making until further notice.  
However, cards are still for sale for  --$.50 
each or 3 for $1.00. 

LUNCH BUNCH On Wednesday,  
October 7 the Lunch Bunch will meet at   
Old Chicago at 12:00 pm for lunch. 

These Days 
 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. We 
get new ones every quarter.  

Sept/Oct UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS ARE 
HERE! 

Music Notes 
Thank you to all who have been contributing to our 
musical recordings for worship.  Thank you to Mary 
for your lovely organ music.  While we all miss  
joyously singing the hymns and choral anthems, we 
will continue with virtual singing throughout the fall 
as the virus continues to spread in our  
community.  The Chancel Choir is planning several 
virtual choir anthems for this fall.  On October 4th we 
will present “A Vineyard Grows” by K. Lee 
Scott.  We are also planning virtual anthems for  
November 1st (All Saints Day), November 29th 
(Christ the King), and Christmas Eve.  If you would 
like to participate in these virtual anthems and are not 
receiving the Chancel Choir emails, please email me 
at ellenosborn@gmail.com. 
 
Thank you, 
Ellen Osborn 

mailto:ellenosborn@gmail.com.


4 & 11 - Becky Bainbridge 
18 & 25 - Ben Miller & Linda Puttmann 

Audrey Fenton 

 10:30 Service 
 
 
4 - Skip Trout*, Dick Pruehs, Sheryl 
Collins, Bill Strawn 
 
11 - Zach Gould 
 
18 - Jeff Arnett*, Merlin & Peggy 
Berkenpas, Eric Butler 
 
25 - Angie Irwin*, Richard Delfs, Jeff & 
Becky Paulsen 

4 - Ben Miller, Becky Bainbridge, 
Renea Anderson, Connie Sponder 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

 

  6 - Roger & Marilyn Winter 
 19 - Tod & Laura Stokes 
 21 - Josh & Emily Hicklin 
 30 - Kelly & Kathy Angerman 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10 - Paul Hansen 
14 - Ralph Maslonka 
15 - Peggy Berkenpas 
20 - Roger Winter 
25 - Marlyn Arnett 
       Bob Mesmer 
30 - Brandon Blatchford 
31 - Evelyn Watkins 

 4 - Mary Delfs 
 7 - Kathy Angerman 
 8 - Connie Sponder 
      Don Stokes 
      Lucian Trout 

Prayer Families for October 
 
4 – Al & Donna Baustian, Cory & 
Kelly Berkenpas & family, Jay 
Berkenpas, Merlin & Peggy 

Berkenpas, Bill & Susan Blatchford & family, 
Marilyn Blatchford 
 
 11 - Roxanne Bobolz, Elizabeth Boyer, Tom 
& Dawn Braddy & family, Barb Brienzo,  
Vivian Busse, Eric Butler 
 
18 -  Michele Butler, Rick & Carol Butler, 
Larry & Andrea Cale, Merton & Sherrie 
Chmelka, Delbert Christensen & family, 
Josh Clayton & family 
 
25 - Karen Clayton, Kathy Clayton, Nancy 
Clayton & family, Sheryl Collins, Marguerite 
Dahl, David Dahl 
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THANK YOU We want to send out a big thank you 
to all of our dear friends and wonderful family for 
the many phone calls, cards, good wishes, etc. that 
we received for our 65th Anniversary. It’s a great 
blessing to hear of so much kindness sent to us. We 
appreciate all of you and we send our love to you. 
God Bless, Elgerd & Marlyn Arnett 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

3 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
No Cub Scouts 

6 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
2:00 pm Naomi 
Circle 
 
 
 
 

7 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
12:00 pm Lunch Bunch 
@ Old Chicago 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Zoom Choir 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 

8 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 
 
 

10 
 
 

11 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

12 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
7 pm Session 

13 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Empty 
Nesters @  
7:00 pm Doll Club 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 

15 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

16 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

17 
 
 

18 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
7:00 CE Meeting 

20 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 

21 
 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Zoom Choir 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 

22 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

24 
 
 
 
 
Cub Scout 
Halloween 
Party 

25 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

26 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 

27 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
12:00 pm Faith 
Together 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

29 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

31 

7 - October 2020 



FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Becky Bainbridge 
Zach Gould 
 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 
Don Stokes 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Angie Irwin 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 
Julie Mesmer 

Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Harvey Stokes 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Don Stokes 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Becky Bainbridge 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Don Stokes 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
 
Membership 
Connie Sponder 
Linda Puttmann 

Memorial 
Becky Bainbridge 
Renea Anderson 
 
Mission 
Becky Bainbridge 
Harriett Marsh 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

mailto:faithupc@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
http://www.faithupc.com

