
 

 

PRESBYTERY OF LACKAWANNA       STATED MEETING DOCKET 
February 22, 2020        West Pittston and Wyoming Presbyterian Church  
9:45 AM Reception and Registration   

   Terms of Call and Pastor Self-Evaluations were collected by members of Committee on Ministry 

who also were available to assist those serving as Ministers of Word and Sacrament and Commissioned Pastors with 

obtaining their required clearances. At that same area there was an opportunity for Minute Reading for Congregations 

Covenant Presbyterian Church in Scranton had their minutes read.  

At 10:32 am Presbytery is called to order and opened with prayer by Moderator Elder Jean Biggar.  A welcome to the 

Wyoming Presbyterian Church was offered by Elder Barbara Fleming and Elder Dan Klaproth, First United Presbyterian 

Church of West Pittston.   

Approval of the Docket was moved and approved.  

Seating of Corresponding Members the Rev Dr Carl Wilton (Elizabeth Presbytery) and the Rev Lisa Heckman 

(Susquehanna Valley Presbytery) was moved, seconded, and approved.  Several first-time elders were introduced by 

members of their church’s delegation.  

 

Worship began at 10:44 am and included the installation of our new moderator, the Reverend Dr. Martha Jordan, and the 

new Vice Moderator, Elder Wayne Wolfe, and communion.  

   

Moderator the Reverend Dr Martha Jordan presented the Omnibus Report/Consent Agenda and it was moved and 

approved including: Minutes from November Stated Presbytery Meeting and Finance Reports.   

Budget and Finance 

Moderator the Reverend Dr. Martha Jordan introduced Elder Nancy Owens, the chair of Budget and Finance, and Elder Sue 
Kilmer who presented the budget of Camp Lackawanna for a second reading and approval.  The budget was moved, 
seconded, and approved. Nancy reported that the Presbytery finished the year in the black. The balance is the result of the 
sale of the Jessup Church (funds have not been designated) and decrease in personnel salary.   
 

Camp Lackawanna  

Moderator the Reverend Dr. Martha Jordan introduced Elder Sue Kilmer, chair of the Camp Lackawanna Team, who used a 

video to introduce the new camp director Mykela Bryca.  She is working part-time until mid-May when she will arrive at the 

camp and begin full-time.  Sue gave an update including: 

 -Summer camp theme-The Life of Jesus  
-Run River Consultants-retreat with committee on March 20 (several churches contributed for the fee) 
-New floor in Merrill Lodge and updating red house 
-Endless Mountain Nature Center has closed 
-New pricing tier of $400, $500, and $600 per week depending on family or church  
ability to pay, with half price for first time campers 
-Welcome Center and new visitors’ policy  
-Will have help with grant writing 



 

 

-Staff in Training program (ages15-17 years)  
-Presbytery meeting/work afternoon-Saturday, May 16 
-Everyone asked to commit to helping the camp in at least one way 

 

Committee on Ministry  

The Reverend Dr. Carol Fleming introduced the Reverend Ken Forbes, Pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Dunmore, who 

was Honorably Retired by the Presbytery.  The Reverend Bill Carter spoke about Ken’s service to the church and this 

presbytery.   

Adam Demetros, candidate for Pastor at the Wyoming Valley Presbyterian Church, was introduced and examined by the 

Presbytery.   Bob Anthony attested to the unanimous call by the congregation. COM moved to accept Adam for Ordination 

and Reception into the Presbytery of Lackawanna and the motion was approved.   

Nate Achterhof who is currently serving as Resident Pastor at the Elmhurst and Moosic Presbyterian Churches, was 

examined by the Presbytery.  COM moved to suspend examination and approve Nate for Ordination and as an Ordained 

Member of the Presbytery and the motion was approved.  A motion to empower the Leadership Vision Team along with 

COM to set the Ordination was approved. 

The Reverend Dr. Carol Fleming welcomed two Transitional Pastors, the Reverend Lisa Heckman who will serve at the First 

Presbyterian Church of Montrose and the Reverend Dr. Carl Wilton at the First Presbyterian Church of Hawley.   

She also announced that Elder Marge Zeigler will be serving as Transitional Commissioned Pastor at Langcliffe 

Presbyterian Church and the Reverend Dr. Martha Jordan at the Wyoming and West Pittston Churches.  

 

Congregational Empowerment Team  

The Reverend William Carter announced that a Church Leadership Day is being planned for Saturday, October 24 from 

9:00 a.m. to noon at the First Presbyterian Church of Tunkhannock.  All were asked to list the topics desired for the 

workshops.   

The Immerse program, reading groups to read and talk about the Bible, is being used successfully at the First Presbyterian 

Church of Clarks Summit.  Elders Nancy Owens and Amanda Roberts discussed their experience with the program.   

The Seven Marks of Congregational Vitality was given as a resource piece.  

 

Nominations  

Elder Julie Kresge reported that the Nominating Team moved to elect Elder Marge Zeigler to the Congregational 

Empowerment Team, Class of 2022, and the motion was approved.    

 

Personnel 



 

 

 Elder Bonnie Yuscavage thanked the Presbytery staff and all team members for their service to the Presbytery.  She 

introduced Bruce Jordan as the Temporary Administrator.  Bonnie thanked Marge Zeigler who has finished as Administrator 

and presented her with a gift.    

Attendance Clerk Virginia Woodruff reported that there were 79 total members present. 

A motion to adjourn at 1:15 was approved with prayer and grace offered by the Moderator. 

  


