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PASTOR’S PEN 
“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory of a father’s only 
son.” (John 1:14) 
Grace and peace to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ. We are now into the season of Advent, the season of 
preparation for the first coming of Jesus, the birth of the baby in Bethlehem, the inbreaking Incarnation. As we 
have struggled back and forth throughout these months of pandemic, of election and political upheaval, of cultural 
upheaval and struggle for equity in justice, in this past year that has been so different than any time many of us 
can remember, what does it mean to wait for and remember, and celebrate the inbreaking Incarnation? What does 
it mean that we have not been able to do things like we have always done them? What does it mean that we have 
been greatly inconvenienced and our lives have been turned upside down by all of these things that have been a 
part of life this past year? Does it really matter, in the big picture scheme of things, that we may or may not be 
able to “celebrate” Christmas they way we always have? Does it mean that somehow Christmas and life are not 
the same because of these things that have happened and how we have had to make major adjustments?  
I bring this up for two reasons: one is that given the status of the virus, we are certain to not have the big  
attendance and pomp of our usual Christmas Eve service and all of the Advent activities we are accustomed to, in 
fact we are hoping to even be able to hold an in person Christmas Eve service; so again I ask, what does it matter 
if we cannot do things as we “normally” do them, does it somehow diminish what it is we are waiting for,  
remembering, celebrating? And if we think it does, it leads me to my second reason for this article, what is the 
Incarnation really all about, in it really is all about our worship, our gatherings, our rituals, our “this is how we 
have always done things?” 
I am firmly in the camp of loving the season of Advent and all of the “normal” activities of the season, and I will 
indeed miss them if we are not able to do them, or if they are not done in the way we are accustomed; I am a  
creature of habit and I get very comfortable in the “way we have always done things.” Having said that, I am also 
of the understanding that things always change, nothing ever stays the same, except for the presence and love of 
God which is eternal, and so if we have to do things differently this year for all of our activity and remembrance 
and celebration, or if we have to do things virtually, or if we must rely on memory, the Advent waiting, and the 
gift of Incarnation we wait for is still there, it does not disappear simply because we do things a little differently, 
in fact, maybe, just maybe, all of our “stuff” has distracted us from the true meaning of Advent and Christmas, 
that we are waiting again for that wondrous inbreaking of God Made Flesh come into the world. Do we think it 
was some accident that God chose the way and means and time and place and circumstance to make this  
wondrous inbreaking? It is not, God chose to come into flesh and blood in humble circumstances, birthed to a 
humble servant mother and righteous earthly father, into all of the intrigue and chaos and challenge of life under 
the oppressive thumb of Empire, and to make this know not to kings and powers and principalities, but to  
shepherds, to wise wanderers, to humble people, to poor people. The powers that be rebelled against this because 
what God was doing went against everything they stood for, selfishness, power, greed, wealth, survival of the  
fittest, grab everything you can and keep the heel on the neck of everyone else. God broke into this situation, not 
when things were easy and well, in order to make things well, equitable, livable, loveable, heavenly. Does the  
Incarnation still take place if the “norms” are not normal? Absolutely, I would argue that maybe the Incarnation 
means more to us this year because we have had all the difficulty and the distraction, and God is still choosing to 
break in? Whether we gather with 100’s or with 50’s or with 10’s of people, whether we worship in person or  
virtually, whether we are masked and distanced or we are snug in our homes, God breaks in and we remember, 
and we celebrate. If we can gather safely in person, as we have been doing so, we will indeed. But, what we do 
does not bring or not bring the Incarnation, what we do is simply a response, and maybe one that is more focus on 
us than on the Incarnate One. I want to urge all of us to take the season of Advent to truly think about, pray about, 
read about what Christmas, the inbreaking Incarnation is all about, and think about what it truly means to us as a 
people and as the church. Maybe it will take on a meaning to us that is not dependent upon what we do, but on 
what God has done and continues to do. Maybe? Amen. 
Dave   
 
 

Faith UP 
December 2020 



Second Sunday of Advent—December 6 Isaiah 
40:1–11 Psalm 85:1–2, 8–13 2 Peter 3:8–15a Mark 
1:1–8  
 
Third Sunday of Advent—December 13 Isaiah 
61:1–4, 8–11 Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b–55  
1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 John 1:6–8, 19–28  
 
Fourth Sunday of Advent—December 20 2 Samuel 
7:1–11, 16 Luke 1:46b–55 or Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26 
Romans 16:25–27 Luke 1:26–38  
 
Nativity of the Lord—December 24 Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2–7 Psalm 96 Titus 2:11–14 Luke 2:1–14 
[15–20]  
 
Nativity of the Lord—December 25 Christmas 
Dawn Isaiah 62:6–12 Psalm 97 Titus 3:4–7 Luke 2:
[1–7] 8–20 Christmas Day Isaiah 52:7–10 Psalm 98 
Hebrews 1:1–4 [5–12] John 1:1–14  
 
First Sunday of Christmas—December 27 Isaiah 
61:10—62:3 Psalm 148 Galatians 4:4–7 Luke 2:22–
40 

Please direct ideas, articles and questions to 
Teri McCallum 
712-276-3121,  

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

THANK YOU to all my church friends and family 
for all your prayers and kind thoughts. I am living 
proof tat the power of prayer really does produce 
miracles. I can’t stress enough how important 
wearing masks are during these crazy times. Just a 
simple gesture of prevention will protect yourself 
and someone you love. God bless and thank you. 
Toots Pittman 
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Don & Mary Stokes would like to thank the church 
family for the cards, letters, calls and prayers while we 
were in the hospital. Thank you to Pastor Dave for his 
prayers and calls. We would also like to thank you all 
for the cards, phone calls, prayers and sympathy  
expressed in the passing of Harvey. 

Treasurer’s Report from October 
 

Income          $8,295.00 
               
Expenses       $13,580.98 
 
Excess/(Deficit)      ($5,285.98) 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
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   Written by Harriett Marsh, Peggy Reid, Kelly Berkenpas 

Spotlight on Missions!!  
Thank yous to all who contributed to our annual sock, mitten and hat drive for Goodwill. We will have a count 
for you next month as we are still collecting through November 22nd. A special thank you to Peggy Reid who 
has done most of the shopping for those of you who designated money for this mission. 
    December brings the Christmas Joy offering that goes to retired Presbyterian ministers, their families and  
other church workers who face unexpected challenges. This is a PCUSA church wide offering which is usually 
received on Christmas Eve or the Sunday before (or by mail this year!). 
   The next date for backpacks at the Food Bank is Monday, January 4th - 6 PM at the Food Bank, masks  
required. See Becky Bainbridge to volunteer. 
    We are sending the last $300 of our pledge to Shawn Harmon, the missionary in Italy whom we support, and 
hope to continue our annual pledge to him in 2021. He is a member of this presbytery and the son of a current 
pastor and will be working with refugees in Italy. 
    If you receive Pastor Dave's emails, you are aware of the wonderful legacy of Karen Juhl and the renaming of 
the GIVE Mission account to the Karen Juhl Mission account. It is now in a separate account from all the  
recurring church expenses so it would be helpful to Teri if you could write your gifts to mission in separate 
checks. Just because we have a guaranteed annual amount for mission doesn't leave all of us off the hook!  
Mission is such an important part of the church's purpose that we hope you will all continue to support it.  The 
more we receive the more we can give. 
    For those of you who did not know Karen personally, she spent many early years after graduating from college 
as a missionary in Mexico and Guatemala. She was part of the Wycliffe Bible translating organization; she 
cooked for a large group of missionaries; she was a personal friend of the missionary in Mexico that we used to 
support; and she was a fervent supporter of mission and a long-time member of our own Mission Committee. We 
are so appreciative of her legacy and wish to recognize her in this way by naming the Mission account for her. 
   Have a safe and blessed Christmas everyone! 

The deadline for newsletter 
submission is the 3rd Wednesday of 
the month prior to publication. Please 

direct articles & questions to  
Teri McCallum 

faithupcsec@outlook.com 

Faith United Presbyterian Church  
is on a pilgrimage to resurrect and expand our church 
community and to share the love and grace of Jesus 
Christ. We worship as an authentic expression of our 

gratitude to God for grace unimaginable and love 
unconditional. We strive to be God’s heart, hands and 

voice to all ages as we grow in faith and engage in 
mission locally, nationally, and globally. 

mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com


PRESBYTERIAN 
WOMEN 

December 
    Circles will meet:  
December 9, Rebecca Circle, 10:00 am 
December 10, Esther Bible Study, 9:30 am 
December 15, Lydia Circle, 7:00 pm 
  
 Linda Puttmann 

 
 
Matthew 25: Ministries accepts donations of empty plastic pill bottles for inclusion in  
shipments of medical supplies and for shredding and recycling. Our pill bottle program fulfills 
the dual needs of improving medical care in developing countries and caring for our  
environment. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Bottles included in shipments of medical supplies must have an all plastic lid. 

 
 

 
Remove labels, leaving no glue or residue. 
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These Days 
 

We have copies of  “These Days” available. 
We get new ones every quarter.  

Nov/Dec  
UPPER ROOM  
DEVOTIONALS  
ARE HERE! 

28th Annual Cookie Walk      Sat., Dec. 12th       9 – 11 am 
Westminster Presbyterian Church … 
2915 Glenn Ave (Glenn and So Alice)  

Homemade Cookies &  Candies    -  $6/ per pound 
COOKIES – CANDY – CRAFTS  …     

FOR YOUR SAFETY …. Only 5 people will be allowed to select cookies at a time 
and all MUST be masked and gloved.   

 Those waiting for their turn to shop will be asked to wait socially distanced 
in our sanctuary.  

 

Or … use our ORDER AHEAD option.    
Orders may be placed by phone or by  

e-mail … (westpresscity.org@gmail.com or 712-276-3613) 
Just give us your name and let us know how many pounds of cookies and/or  
candy you would like and we will have them packed and ready for curbside 
pick-up when you get here. Payment ( cash or check)  will be due at time of 

pick-up.  
…If you have particular types of cookies, etc you would like we will do our 

best to meet your requests… 
 

Making your holiday as SWEET and SAFE as we can ! 
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6 & 13 - Connie Sponder & Tina  
Hansen 
20 & 27 - Linda Puttmann  

 

 10:30 Service 
 
 
6 - Bob* & Vina* Rodecker, Marilyn 
Erickson, Anthony Osborn 
 
13 - Carlotta Fox*, Mary Stokes 
 
20 - Skip Trout*, Dick Pruehs, Sheryl 
Collins, Bill Strawn 
 
27 - Zach Gould 
 
 

6 - Deacons 

Usher Captains! Please remember to get a head 
count every Sunday. 

 

 20 - Bob & Vina Rodecker 
 27 - Lowell & Reta Johnson 
 28 - Dick & Marcia Pruehs 
 29 - John & Mary Daniels 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
10 - Elgerd Arnett 
11 - Lowell Johnson 
12 - Peggy Reid 
14 - Lorraine Edmunds 
       Kristen Geusebroek 
17 - Donna Baustian 
19 - Robert Collins 
22 - Brady Berkenpas 
       Brian Hansen 
23 - Helen Lehnertz 
27 - Dave Dahl 
       Aiden Hicklin 

 2 - Emily Hicklin 
 3 - Merlin Berkenpas 
 4 - Ella Berkenpas 
 5 - Kathy Baker 
 9 - Eileen Hansen 

Prayer Families for December 
 
6 – Pat Herbold, Josh & Emily 
Hicklin & family, Sid Hoover, 
Marlyn Hulst, Angie Irwin, Justin 

& Pam Johns & family 
 
 13 - Rev Lowell & Reta Johnson, Roger & 
Cindy Johnson, Lynn Kelly, Dave & Sherry 
Koehler, Daren & Sophia Koehler & family,  
Darrell Krommenhoek 
 
20 -  Dave & Sue LeGree & family, Helen 
Lehnertz, Pat Lewis, Gary & Karen Lien, 
Kirk Lien, Beth Lindgren & family 
 
27 - Alicia Lingle, Nick Lingle & family, Sally 
Lingle, Betty Ludwig, Dick & Sandy 
McKeever, Matt & Kelli McWilliams & family, 
Larry & Sally Manker 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

1 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 
10:00 am Rebecca 
Circle 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

3 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

5 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 
10:30 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

10 
8:30 Men’s Club 
9:30 am Esther 
Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 
 
 

12 
 
1:00 pm 
Eagle Scout 
Ceremony 

13 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7 pm Session 

15 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Doll Club 

16 
FAITH UP DEADLINE 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 
 
 
 

17 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
4:00 pm Deacons 
5-7 pm Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

18 
 
10:00 am PW 
Coordinating team 
12:00 pm PW 
Gathering 
 
 
8:00 pm Closed AA 
8:00 pm Al-Anon 

19 
 
 

20 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
1-4 pm Girl Scouts 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

21 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00 CE Meeting 

22 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Lydia 
circle 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

24 
8:30 Men’s Club 
Office closed at 
noon 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 

25 
CHRISTMAS 
Office closed 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 
 

27 
10:30 am Worship 
Service  
 
 
 
7:00 pm Women’s  
AA 
8:00 pm Open AA 

28 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
 

29 30 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 Gambler’s Anon 

31 
8:30 Men’s Club 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7 Just for Kix 
7:00  pm Scouts 
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FAITH UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF  
Pastor: Rev. David Koehler - Admin. Asst.: Teri McCallum - Music staff: -  Sonja Floyd, Pat Herbold, Ellen Osborn 

Maintenance Services: Lindy Johnson -  Nursery Care Coordinator: Tina Hansen  

THE SESSION OF 
FAITH UPC 

Clerk of Session– Connie Sponder 
 

Renea Anderson 
Becky Bainbridge 
Zach Gould 
 

Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
Linda Puttmann 
Don Stokes 

BOARD OF DEACONS 
 
Carolyn Daniels 
Carlotta Fox 
Angie Irwin 
Sally Lingle 
Bobbi Mesmer 

Julie Mesmer 
Becky Paulsen 
Dick Pruehs 
Lorman Vilhauer 
Sally Vilhauer 

Service times 
10:30  Worship Service 
Staffed Nursery Available   

Worship Schedule 

Faith United Presbyterian Church 
4327 Morningside Avenue  
Sioux City, Iowa  51106 
 

Phone: 712-276-3121 
E-Mail (Pastor): faithupc@outlook.com 
E-Mail (Secretary): faithupcsec@outlook.com 
Website: www.faithupc.com 
We’re also on Facebook 

Faith United Presbyterian Committees                                            

Building & Grounds 
Don Stokes 
Ben Miller 
 
Christian Education                        
Tina Hansen 
Becky Bainbridge 
 
Finance 
Renea Anderson 
Zach Gould 

General Administration                             
Renea Anderson 
Don Stokes 
Tina Hansen 
Ben Miller 
 
Investment/Endowment                                 
Gary Hacker 
 
Membership 
Connie Sponder 
Linda Puttmann 

Memorial 
Becky Bainbridge 
Renea Anderson 
 
Mission 
Becky Bainbridge 
Harriett Marsh 
Zach Gould 
 
Worship 
Linda Puttmann 
Zach Gould 

mailto:faithupc@outlook.com
mailto:faithupcsec@outlook.com
http://www.faithupc.com

