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A Prayer for our Journey 

God of the ages, 
you are the beginning of our journey 
and our strength as we pause along the way. 
Hold us by the hand as we grow, 
show us where to seek you, 
and guide our steps that we may find you. 
Give us devoted hearts that we may love you,  
and your peace when we reach our journey's 
end. 



Early History of Clifton Park 

In 1828, the town of 
Clifton Park was created 
from the town of 
Halfmoon. It was the last 
town created in Saratoga 
County. Early industries 
in Clifton Park included 
farming, dairy farming, 
ice harvesting and 
growing apples. 
 



Our Roots in Jonesville 

Our church had 
its roots in 
Jonesville.  In 
1870, some of 
our earliest 
members 
attended here 
including the 
Hatlee family. 



Church Took Most of a Day 

At the turn-of-the-
century, in spite of 
railroad and trolley lines 
from Albany, southern 
Saratoga County 
remained largely rural.  
People had to walk or 
travel by horse or horse 
and buggy to Jonesville 
or Mechanicville to 
attend Episcopal 
services, which took 
most of a day.  



Rev. Francis Gould, St. George’s First PIC 

In 1914, a group of men, led 
by the Hatlee brothers, 
arranged for a priest, Rev. 
Francis Gould, to serve as 
PIC, leading worship closer 
to their homes. The first 
service was held in a room 
over the Smith & Carriage 
Shop located in Clifton Park 
Village near the Clifton Park 
Halfmoon town line. 



Smith & Carriage Shop – Our First Home 



St. George’s First Service May 14, 1914 

On May 14, 1914, Fr. Gould held the first 
service of St. George’s Episcopal Church in 
Bryar Hall.  Incidentally, this hall was donated 
to us, rent free, by Mr. (Thomas) Bryar and was 
used until it had to be torn down some years 
later when Route 146 was constructed.  Fr. 
Gould built the altar in that church. 
  
 



Off to the Ballston Fair After Church 

This is a photo of 
Thomas Bryar with 
family and some 
friends off to the 
Ballston Fair. Most 
families in the early 
1900s did not have 
an automobile.  Mr. 
Bryar was a 
generous man who 
helped St. George’s 
get started. 



A Typical Sunday Morning in 1915 

This family was 
traveling “home 
from church” in 
1915.  The photo 
was taken near 
Clifton Park 
Center, mostly 
farmland with a 
very small 
settlement.   



An Early Map of Clifton Park 

You can see where Jonesville, 
Rexford, Grooms Corners and 
Vischers Ferry are located.  St. 
George’s current location is 
about in the center of this 
map.  Clifton Park Center is 
near the border of Halfmoon. 
These small communities 
were surrounded by farmland 
and dairy farms.  It was the 
horse and buggy days when 
the people of St. George’s 
began their community. 



St. George’s Approved as a Parish in 1915 

It was due to the foresight of Father 
Gould that Saint George’s was 
established as a parish instead of a 
mission. The parish received 
approval from the Albany Diocese 
and formally incorporated in April 
1915 with several Hatlees as 
wardens and vestry members.  Our 
current parish hall is named 
"Hatlee Hall" in their honor.   



Affiliated with St. Luke’s Mechanicville 1916 

The congregation 
remained small at 
first and after the 
retirement of Fr. 
Gould in 1916, it 
affiliated with St. 
Luke's of 
Mechanicville, an 
arrangement that 
lasted until 1950.   



1916 - 1921 

Following Rev. Gould, 
the Rev. Frank 
Damrosch served as 
Priest-In-Charge from 
1916-1918. 
 
We do not have a 
record of what 
happened during the 
next two years.   
 



1921 - 1944 

Rev. David C. Huntington, 
also Priest-In-Charge, 
followed Rev. Damrosch.  
Under Rev. Huntington’s 
leadership, St. George’s 
congregation purchased 
land in Clifton Park Center 
in order to build our first 
church building. 



First Church Building Completed in 1922 

The property was 
located on Cemetery 
Road in Clifton Park 
Village near the 
present Old Rte.146. 
Mostly with their 
own labor, the 
congregation built 
the first church 
building.  



St. George’s Cornerstone Laid 

Rt. Rev. Richard H. 
Nelson, Arch-Deacon, 
Gary Harte Purdy, and 
the priests of many 
surrounding parishes 
attended the laying of St. 
George’s Cornerstone in 
1922.  This was a truly 
great occasion for all 
involved. 
 

Bishop Richard Nelson 



1944-1950 

After the retirement of Rev. Huntington in 1944, we were still 
affiliated with Saint Luke’s under Rev. Fielding Haylor, Priest-In-
Charge 1944-1947 and Rev. Hubert Doody, Priest-In-Charge 
1947-1950.   



In 1950 Affiliated with Grace Church Waterford 

In 1950, Rt. Rev. 
Frederick L. Barry saw fit 
to affiliate our church 
with Grace Church, 
Waterford under a Father 
Franklin who died very 
suddenly several weeks 
later. 
 
 



The Adirondack Northway Created Big Changes 

After 1950, St. George's was still a 
satellite parish, affiliated with Grace 
Church, Waterford and also Calvary 
Church in Burnt Hills.  But the 
building of the Northway, I-87, and 
early development of Clifton Park by 
home builders such as Robert Van 
Patten, spurred further population 
growth in both towns, particularly 
Clifton Park (3,281 in 1950, 14,867 
in 1970 and 36,705 in 2010).   
 



An Era is Ending – 1951-1963 

In 1951, Rev. Michael Lynch followed as Priest-In-Charge at Grace Church 
and Saint George’s until 1956 when The Rev. Leon Cartmell, who served as 
Priest-In-Charge 1956-1963, replaced him. The first church building of Saint 
George’s was sold to the Disciples of Christ who took occupancy on 
December 1, 1964.  

Rev. Michael Lynch Rev. Leon Cartmell 



1964 - 1977 

During the spring of 1964, David 
Randles was hired as the first 
Rector of St. George’s.   The parish 
had purchased 9.2 acres of land, its 
present site, and began the 
construction of the present church 
complex.  The new church, the hall 
and the education building were 
dedicated on Thanksgiving Day, 
November 26, 1964. Rt. Rev. Allen 
Brown officiated at the dedication.  

Rev. David Randles 

Rev. David Randles 



St. George’s Rectory Built in 1967 

In 1967, a rectory was built behind the church.  
The present classroom and office wing was later 
named "Randles Hall" to commemorate Fr. 
David Randles’ excellent leadership.  
 

Many artifacts were brought to the new church 
from the first church building including the 
Baptismal font, altar vessels and furnishings as 
well as many kitchen items.   



More Interesting Facts 

The altar in our new church was from St. Paul’s 
Church in the city of Albany, which was demolished 
to make way for the construction of the South Mall.  
Incidentally, Fr. Randles served at that altar as a 
boy acolyte at Saint Paul’s.   
 
The altar stone came from Saint Alban’s Chapel in 
the City of Albany that was closed in 1952.   
 

The Stations of the Cross were a gift from St. Mary’s 
Roman Catholic Church, Crescent, NY. 



St. George’s Jubilee 

In 1965, at our 50th anniversary 
celebration, the Vestry of Saint 
George’s included: Wardens 
Lawrence Olsen and Arthur Bates;   
and Vestry, Theodore Chrimes, 
Peter Gamwell, Robert Gillespie, 
Irving Hatlee, Richard Kidder, 
William Meyer, Richard Perry, and 
Ruth Sheldon.   

50 



Rev. Albert Harding 1967 - 2013 

The Rev. Albert Harding 
was ordained to the 
diaconate at St. George’s in 
October 1967, serving St. 
George’s in that capacity 
until his death in 2012.   



1978-1984 

Rev. Michael Ray served as 
Rector from 1978 – 1984.  
Under his leadership, the 
church complex of three 
buildings was connected 
and enlarged. We added 
new classrooms, a sacristy, 
a library and the All Angels 
Chapel. 
 
His spouse, The Rev. 
Francoise G. Ray, was 
raised up and served as a 
Deacon from 1983-1984.   
  
 
 
 

Rev. Michael Ray Rev. Fran Ray 



Deacon Robert Roach 

In 1967, Robert Roach 
was ordained to the 
diaconate at St. George’s 
and served in that 
capacity until 2015.  The 
altar in our Angel Chapel 
was a gift from Deacon 
Roach and his wife 
Susan. 



Our Angel Chapel 

Our Angel Chapel was part of the 
construction that connected Hatlee 
Hall and Randles Hall to our church 
building.  During the construction, 
Rector Michael Ray was looking for 
help in an Albany antique shop.  He 
discussed his dream of finding 
something spectacular that would 
make our chapel a special place.  
The antique dealer had met with Fr. 
Ray several times before.     



A Special Moment 

He said to Fr. Ray, “I have something 
in storage I’ve been saving for a long, 
long time – for just the right 
moment . . . I think you might be 
interested.”  He took me to the back 
of his building . . . crammed with 
artwork and bits of building materials 
from wall to wall . . . floor to 
ceiling . . . and from one stack of 
things leaning against the wall he 
pulled out one of our angel windows. 



The angel windows were stunning, and quite different from the colonial 
nave of St. George’s at that time.  A chapel that was very different in style 
was our goal.  He believed the pair of windows to be the work of John 
LaFarge, noted American writer, painter, muralist and stained glass window 
maker.  LaFarge introduced the use of opalescent glass in window making to 
Louis Tiffany in the early 1870’s and within ten years the two had become 
embroiled in a lawsuit over patents.  
  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_La_Farge   
 

We later discovered that they had been taken out of the old St. Paul's 
Episcopal Church in Albany when it was demolished to make room for the 
South Mall in downtown.  The new St. Paul's was a very modern/
contemporary design so did they did not at all fit with their design or colors.  
They did, however, “just happen" to fit perfectly in the space we were 
planning.  We loved the colors and design - they were just what we were 
looking for!!!   
 

Design Attributed to the Work of John LaFarge 



Inspired Creativity 

Clark and Deacon Lynne Curtis graciously agreed to help underwrite 
the purchase of the windows.   Monika Nosewicz North, an interior 
designer and member of St. George’s, collaborated on and made 
proposals for the placement and design of the installation.   She 
knew a young cabinetmaker who executed beautifully a rather tricky 
molding that she designed.  A custom made cross was hung between 
the two angel windows.    Its design was inspired by St. Patrick’s 
Breastplate hymn, ”I bind unto myself . . .” with particular thoughts 
of the teenagers who would be preparing for Confirmation at St. 
George’s.  The individual depictions of Incarnation, Crucifixion, and 
Resurrection were made of individual bronze icons; the young 
woodworker who did the molding also crafted the cross into which 
the icons were embedded.  The cross was given by Connie Brown.    



St. George’s Angel Chapel 

Our Angel Chapel will continue to offer an intimate and enfolding place for private 
mediation as well as for midweek celebrations of Eucharist, morning prayer and St. 
George’s School worship.  It is also serves our congregation as a columbarium.    



St. George’s Chapel Columbarium 



Interim Priest-In-Charge 

The Rev. William James 
Martin served as Priest-In-
Charge 1985-1986 during 
the search for our next 
rector and served as an 
Assistant from 1969-1976. 
  



1986-1991 

St. George’s called Rev. David 
Manning to serve St. George’s 
in 1986.  He served as rector 
until 1991 when he resigned as 
rector due to a serious illness.  
Beginning in 1990, the Rev. 
Donald Gardner was called as 
Associate Rector.  Father 
Gardner was the glue that held 
our congregation together 
through a very challenging 
period.  Fr. Don continued to 
serve St. George’s until he 
retired in 2013.   

Rev. David Manning 

Rev. Donald Gardner 



1991-2008 

Under Rev. William Hinrichs, the church 
complex was modernized and enlarged 
twice (in 1995 and in 2002), the former 
adding a choir room, six more 
classrooms and a new kitchen, while 
expanding Hatlee Hall; the latter 
renovating and doubling the size of the 
main sanctuary.   
 

During those years, Rev. John L. 
Hopkins served as Assistant 
(2002-2007) and Rev. Laurie Garramone 
served as Curate (2007-2010).  The Rev. 
Lynne M. Curtis served as Deacon 
(1991-2009).  The Rev. Scott Underhill 
and the Rev. Maureen Demler began 
their studies to become deacons in 2008.  
 

Rev. Hinrichs Rev. Hopkins 

Rev. Rohr Rev. Curtis 



2008-2015 

Following the retirement of Rev. 
Hinrichs in 2008, St. George’s 
called the Rev. John W. Henry II 
as Rector.  The Rev. Laurie 
Garrimone served as Curate to 
Fr. Henry until 2010.   
 
Mtr. Karen Henry served as 
Priest Associate.  She was called 
to be Priest-In-Charge of a 
parish in New City, NY in 2014. 
 
Fr. Henry retired in January of 
2015. 

Rev. John Henry 

Mtr. Karen Henry 



St. George’s School Founded 

During Fr. Henry’s tenure at St. 
George’s, with the expertise and 
guidance of Phyllis Aldrich, Gene and 
Fran Gordon and Jean Stevens Lauria, 
St. George’s School was founded and 
began “educating inquiring minds and 
discerning hearts in 2008.”  
 
In 2013, St. George’s preschool program 
was merged with the school program, 
creating a unified school under one 
administration and St. George’s School 
Board of Directors led by Jean Stevens 
Lauria. The preschool actually began in 
the 1980s with parishioner, Marjorie 
Bates, as its head.   
 
 



Preparing for a Life of Purpose 

From the playground to the classroom, St. George’s School teaches children to value 
intellectual discipline, reason and wonder; to govern oneself; to live in community; 
and to prepare for a life of purpose. 



Haiti Mission 

Scott Underhill was 
ordained to the Deaconate in 
2009 at St. George’s and 
served in that capacity until 
2017. Deacon Scott led 
several mission trips to Haiti 
where water collection 
systems were installed.  St. 
George’s volunteers also 
installed four solar panels 
and backup batteries for the 
school at Corosse.  The 
families of St. Philippe and 
St. Jacques also appreciated 
gifts of Bibles and Books of 
Common Prayer that were 
blessed and distributed. 



Deacon for Pastoral Care 

On May 30, 2009, Maureen Demler was ordained to 
the diaconate and began serving in that capacity at St. 
George’s.  Maureen took a leave of absence beginning 
September 2012 to accompany her husband, Randy, to 
England.  Randy had a new job assignment there. 
While in England, Maureen was licensed to serve as 
deacon in the parishes of St. Edmund and St. Osmund 
in Diocese of Derby.   
 

Maureen and Randy returned to the USA in 2015.  She 
happily returned to serve as the Deacon for Pastoral 
Care.  She believes strongly in the importance of 
maintaining loving connections with those 
parishioners unable to attend services at St. George’s 
on their own and those experiencing difficulties of any 
kind.  Maureen provides leadership for compassionate 
lay ministries at St. George’s.  She also co-teaches our 
Education for Ministry courses. 
 



We Celebrate Our Centennial 

On Saturday, May 3, 2014, a special Mass 
with music using the 1892 Prayer Book 
liturgy that was still being used when the 
fledgling St. George’s. family celebrated 
their first mass together, took place.  At 
that time, St. George’s was a “ritualistic” 
parish.  Our first priest wore a black biretta 
(kind of hat).  This was The Rev. Francis A. 
Gould, Priest-In-Charge 1914-1916.  Since 
the priest at that time said the mass facing 
the altar, our choir was seated in the side 
pews while Fr. Henry followed the rituals of 
the mass as Fr. Gould would have carried 
them out.  Fr. Henry created a lovely 
commemorative edition booklet of the 
Mass.  Following the service, we enjoyed a 
potluck family supper  



We Celebrate 100 Years   

On Sunday, September 7, 
2014, we continued our year-
long Centennial Celebration 
with a Chicken Bar-B-Q. We 
enjoyed live music provided 
by Three Willows Fellowship 
band and delicious food.  Our 
expert chef, Tony Lauria, and 
his chef helpers cooked the 
chicken, burgers and hot 
dogs.  Our children 
participated in face painting, 
a scavenger hunt, a cakewalk 
and lawn games!  It was well 
attended and a great way to 
celebrate our history.  
 



100 Years Reaching Out in Love  

During our centennial year, the following events 
were sponsored:  Agape Meal of Thanksgiving; a 
presentation by our Town of Clifton Park 
Historian; a Centennial Dinner Dance at the 
Edison Club; and Centennial Decade 
Presentations created by our youth.  We also 
filled a Memory Box that will soon be sealed and 
stored in our sacristy to be opened in 50 years at 
our 150th celebration. 
 

In 2015, the Vestry of Saint George’s included: 
Wardens Jo Anne Robbins and Scott Barbour; 
Vestry members Abby Bee, Bryan Bee, Joy 
Blanchet, Rodney Brewer, Rob Gallagher, Fran 
Gordon, Neil Manning, Lynne Underhill and 
Susan Westad.  



Mtr. Elizabeth and Fr. Tom Papazoglakis 

In August 2015, the 
Vestry, after many 
months of prayerful 
deliberation, invited 
Mtr. Elizabeth 
Papazoglakis and Fr. 
Thomas Papazoglakis 
to serve St. George’s as 
Priests-In-Charge. We 
joyously welcomed 
Mtr. Elizabeth and Fr. 
Tom to our 
congregation. 
 

Their First Sunday -November 1, 2015 



Our Ministry Team 2015 - 2017 

In March 2017, St. George’s Vestry called Fr. Tom 
Papazoglakis to be our Rector.  Mtr. Elizabeth Papazoglakis 
was appointed Associate Rector. 



Our Ministry Team 2018 

Fr. Tom, Mtr. 
Elizabeth and 
Deacon Maureen 
continue to lead 
our congregation in 
ministry, mission, 
and outreach to 
our Clifton Park 
community.  We 
are blessed to have 
their energy, 
leadership and 
commitment. 



St. George’s Prayer 

Heavenly Father, we give you 
thanks for the blessings of this 
day.  Give us the bravery of St. 
George to stand up for what we 
believe.  Give us the strength to 
overcome the dragons in our 
lives and in the world.  And 
where we see people in distress, 
give us the compassion to help 
them through the love of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen 


