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PASTOR’S PEN 

A few weeks ago we heard the very familiar words from Matthews Gospel, “Give to Caesar what belongs to  
Caesar and give to God what belongs to God.” (Matthew 22:21) I want to revisit this for a few minutes as it  
relates to our giving in the church as we approach the season of Stewardship. 
 
On the surface this verse would seem to say that maybe we shouldn’t give monetarily to the church because the 
money we would give to the church came from “Caesar” and therefore should go back to “Caesar.” That would 
stand to reason, except that what we are actually to give to God is our everything, our all, our heart, and this 
should then drive what we do with the “filthy lucre,” our money. It is always a very delicate balance we carry, the 
relationship between our faith and our finance, and it is one that has caused many a very devout person to have 
questions. I want to suggest this for us as we approach the new year and what it will take to make ministry happen 
here at Faith United: what does your heart move you to do with the financial resources you have available, in  
regards to contributing to the ministry of the church, of this church specifically? The real connection is not to do 
with money at all, as long as we understand that money is simply a tool to use. The connection has everything to 
do with what is imprinted on our hearts, and that is God, who chooses to be in a very intimate relationship with us, 
to create humanity if God’s image, to send Jesus into creation history as the very real imprint of God in us and for 
us and through us. It is God that is on our hearts, and if God is on our hearts, then using this resource at our  
disposal, this money, this mode of economy to do what God wants to be done in the world through the ministry of 
the church becomes a part of us, an exercising of what God has put on our hearts. The money becomes secondary 
to the desire to live out what God has placed on our hearts as children of God and disciples of Jesus. 
 
So, what if you don’t feel that God has placed any such thing on your heart? Then, approach this from a practical 
standpoint: the church is an important place for you and the work done through it is good as well, so contribute to 
the work that will be done; church contributions may still be a tax deduction(?); it feels good to give; it looks good 
to give to charity. Any of these ring true? If the deeper theological approach doesn’t cut it, then maybe the  
practical approach might? 
 
How about one more: BECAUSE WE NEED IT TO GO AND DO IN THE WAYS WE BELIEVE GOD IS 
CALLING US! The work of the church, to engage people in ministry in the world, to have a staff that does the 
things that need to be done, to support specific mission endeavors, all of this and so much more takes financial 
backing to be made real. Ministry in the world is usually not done in a vacuum, and it is usually not done for free. 
It takes every nickel that the members of the church can give, and often a little more (thankfully we have some 
reserve monies) to make happen all the things that the church will do in the course of the year. The Finance  
Committee of the Session is busy right now putting together a budget for that work, including support for mission, 
for building and grounds, for salaries of staff, for any and all that will be a part of our year to come. Your pledges, 
along with building usage monies, make all that this budget will contain, a possibility. We don’t know what the 
year to come will hold, whether the COVID situation will make a big impact, whether a new boiler will be  
needed, whether a new ministry or new mission might show up to us one day, but the Finance Committee is  
working on a budget that we think will cover what we expect, and hopefully a little bit for the unexpected. But, 
again, this is possible only by your financial support, and the amount of time people might be willing to give to do 
the things that need to be done. And, we have a very well-deserving staff here that should be compensated in such 
a way that reflects appreciation for the job that is being done. So, please, prayerfully consider what this all means 
to you, what God is moving you to do, what sounds good to you, and make a pledge that reflects this. 
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One last thing: for the year 2021, the per capita rate will be $42.48, a raise of almost $2 from last year. The  
Presbytery is now part of a three-Presbytery endeavor to combine leadership and staffing, something that no  
other Presbyteries are doing in our denomination, and the raise in per capita is to allow Prospect Hill to faithfully 
and fairly engage in this, financially. We have, for the last two years, limited our per capita giving to what we 
have received from you all in your specifically sending in this per capita, and that is how we will approach 2021 
as well, so for us to contribute what we should we are asking each member to include with your pledge the  
specific amount of $42.48, outside whatever you pledge. As well, we ask you to prayerfully consider funding the 
mission of the church through the GIVE account, money that is designated only for the specific missions that the 
Mission Committee designates. We have been doing this for two years now, and it has worked well, but could 
always be better funded. 
 
It is that time of year; it is not always the most popular of things, to deal with our financial issues, but it a part of 
our reality and something that we must, prayerfully and responsibly, handle each year. Please prayerfully  
consider what the church means to you, what your place in the church is, and how we can best use the resources 
we have been given to “give to God the things that are God’s.” Amen. 
 
Dave                                                        

Music Notes 
We are continuing to evolve and adapt the ways we 
use music in worship as we also deal with the realities 
of the coronavirus.  I am so thankful for the members 
of the choir, and others, who have been participating 
in our “virtual choir” video projects. On October 4th 
we presented a lovely anthem, “A Vineyard Grows” 
by K. Lee Scott. We were happy to have Russ 
Clifford from Westminster Pres. join us on that  
anthem. Our next project, for November 1st, is an  
anthem called “Lead Me, Lord” by John D. Becker 
and arranged by Mark Hayes. It is based on the  
Beatitudes and will be nice for All Saints Day. We 
have invited several area churches to join with us on 
this anthem and we hope to have many singers  
involved. We are grateful for Mary Anderson for 
providing lovely Preludes and Postludes on the organ 
and piano. I am thankful for those who agree to  
record hymns with me. I know we’d all prefer to be 
joyously singing the hymns out loud in the sanctuary, 
but we want to keep things as safe as we can during 
worship. Last, but certainly not least, I want to thank 
Connie Sponder and Becky Trout for playing the  
recordings during the worship services. If you’d like 
to be involved in any of the virtual choir projects and 
are not currently receiving the emails, please contact 
me, Ellen Osborn, at ellenosborn@gmail.com.   
Thank you, Ellen Osborn 

Sunday School 
 
Youth and Adult Sunday School is underway. The 
children’s classes are meeting online, utilizing 
Zoom. The children are divided into two classes: 
the preschool through 4th grade class meets from 
9:00 to 9:30; the 5th through 12th grade class meets 
from 9:30 to 10:00. The younger children are  
utilizing the Growing in Grace and Gratitude  
curriculum from the PCUSA. The older students are 
using a series called Faith Questions, also from the  
PCUSA. Packets of materials can be picked up in 
the coat room at church, or can be delivered to  
families at home. The Zoom info for the youth  
classes is:  Meeting ID: 893 5827 8707. Passcode: 
Faith. Contact Ellen Osborn, Becky Bainbridge, 
Peggy Reid, or Tina Hansen with any questions! 
The adult Sunday school class is meeting both in 
person and on Zoom at 9:00. The adult class  
focuses on the text that Pastor Dave will preach on 
that day. Contact Pastor Dave or Teri for the Zoom 
info for the adult class. 

mailto:ellenosborn@gmail.com.


Sunday, November 1 (Proper 26) All Saints’ Day  
Revelation 7:9–17; Psalm 34:1–10, 22; 1 John 3:1–3; 
Matthew 5:1–12  
Semicontinuous Joshua 3:7–17; Psalm 107:1–7, 33–37 
Complementary Micah 3:5–12; Psalm 43;  
1 Thessalonians 2:9–13; Matthew 23:1–12  
 
Sunday, November 8 (Proper 27)  
Semicontinuous Joshua 24:1–3a, 14–25; Psalm 78:1–7 
Complementary Amos 5:18–24; Psalm 70;  
1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; Matthew 25:1–13  
 
Sunday, November 15 (Proper 28)  
Semicontinuous Judges 4:1–7; Psalm 123 
Complementary Zephaniah 1:7, 12–18; Psalm 90:1–8 
[9–11] 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:1–11; Matthew 25:14–30  
 
Sunday, November 22 - Reign of Christ / Christ the 
King—Ezekiel 34:11–16, 20–24; Psalm 100 or Psalm 
95:1–7a; Ephesians 1:15–23; Matthew 25:31–46  
 
Sunday, November 29 - First Sunday of Advent—
Isaiah 64:1–9; Psalm 80:1–7, 17–19; 1 Corinthians 1:3–
9; Mark 13:24–37 

Please direct ideas, articles and questions to 
Teri McCallum 
712-276-3121,  

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

Treasurer’s Report from September 
 

Income          $12,232.55 
               
Expenses       $20,783.92 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      ($8,551.37) 

These Days 
 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter.  

Nov/Dec  
UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS  
ARE HERE! 

THANK YOU Thank you all for the good wishes, 
cards, going away reception and the love and support 
over the years. I will miss you all very much. Helen 
Lehnertz  
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
 Thanks to everyone who participated in or gave to Crop Walk this year. We don't have the total yet and we are 
adding to it from the Mission account but will keep you updated via email and the bulletin. Also, thanks to those 
who helped pack Backpacks October 26th.  As soon as we know the date for Faith's next turn at the Food Bank, 
we will let you know. 
  November is the month for our sock, hat and mitten drive for Goodwill. They will not be having their  
traditional shoe party this year due to the pandemic but will be partnering with other organizations for individual 
children to be helped. We will still be collecting socks (white, crew for elementary children, hats and mittens to 
take to Goodwill to be distributed to those who are participating this year. As with school supplies, if you wish to 
designate money for this through the Mission account, please be sure to put "sock drive" on the memo line. If 
you wish to buy items yourself, there will be a bin under the mission bulletin board in the hallway. The deadline 
is Sunday, November 22nd so Goodwill will have time to get them distributed to the various sites. It's still winter 
and kids get cold despite the pandemic so please support this mission which benefits children right here in 
Siouxland. Remember what Jesus said, "...whatever you did for one of the least of these, you did for 
me."   Blessings to all of you! 

A few updates to share with you for the month.  
 
 First of all I wanted to let you know that I have received advice from two to three different friends and mentors who have 
suggested waiting  to leave until after the beginning of the new year. This will give me more time to prepare and I can 
spend Christmas with my family. I thought this was wise counsel and other missionaries have confirmed that it is advice 
worth taking. So my plan is to try to leave sometime this winter of 2021.  
 That said fund raising and heading towards Rome is going well because of help from people like you. I recently had my 
financial supporter referral competition. I have had 8 new partners join in some capacity with at least 4 to 5 more that are 
currently considering because of referrals I have received. One of the $25 Amazon gift card prizes my fundraising coach 
gave out was not wanted by the winner. This referral competition has helped so much that I want to offer this prize up to 
any of supporters whether regular financial supporters or not. If you have a person(s) that you think would be interested in 
hearing more about my ministry respond to this email with their names, emails, and phone numbers. By next Monday the 
26th, the person that gives the most referrals the quickest will receive the gift card and I will email you directly. Thanks 
again for all you support in this way.  
 Third, this coming Friday the 23rd at 7pm EST, I will be hosting a Q and A Facebook live event. Respond to this email 
with your questions on any topic related to me, my ministry, Italy, or theology and I will answer it during the event on my 
Facebook update and prayer group. You can also ask questions during the event and I will try to get to as many of those as I 
can too. If you are not currently a member of my Facebook group send me a message on Facebook messenger and ask to 
join the group, because it is private.  
 
Prayer Requests 
1. Pray for this Sunday as I am preaching at a nearby church and sharing my mission vision with them. 
2. Pray for the conversational English Teaching I have started doing online before I can leave. I have talked to people all 
over the world including from countries like Saudi Arabia and China.  
3. Pray for continued patience and guidance as I prepare to head to Rome. Pray also for that same patience and guidance for 
the family that is going to serve alongside me in Rome. 
4. Pray for my refugee friend Nedal from Jordan. We just read the story of Jesus' crucifixion in a Discovery Bible Study. 
He continues to grow in his understanding of Jesus and the Bible. Pray God will lead him to eternal life in Christ. Also pray 
for him as he prepares to try to enter a community college in Louisville.  
 
Your love and support continue to mean more to me than you know,  
Shawn 
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PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

November 
    Circles will meet:  
November 3, Naomi Circle, 2:00 pm 
November 4, Rebecca Circle, 10:00 am 
November 12, Esther Bible Study, 9:30 am 
November 17, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm 
November 20, Coordinating Team, 10:00 am 
November 20, PW Gathering, Noon 
  
 Linda Puttmann 

EMPTY NESTERS 
Empty Nesters will meet at 5:30 pm on 
Tuesday November 10 at          .  Please let 
Bob Mesmer know if you will be going. You 
can still come even if you don’t let him 
know, but he needs an approximate count to 
reserve a big enough table.  

CARD MAKING GROUP There will be 
no card making until further notice.  
However, cards are still for sale for  --$.50 
each or 3 for $1.00. 

LUNCH BUNCH On Wednesday,  
November 4 the Lunch Bunch will meet at   
Old Chicago at 12:00 pm for lunch. 

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month prior to publication. Please 

direct articles & questions to  
Teri McCallum 

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 
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1 & 8 - Connie Sponder & Renea  
Anderson 
15, 22 & 29 - Ben Miller  

Bryon Wertz 

 10:30 Service 
 
 
1 - Bob* & Vina* Rodecker, Marilyn 
Erickson, Anthony Osborn 
 
8 - Carlotta Fox*, Mary Stokes 
 
15 - Skip Trout*, Dick Pruehs, Sheryl 
Collins, Bill Strawn 
 
22 - Zach Gould 
 
29 - Angie Irwin*, Richard Delfs, Jeff & 
Becky Paulsen 

1 - Linda Puttmann, Zach Gould 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

 

   2 - Bob & Janet Ross 
 28 - Jeff & Rhonda Dahl 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13 - Greg Puttmann 
19 - Kelly Berkenpas 
23 - Alicia Lingle 
24 - Lillian Stokes 
25 - Nicholas Becker 
       Janet Ross 
27 - Hermine Windle 
28 - Reta Johnson 
       Noah McWilliams 
       Lauren Osborn 

 1 - Carlotta Fox 
      Bev Hanson 
      Linda Puttmann 
 7 - Marguerite Dahl 
 9 - Kaitlin Becker 

Prayer Families for November 
 
1 – Jeff & Rhonda Dahl & family, 
Ben Daniels, Carolyn Daniels, 
Deanna Daniels, John & Mary 

Daniels, Jeff & Rhonda Davis & family 
 
 8 - Richard & Mary Delfs,  
Susan Delfs, Marv & Lorraine Edmunds,  
Marilyn Erickson, Camille Farley, Jack & 
Amanda Farley & family 
 
15 -  Audrey Fenton, Pat & Sonja Floyd,  
Carlotta Fox, Jim & Linda Geusebroek, Andy 
Gottsch & family, Zach Gould 
 
22 - Fran Graham, Gary & Alice Hacker, Bill 
& Mary Hall, Brian & Tina Hansen & family, 
Kathleen Hansen, Keith & Eileen Hansen & 
family 
 
29 - Lori Hansen & family, Paul Hansen, Fran 
Harris, Shirley Heath, Kevin & Jill Heller & 
family, Rhonda Henry 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
1 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

2 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 

3 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
2:00 pm Naomi 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
12:00 pm Lunch Bunch 
@ Old Chicago 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Zoom Choir 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

5 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

9 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
7 pm Session 
 
 

10 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Empty 
Nesters @  
7:00 pm Doll Club 
 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

12 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 
 
 

14 
 
 

15 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

16 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
7:00 CE Meeting 

17 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 

18 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Zoom Choir 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 
 
 

19 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

20 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
12:00 pm PW 
Gathering 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

21 
 
 

22 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
No Scouts 

24 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
12:00 pm Faith 
Together 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

26 
THANKSGIVING 
Office closed 

27 
Office closed 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

25 
 
 
 
 
 

29 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

30 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
6:30 pm Cub 
Scouts 
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FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Becky Bainbridge 
Zach Gould 
 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 
Don Stokes 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Angie Irwin 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 
 

Julie Mesmer 
Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Don Stokes 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Becky Bainbridge 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Don Stokes 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
 
Membership 
Connie Sponder 
Linda Puttmann 

Memorial 
Becky Bainbridge 
Renea Anderson 
 
Mission 
Becky Bainbridge 
Harriett Marsh 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

Daylight Savings Time 
ends Sunday  
November 1. Turn your 
clocks back 1 hour. 
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