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A Moment to Pause, a Gift to Cherish  

From Father Tom  
 

For those who attend our 9:00 a.m. Sunday service, you may have noticed the beautiful preludes and postludes 
that our organist Janie Prim has been playing. You may have also noticed that the altar party processes from 
the altar and then pauses to sit for a few moments on the Nave’s right side until the postlude is completed.  

 
This past Sunday, I was sitting and enjoying looking at the beautiful “Empty Tomb” stained glass window 

while listening to the postlude and was inspired to write this brief article to explain why we begin the service 
with a prelude and end with a postlude. You also might be wondering why we stop and “pause” to                

listen at the end of the service.  
 

The reason is quite simple and goes along with the duty of all Christians, which is to follow Christ; to come 
together week by week for corporate worship; and to work, pray, and give for the spread of the kingdom of 

God [BCP, 856]. For our purposes, a prelude is a piece of music that traditionally leads as an introduction to a 
religious ceremony. The music provides a reprieve or transition that helps us move from the world about us 

into the sanctuary of God’s presence. The prelude music provides a spiritual gateway between the noise of the 
world around us and the sacred space of worship. Sitting in silence amid this music offers a space to prepare 

our ‘…heart, soul, and mind’ to honor the greatest and first commandment (Mt 22:37-38).   
 

The postlude provides a mental and spiritual pause between the active participation in worship we have just 
completed and preparing to leave worship. Through this experience, God has prepared and equipped us to   

fulfill the great commission, which is to “. . . make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that [Jesus] has                   

commanded.” 
 

Those precious few minutes of resting with music flowing from the organ−before worship to still the hustle 
and bustle of life−and the pause of the postlude before leaving worship to re-enter the world of daily            

living−are a gift to cherish each week.  



2 

 
 

participants challenging themselves and one another 
to lay aside pre-determined expectations of even 
concepts like diversity in terms of what is “good/
acceptable” and what is “evil/unacceptable.” Norms 
and boundaries are essential to the progress of this 
type of conversation as they provide safeguards from 
the imposition of views or behaviors that might   
otherwise limit meaningful dialogue or group     
learning amid diverse perspectives. 
  
Our intention remains the same. To have a healthy 
St. George’s, there has to be a capacity for a         
diversity of understandings in dialogue with one  
another and the context of the Christian faith and 
worship of the Episcopal Church. 
  
Culture has changed, cultural norms have changed, 
and the Episcopal Church is trying to adapt to this 
change. A new understanding believes that the    
Episcopal Church is being guided by the Holy Spirit 
in a new way to interpret the Scriptures. Our        
catechism says, “We understand the meaning of the 
Bible by the help of the Holy Spirit, who guides the 
Church in the true interpretation of the Scriptures.” 
That being said, we also say we believe the Bible is 
“the Word of God because God inspired their human 
authors and because God still speaks to us through 
the Bible.” From the conservative/orthodox           
perspective, the Bible is clear and unambiguous that 
the marriage covenant is between one man and one 
woman. We say, “We believe in one holy catholic 
and apostolic Church.” This means the church is  
apostolic because it continues in the teaching and 
fellowship of the apostles to carry out Christ’s    
mission to all people. What did the Christian faith’s 
apostolic witness have to say and teach about the 
covenant of marriage? How does this reconcile with 
these understandings if they are indeed new? 
  
The Episcopal Church has now said if you take these 
differing views seriously, you will have to find a 
new way to reconcile them. In my opinion, that is 
the work before us. There are no easy or        
straightforward answers. 
  
Issues like the marriage covenant, our natural       
resistance to change, and the fact that change makes 
us feel uncomfortable do not exempt us from being 
open to the possibility that God is doing a new thing. 
At some point, these understandings hinge on how 
one interprets and understands the authority of 
Scripture. Just because we “feel” God is doing a new 

Rector, cont’d From Your Rector 
 
The Bishop of Central Florida (+Greg 
Brewer)  posted the following in      
response to Bishop Love’s recent      
resignation: 
  
 “I am deeply grieving over the resignation of Bill 
Love as bishop of the Diocese of Albany. He is my 
brother. It is clear that Bill resigned rather than    
having to deal with an upcoming sentence from the 
disciplinary board - but that it had to come to this is 
a profound tragedy that has implications not only for 
Albany, but for the Episcopal Church and the global 
Anglican Communion. I am already involved serving 
as I am able, particularly through the Communion 
Partner bishops. Please pray for all involved             
- especially for wisdom and better solutions that do 
not involve resignations. This is not the Anglican 
way.—” 
  
I agree with Bishop Brewer’s comments, while I am 
also respectful that there are many on both sides of 
this issue. Some share in this deep sadness, with   
others believing it was the right thing and some  
maybe even celebrating Bishop Love’s resignation. 
Any leader who has been around 14 years like    
Bishop Love knows that will be the case, especially 
if they have been a leader.  
  
So . . . how does this affect St. George’s? The simple 
answer is I/we don’t know, and we won’t know    
entirely for some time to come. That being said, we 
have work to do as a parish.  
  
When we started the Continuing the Conversation 
(and during many of the conversations that followed 
over the past three years), I said that I believed   
Bishop Love was taking a stand based on firmly held 
principles and beliefs. I expected that, in the end, the 
Episcopal Church has spoken and will one way or the 
other make B012 (or it’s equivalent) part of the   
Episcopal Church. Since nothing was going to 
change as long as Bishop Love and TEC were    
working out their differences, Elizabeth+ and I      
invited the people of St. George’s to use that time for 
dialogue on the marriage covenant issue. The        
objective has been to offer a conservative/orthodox 
and liberal/progressive conversation on these issues. 
I know there are some who see this as “win-lose” and 
a “right-wrong” issue. I do not subscribe to that    
mindset and believe it works against building the 
foundations for a healthy congregation.  
  
This type of conversation requires a rare kind of 
“diversity” (in our current times) that rests on all  Rector, cont’d on p.3 
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thing does not mean God is or is not doing         
something new.  
 
Mother Elizabeth and I will continue to offer          
opportunities for meaningful conversation about how 
this congregation understands its relationship with 
God, with Jesus, the Bible, and the sacraments such 
as the marriage covenant. That is the essence of     
discernment in striving to hear and understand what 
the will of God is and what God is calling and    
equipping us to do. None of us have direct access to 
the heart and mind of God - so we need one another 
so that we can be in constant discernment moving 
forward while not being derailed or misled along the 
way. 
  
This instruction for Jewish learning I think offers   
wisdom for the conversation ahead: “So, on the one 
hand, the student of Torah must ask all the questions 
that come to mind and not fear any of them—no   
matter how uncomfortable they make him or others 
feel. He can never allow himself to be satisfied with 
easy answers, and must even seek out apparent     
contradictions in an attempt to resolve them. This is 
how Torah is studied and acquired.” 
  
We have an “adaptive” challenge before us. Many 
may not want to hear that there are no easy, quick, or 
“technical fixes” to show us the way. The good news 
is we know the way, the truth, and the life. As long as 
we follow The Way, as Julian of Norwich would say, 
“all shall be well, all manner of things shall be well.” 
Our challenge is to follow how that allows us to be “a 
community of disciples joyfully reaching out in love 
to nurture, teach and heal in Jesus’ name.” 

 Rector, cont’d from p.2 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd Atrium 

StoryMakers classroom in Randles Hall  

St. George’s Altar decorated with flowers on   

All Saints Day 

Happy Thanksgiving!  

Thursday, November 26th, is     
Thanksgiving Day. In a typical 
year, families gather in homes 
across the country to celebrate the 
day with their traditional     
Thanksgiving dinners. This year, however, is far 
from typical. We are in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic of 2020. COVID is on the rise again, and 
we are being asked not to gather in family groups this 
year to prevent new clusters of this disease. For many 
of us, this is unimaginably difficult. As humans, we 
are social beings who need to gather together in order 
to be our best selves.  

How can we make this year’s celebration a happy, 
meaningful experience? We can start by deciding to 
make this Thanksgiving a time to focus on how many 
reasons we have to be thankful. We can think about 
all the many things there are in our lives that make us 
happy. Let’s be grateful for the delicious food we can 
still put on our tables, the comfortable and beautiful 
homes we live in, our loving families, the beautiful 
church in which we worship our Lord. I’m sure we 
can add many things to this list. In short, let us count 
our blessings! After all, Thanksgiving can and should 
be about giving thanks for all that is good in our 
lives! 
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Please note: 

Deadline for weekly announcements is              
Wednesday morning at 9 AM. Send to  

stgeorgescp.announcements@gmail.com 

 

Rooted 

Rooted is a regional youth group for grades 6 to 
12. Youth of many church backgrounds from across 
the region attend for games, worship and teaching. 
Rooted is a program of Beaver Cross Ministries and 
meets every Thursday 6:45-8:00pm at St. George’s.              
For more information Daniel Hyde at 
dhyde@ctkcenter. 

Women's Bible Study  
From Cindy Hoetzer 

 
"Jonah - Navigating a Life Interrupted" 
 
The fall session of Women's Bible Study has been 
dedicated to the Book of Jonah. Priscilla Shirer, 
who wrote and whose videos accompany the study, 
is challenging us to examine life's interruptions as 
divine interventions in which we seek to understand 
God's plan for our lives. Some of us meet each 
week in person and socially distanced while others 
join us weekly via ZOOM. 

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry  
From Cindy Hoetzer 
 
After months of knitting at 
home, the Prayer Shawl    
Ministry has decided to      
resume monthly meetings in 
the church library. Our next meeting will 
be Tuesday, November 17th, from 1:00-3:00 PM. 
 
Thank you to all who have continued knitting    
during these strange times. Thanks to you, the 
prayer shawl cabinet has not gone empty, but we 
continue to distribute shawls and have a              
continuous need for more. These shawls continue 
to bring comfort to all who receive them.  
 
If you plan to join us on the 17th, please enter 
through the red door at the top of the ramp in back 
of the church. Also, please let Arlene or me know 
if you plan to attend so we can be sure to have 
enough space to social distance. Wearing masks 
will also be required. 

Scottish Sunday                                
COVID-19 Style  
From Gene Gordon 

On Sunday, November 8th, we          
celebrate St. Andrew, St. Margaret 
of Scotland, and the importance of 
family in our lives at our annual 
Scottish Sunday, COVID-19 style. 
Our guests will be members of the 
St. Andrew’s Society of Schenectady, and the      
Schenectady Pipe Band. All of our guests will be 
masked (except our pipers, as they play) and will be 
properly socially distanced. Our “Kirkin’ o’ the      
Tartan” will bless the tartans on display and help to 
emphasize the symbolic importance of the tartans as 
tangible symbols of family. So, dust off those kilts 
and plaids and plan to join us at our 9:00am service 
on Sunday, November 8th! 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving, and his courts with 

praise. Give thanks to him, bless his name.  

        Psalm 100:4 (NRSV) 

mailto:stgeorgescp.announcements@gmail.com
mailto:dhyde@ctkcenter
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 Red Cross Blood Drive 
November 11th

  

From Carol McNaughton 

For several years St. George's 
has hosted a Red Cross Blood 
Drive on Veteran's Day. We 
are doing it again on November 11th from          
1PM - 6PM. 
  
The American Red Cross is urging healthy donors 
of all blood types to give blood or platelets to ensure 
a strong blood supply for patients as the U.S. braces 
for flu season while in the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic.  
  
A few things will be different this year because of 
the COVID pandemic. 

• Red Cross Staff members and volunteers will 
wear masks. 

• Donors will be required to wear face masks at a 
blood drive or donation center.  

• Guests including children are not allowed to  
enter a blood drive or center to ensure we can 
maintain social distancing as we adhere to new 
safety precautions. 

• There will be temperature checks of staff and 
donors when they arrive. The beds will be 6 feet 
apart and all donor touched areas will be wiped 
down. 

• All blood product donations are being tested for 
COVID-19 antibodies. This is NOT a diagnostic 
test from COVID. Only those feeling well 
should donate. You can learn more about the 
Antibody testing on this Red Cross web 
page: COVID-19 Antibody Test for Donors.   

 
The Red Cross webpage of Frequently Asked   
Questions about donating blood is a great reference 
for any questions you have about the blood donation 
process and donating blood during this COVID-19 
time. 
 
You will need an appointment. To make an          
appointment, please call 1-800-RED CROSS or   
visit RedCrossBlood.org and use sponsor code:  
STGEORGESCLIFTONPARK . 
 
Streamline your donation experience and save up to 
15 minutes by visiting RedCrossBlood.org/
RapidPass to complete your pre-donation reading 
and health history questions on the day of your    
appointment. 

New Mission and Outreach 
Project   
From Carol MacNaughton 

Throw Away That Old 
Smartphone? Not Yet! 

You don’t need to recycle your iPhones, Android 
phones, and iPads... Instead, you can be the one to 
put the power of the gospel on film into the hands of 
an African missionary or seeker! 

St. George's Mission and Outreach is collecting your 
old phone or Ipad devices to be sent to the Jesus Film 
Project in Florida. The phones will be completely 
erased and reset, then loaded with the "Jesus" film, 
pre-evangelism short films, and the follow-up series 
“Walking With Jesus,” in up to 10 languages, as well 
as the Jesus Film app. Jesus Film staff and volunteers 
will use your old phone or iPad to share God’s love 
among unreached people—in places where it can be 
both illegal and dangerous to share your faith … but 
not these devices! 

Minimum requirements are: 

    iPhones, and iPads: iOS 10 or higher, iPhone 5                          
and higher, and iPad 4th gen and higher.                

    Android: Android 6.0 or higher. EG. Samsung          
Galaxy S5 and higher. 

    Donors are asked to first erase all data on the    
device. 

Interested? Have questions? Check out this webpage:  
https://www.jesusfilm.org/donatephone.html or    
contact Carol MacNaughton . 
 
A collection box has been set up in the front entrance 
of the church. Please drop your old cellphone or iPad 
into that box. 

November Birthdays 

Hannum Benson,                   

John Gilhooley, Kathy Harding, 

Fran Gordon, Alfie Sarnacki, 

Martin Lytle, Martha Underhill, Cecilie Lytle,     

Tim Kaercher, Jake Glaser, Colleen Kinley,         

John O’Brien, Mark Simpkins, Sue Brooks,          

Rob Golden, Michael Blinstrub, Steve Eyer 

Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it 
extends to more and more people, may increase 
thanksgiving, to the glory of God.   
        2 Corinthians 4:15 (NRSV) 

https://www.redcrossblood.org/donate-blood/dlp/covid-19-antibody-testing.html
https://www.redcrossblood.org/faq.html#donating-blood
https://www.redcrossblood.org/faq.html#donating-blood
http://redcrossblood.org/
http://redcrossblood.org/RapidPass
http://redcrossblood.org/RapidPass
https://www.jesusfilm.org/donatephone.html
mailto:cmacnaughton11@gmail.com
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December 13, 2020. If you wish to shop ahead, our 
shopping lists will be available on our website under 
Outreach. 
 
St. George’s Mission and Outreach is working in   
collaboration with HAWS. We are reaching out to 
nurture, teach and heal in Jesus’ name. Please join us 
and share your gifts with those less fortunate. 
 
Help is Available! 
New York State Domestic and Sexual Violence    
Hotline 
1-800-942-6906 

Healing a Woman’s Soul                          
Advent Outreach Project  
From Jo Anne Robbins 
 
And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due 
season we will reap, if we do not give up. 
                                                     Galatians 6:9 ESV 
 
Domestic Violence happens every 15 seconds in the 
United States. One in four women are victims of  
domestic violence in their lifetime. Domestic       
violence is the single major cause of injury to    
women. Only about 48% of all violent acts are     
reported to the police. Domestic violence leads to 
children becoming abusers or victims themselves. 
 
Healing a Woman’s Soul, Inc. (HAWS), a Christian 
Ministry to help heal women who are victims of  
domestic violence, is dedicated to fighting domestic 
violence – one person and one parish at a time. We 
believe that no wounding is beyond God’s power to 
heal. Our job is to make God’s healing available to 
all who hurt. Won’t you be part of the solution? 
 
Did you know that there are hundreds of women and 
their children in our area who are living in a shelter 
each holiday season, a season often filled with     
anxiety, hopelessness and despair for many families. 
All of us are facing challenges resulting from 
COVID-19, especially those without a good support 
network. St. George’s Outreach will be providing 
those bright red gift bags (again this year) for you to 
fill with special gifts for these women and for their 
children. Please be generous!   
 
Fill a red bag for a woman and another for a child. 
In each bag, you will find a list of suggested items 
that would be appreciated. Many times, these    
women arrive at a shelter with only the clothes on 
their back. This is the season to be joyful and give 
thanks for our many gifts and blessings. It is also a 
season to share with others. Help these women and 
their children by sharing your love and generosity.  
 
Would you prefer to provide a monetary donation? 
If so, please make your check payable to St. 
George’s Church with HAWS on the memo line. 
You can also make a donation through PayPal – the 
link is available on our website:                   
www.stgeorgescp.org. We have volunteers who 
would be happy to shop for you. 
 
Healing a Woman’s Soul is a 501(c)(3)                 
organization. All donations are tax deductible 
The bags will be available beginning Saturday,   
November 29th. The Donation Deadline is Sunday, 

Healing, cont’d 

Mike Josef on library roof helping Tom Lessard 
with technology upgrades needed at St George’s 

to live cast services. 

Theological Reflection: a typical hybrid class at 
St. George’s 

http://www.stgeorgescp.org
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Cub Scout News  

From Brandi Carson 

COVID means different, but not gone! 
 

Typically Halloween for scouts in Pack 43 is          
celebrated with a big party in Hatlee Hall. Families 
come all dressed up. We have games, sensory bins 

filled with “witch fingers” and “werewolf blood,” 
karaoke, cotton candy and a costume parade with 
awards. Because of the current pandemic, many    

families are uncomfortable with indoor meetings. So, 
after brainstorming, we decided to hold a trunk or 
treat in the parking lot! Families competed to have the 
best decorated car and we still held our costume     

contest. We played a socially distanced game and 
ended with a drive thru cotton candy booth. Our    
leaders are working hard on coming up with new   

ideas to keep scouts engaged and safe while still    
adhering to scouting principals. Our district council 
has been a valuable support as well with many       

resources. So, while COVID has caused us to change 
many aspects of our lives, St. George’s pack is     
staying true to the Cub Scout motto - “Always do my 

best!” 

More trunk or treat fun! 

November Anniversaries  

Neil & Tonya Manning 
John & Joyce Miller 
Herman & Pam Sabourin 
Bryan & Jennifer Bee 
Augie & Kathy Quail 
Tom & Sue Lessard 
John & Ellen Gilhooley 
Allen & Jeanne Nuss 
Alejandro Quintero & Mary Ziegler-Quintero 

 

***************Reminder************** 

Please remember to fill out your estimate of giving 

card and bring to church or mail it. You may also 
fill out a form on the church website at 

stgeorgescp.org. Select info center, then Harvest 

Sunday. 

http://www.stgeorgescp.org
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Weekly Virtual Worship Schedule 

Sunday: 

7:30 am Morning Prayer Rite II virtually through 
Zoom.- Request room access via 
stgeorgeofc@gmail.com if you would like to join. 

10:30 am Theological Reflection (TRs) on the 
Gospel reading for that day virtually through 
Zoom at   
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87182104399?  

Weekdays: 

St. George’s Episcopal Church 

912 Route 146 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 

In Person Worship Services  

Sunday: 

9:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Organ, with 

COVID-19 precautions  

Wednesday 

12:15 pm Weekly Healing Service with Eucharist, 

with COVID-19 precautions  

Saturday: 

4:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, with Praise Band 

and with COVID-19 precautions  

9:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II virtually - Access 

via https://www.youtube.com/playlist?

list=PLqGV25ahrgM9i8RQEoBjJmo2Fro8yRj_x 

Reflection on the Gospel reading from the Daily 

Office lectionary via https://www.facebook.com/

StGeorgesCP/ 

See the St. George’s Online web page at https://

stgeorgescp.org/st_georges_online for up to date 

information for online worship services and      

classes. 

mailto:stgeorgeofc@gmail.com
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87182104399?
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGV25ahrgM9i8RQEoBjJmo2Fro8yRj_x
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGV25ahrgM9i8RQEoBjJmo2Fro8yRj_x
https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgesCP/
https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgesCP/
https://stgeorgescp.org/st_georges_online
https://stgeorgescp.org/st_georges_online

