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PASTOR’S PEN 
Dear Friends, Happy July!!  Let us hope that July see us moving steadily onward toward the new 
day God has made, and we can put June behind us, not forgetting, but moving forward.   
We are moving toward a new beginning, as we prepare to welcome people back into in person  
activity beginning July 6 and worship in the sanctuary on July 12.  But, we all must be aware, this 
does not mean we go back to business as usual, because that business has past us and we are  
looking at new business.  When we open the doors to activities again, here are the things that we 
will be very mindful of: we WILL practice social distancing- we will keep 6 feet apart in gathering 
in the fellowship area and in the sanctuary and in the meeting spaces; we will have every other 
pew blocked off, and we will ask you to sit 6 feet apart from your neighbor unless you all share a 
household already; we will create spots for the children to sit for the children’s story, both in 
front and over in the area we are creating for “Charlie” and we have taken down the Kidz Zone; we 
have removed several tables from the Fellowship Room so that they are distanced, and we will not 
have coffee and treats after worship; we will greatly discourage hugging and hand shaking, but we 
also understand that for some people, this will be very difficult especially when we see one  
another for the first time.  We will practice good cleaning practices- we will have hand sanitizer 
stations all around the building, and we hope to be able to secure the bottles of sanitizer in some 
way so that they don’t disappear; we will have spray and wipes in the bathrooms so that after you 
use the facilities you can spray and wipe the area down; we will have people in place to open the 
doors from outside so that we don’t have many hands touching the handles, and we will have  
people to wipe down the stairway handles after people use them; we will close off the drinking 
fountains, but we will set out pitchers and throw away cups for water; we will supply wipes for the 
meeting rooms so that tables and chairs can be wiped down after use; we will have Lindy come in 
after each time we have people in the building to do a thorough cleaning.  We will not be singing 
hymns or speaking congregational responses out loud, but we will encourage us to sing and speak 
and pray to ourselves, and we will have the organ playing, and we will possibly have some singers 
make videos for the hymns to help lead us, and we will also use other instrumental music to be a 
part of worship in place of public singing, as it has been shown extensively that singing propels a 
tremendous amount of air from us.  We will NOT require masks be worn, but we will encourage 
wearing them, especially in those greeting stages; I will be wearing a mask, and I am still working 
on how I might be mic’ed during sermon time, so that might be a time when I would take mine 
down; (still experimenting) And, we will increase our on-line presence, we are in the process of  
installing a camera that can cover the entire chancel area and also be able to show a particular  
area of the sanctuary, and it will be hooked into the internet and into our sound system, so that 
we can better live stream our worship; we will continue to offer both in person and Zoom  
possibilities for all meetings; we will use on line possibilities for our Christian Education with  
children and youth and adults, and we will work to create new opportunities for outreach and  
connection through the use of on line activity, as we know we are connecting to people outside our 
congregation right now.  And, we will not have the nursery open until at least the fall and even 
then we will be monitoring any increase in the area of the virus.   
I share this with you all, not as a deterrent to beginning in person activity again, but as our new 
normal.  If, at some point in the future, we have good evidence that there is no longer a threat of 
this illness hitting our people in this gathering, or even after a vaccine has been created, tested 
and available, we may look at making other changes, and I can assure you that these things are not 
within my comfort zone either. .                                                                                 Con’t on pg 2 
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I am a hugger and a hand shaker, and I can think of few ways that we express our faith better 
than singing our faith; but we have a responsibility to one another, to create a safe situation for 
us to be gathered in, and we are also called to be those who carry the gospel, not necessarily the 
illness. So, even if this virus does not become a part of our daily living, we know that the flu and 
other things are, and we need to be mindful that our older population is vulnerable to this virus 
and others as well, our children are vulnerable, adults with other health issues are vulnerable, 
and we will take very seriously the call to love and care for one another by creating a safe space 
here.  We will live into this new normal and develop safe practices and learn how to function  
within them and find ways to joyfully gather and share.   
And, we will also learn how to reach out to and minister to a “new digital community: that is  
clamoring for the gospel, by our on line sharing, even as we invite them to become a part of this 
community in person.  We have a tremendous possibility before us to engage people in a new way, 
and bring the good news to them in new ways.   Let us be about the new day and not constricted 
by “how we used to do things.”  The harvest is plentiful; let us participate in the harvest today, 
even if it is done in a way we have never done it before.  We look forward to joining together, in 
person and on line, very soon.  Thanks be to God. 
Dave  

Sunday, July 5 (Proper 9) 
Genesis 24:34–38, 42–49, 58–67  
Psalm 45:10–17; or Song of Solomon 2:8–13 
Romans 7:15–25a; Matthew 11:16–19, 25–30  
 
Sunday, July 12 (Proper 10) 
Genesis 25:19–34; Psalm 119:105–112  
Romans 8:1–11; Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23  
 
Sunday, July 19 (Proper 11) 
Genesis 28:10–19a; Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24  
Romans 8:12–2;5Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43  
 
Sunday, July 26 (Proper 12) 
Genesis 29:15–28  
Psalm 105:1–11, 45b or Psalm 128  
Romans 8:26–39; Matthew 13:31–33, 44–52  

These Days 
 

We have many copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter. Please take one for 
yourself, a family member or friends. 

July/Aug UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS ARE 
HERE! 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

Treasurer’s Report from May 
 

Income          $11,538.08 
               
Expenses       $10,797.74 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      $743.34 
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
 
  This month we are sending $500 to the Gospel Mission, an organization we have always supported. After all 
the Pentecost offerings have come in we shall be sending our share plus $500 from the G.I.V.E. Account to the 
Boys and Girls Club of Siouxland. Thanks for all your support during this pandemic and all the changes it has 
brought. 

FAITH TOGETHER 
Subject: Science and seniors  
 
Very encouraging & scientific message about Senior Citizens:  
 
Brains of older people are slow because they know so much. People do not decline mentally with age, it just 
takes them longer to recall facts because they have more information in their brains, scientists believe. Much like 
a computer struggles as the hard drive gets full, so, too, do humans take longer to access information when their 
brains are full.  
 
Researchers say this slowing down process is not the same as cognitive decline. The human brain works slower 
in old age, said Dr. Michael Ramscar, but only because we have stored more information over time. The brains 
of older people do not get weak. On the contrary, they simply know more.  
 
Also, older people often go to another room to get something and when they get there, they stand there  
wondering what they came for. It is NOT a memory problem, it is nature's way of making older people do more 
exercise.  
 
SO THERE.  
Now when I reach for a word or a name, I won't excuse myself by saying "I'm having a senior moment". Now, 
I'll say, "My disk is full!"  
 
I have more friends I should send this to, but right now I can't remember their names.  
 
 
Lowell & Reta Johnson 

Please direct ideas, articles and questions to 
Teri McCallum 
712-276-3121,  

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month prior to publication. Please 

direct articles & questions to  
Teri McCallum 

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
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PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

July 
    Circles will meet:  
July 7, Naomi Circle, 2:00 pm 
 
  
 Vina Rodecker 

Thank you to the Deacons and al the groups of 
Faith UPC for the cards and prayers. Hope to 
see you all soon. Eleanor Tasker 

The Quilting Group 
will meet on  
Tuesdays, at 9 
o'clock.  We would  
invite anyone who  
enjoys sewing and 
some fellowship to 
join us in the quilting 
room on the third 
floor. 

CARD MAKING GROUP There will be 
no card making until further notice.  
However, cards are still for sale for  --$.50 
each or 3 for $1.00. 

LUNCH BUNCH On Wednesday,  
July 1 the Lunch Bunch will meet at   
Old Chicago at 12:00 pm for lunch. 

Prayer Families for July 
 
5 – Rev Lowell & Reta Johnson, 
Roger & Cindy Johnson, Lynn 
Kelly, Dave & Sherry Koehler, 
Daren & Sophia Koehler & family,  
Darrell Krommenhoek 
 

12 - Dave & Sue LeGree & family, Helen 
Lehnertz, Pat Lewis, Gary & Karen Lien, 
Kirk Lien, Beth Lindgren & family 
 
19 -  Alicia Lingle, Nick Lingle & family,  
Sally Lingle, Betty Ludwig, Dick & Sandy 
McKeever, Matt & Kelli McWilliams & family 
 
26 - Larry & Sally Manker, Harriett Marsh, 
Valerie Marshall, Ralph Maslonka, Betty 
Maxfield, Beverly Maxfield 

 

  3 - Tony & Mary Anderson 
  5 - Richard & Mary Delfs 

 

  7 - Adam Chmielewski 
  8 - Marilyn Blatchford 
       Sid Hoover Jr 
        Ryan Osborn 
11 - Mike Schmith 
14 - Rhonda Henry 
15 - Franie Harris 
16 - Nick Lingle 
20 - Ruth Phillips 
22 - Susan Blatchford 
23 - Zach Gould 
26 - Jeff Hansen 
27 - Eleanor Tasker 
29 - Rick Butler 

1 - Beth Lindgren 
4 - Bob Rodecker 
5 - Susan Delfs 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

1 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
 
12:00 pm Lunch Bunch 
@ Old Chicago 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:15 pm Choir practice 

2 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  pm Scouts 

3 
OFFIC CLOSED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

4 
 
 

5 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
2:00 pm Naomi 
Circle 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:15 pm Choir practice 

9 
8:30 Men’s Club 
9:30 am Esther 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  pm Scouts 

10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7 pm Session 

14 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
 
 
5:30 pm Empty 
Nesters @  
 
7:00 pm Doll Club 

15 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:15 pm Choir practice 

16 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
7:00  pm Scouts 

17 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 CE Meeting 

21 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:15 pm Choir practice 

23 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  pm Scouts 

24 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

25 
 
 

26 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

27 
 
 
 
 
 
 

28 
9:00 am Quilting 
Group 
 
12:00 pm Faith 
Together 

29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
7:15 pm Choir practice 

30 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00  pm Scouts 

31 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

 

5 - July 2020 

Everything on this calendar 
is subject to change  

depending on when we are 
allowed to gather  

together again 



FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn, 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Becky Bainbridge 
Zach Gould 
 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 
Don Stokes 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Angie Irwin 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 
Julie Mesmer 

Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Harvey Stokes 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Don Stokes 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Becky Bainbridge 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Don Stokes 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
 
Membership 
Connie Sponder 
Linda Puttmann 

Memorial 
Becky Bainbridge 
Renea Anderson 
 
Mission 
Becky Bainbridge 
Harriett Marsh 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

mailto:faithupc@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
http://www.faithupc.com

