
  

The Dragon’s Tale 

MARCH 2021 

“St. George’s is a community of disciples joyfully 

reaching out in love to nurture, teach, and  

heal in Jesus’ name” 

  

St. George’s Episcopal Church  

 912 Route 146 ·  Clifton Park, NY 12065  

 (518) 371 - 6351          www.stgeorgescp.org 

Holy Week In-Person         
Services 

  
Palm Sunday March 27th and 28th 
 4:30pm Saturday Holy Eucharist 
 9:00am Sunday Holy Eucharist 
 
Maundy Thursday April 1st 
 6:30pm Holy Eucharist 
 
Good Friday April 2nd 
 12:15pm Service of Good Friday 
   3:00pm Stations of the Cross 
 
Holy Saturday April 3rd 
 9:00am Holy Saturday Service 
 
Easter April 3rd and 4th 
 4:30pm Saturday Holy Eucharist 
 9:00am Sunday Holy Eucharist 
  

Welcome to St. George’s 
We wish you a Holy Lent and a Joyous Easter 

For online services and all things Lent, please go to our website at https://stgeorgescp.org/ 

https://stgeorgescp.org/
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Rector, cont’d 

Cont’d on p.3 

From the Rector 
 
I have the privilege of serving as Dean                      
of the Upper Hudson deanery on behalf                    
of the Diocese of Albany. In its technical                           
definition, this means someone who serves as the 
“head of a chapter (i.e. administrative body) in a   
cathedral, the leader of a seminary, or a designated 
leader of a group of clergy, such as a clericus, with 
clericus simply meaning a local gathering of clergy. 
Traditionally deans serve at the pleasure of a Bishop 
to represent a group of clergy, typically within     
specific geographic regions in the diocese. Their role 
and responsibility is to help coordinate among the 
bishop, diocese, clergy, and lay leaders within their 
region. They are equally responsible for representing 
those same local clergy and lay leaders and their   
concerns to the bishop and wider diocese. Simply 
said, the dean’s role is to help facilitate the             
relationship between the diocese and local parishes 
and their clergy. 

 
In a time of transition and the consecration of a new 
bishop, the deans serve at the pleasure of the      
Standing Committee as the Diocesan ecclesiastical 
authority. In that capacity, I thought I might share an 
update on the work of the deans and specifically 
some of my current work in that capacity.  

 
The Diocese of Albany has been through a difficult 
time these past few years as the issue of the marriage 
covenant and the implications of a national Church 
resolution titled B012 came to a head with the recent 
hearing panel of Bishop Love. The outcome of that 
hearing panel found against Bishop Love and forced 
his resignation as Bishop Diocesan for the Diocese of 
Albany and his early retirement.  

 
I understand and am sympathetic to the fact that there 
are people in the diocese and even more specifically 
at St. George’s who are deeply divided over this   
outcome for Bishop Love and the Diocese. Some see 
this as a loss and are grieving while others see it as 
victory and may even be celebrating. These divergent 
and even polarizing positions are not unique to our 
situation as we see them played out daily on a       
regional, and national, if not global level. As I see it, 
the challenge before this parish and diocese is to find 
a path of reconciliation that recognizes these         
differences without letting them define us or         
determine our present or our future. The deep      
question and “adaptive challenge” for this parish and 
diocese is finding a path that allows those who 
choose healing, to heal and move forward in mission 
and ministry.  

 
The deans, in cooperation with the Standing        
Committee, are currently working their way through 
two studies in preparation for the wider conversation 
we believe are timely and necessary for the Diocese 
of Albany. The studies include Tempered Resilience 
by Tod Bolsinger (currently being read by the clergy 
and Vestry at SG), and a document prepared by the 
Diocese of Texas and its Bishop C. Andy Doyle,   
titled Unity in Mission, A Bond of Peace for the Sake 
of Love, and Living in Love and Faith: Christian 
teaching and learning about identity, sexuality,     
relationships and marriage, with foreword by the 
Archbishops of Canterbury and York. These are all 
big reads with plenty of deep implications. There are 
simply no easy or quick answers, as much as that is 
often the thing people say they want most. The  
blessing in doing the hard work of engaging these 
studies and working through them in the bonds of 
peace, I believe, is in walking the way of our Lord 
and the way of love. I find the following quote from 
Bishop Doyle helps frame this work: 
 

Is this not the work of the church—
reconciliation? Our work is to heal history. It 
is to live with difference and celebrate our 
diversity. It is to create a commons of peace 
where all can gather around the table. In our 
conflict on marriage and sexuality we are  
currently not reconciled one to another, yet 
we prize unity as a goal. Even though we are 
bone-weary from the fight, we have soldiered 
on in conflict and have so sought our own 
will, that we have been willing to divide the 
body of Christ itself. We have been willing to 
indict one another based upon our assurance 
of right, forgetting we are to imitate Jesus’ 
ministry and mission of mercy and love, and 
forgetting Peter and Paul’s commitment to 
unity over division.  

 
While this is our current reality, I am       
challenged by the text from TSEO1 where we 
find these words, “Most obviously the Church 
is made up of frail and foolish people. The 
upward call of Christ presumes we are sinners 

 ___________________  

1The Anglican Way: The Significance of the Episcopal Office for 

the Communion of the Church, [TSEO] Inter—Anglican Theo-

logical and Doctrinal Commission, October 2007, 12ff. See also 

the Book of Common Prayer [BCP]. (Church Publishing: New 

York, 1979) 517ff. 
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Rector, cont’d from p.2 

in need of God’s grace, forgiveness and   
mercy. In this context, koinonia (the         
intimate communion of God) is necessarily 
a partial and vulnerable reality. 

 
It is my intention that the Vestry and leadership of 
St. George’s parallel this work for the benefit of this  
parish. This builds on the work we have been doing 
for the past few years of building some intellectual 
and emotional muscle for these difficult             
conversations across differences. The consequences 
of not doing this work are predictably further      
division and decline, while the benefits of this work 
are incomprehensible as it opens the possibility for 
the Holy Spirit to flourish through the people and 
ministries we are all being called to be a part of.  

 
Taking all of the challenges and opportunities     
before us into account, I invite you to keep the   
leadership of the Diocese of Albany and of St. 
George’s in your prayers as we pray for each of 
you, recalling the words of the prophet Jeremiah 
29:11.  

 
“For surely I know the plans I have for you, says 
the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm, 
to give you a future with hope. Then when you call 
upon me and come and pray to me, I will hear you. 
When you search for me, you will find me; if you 
seek me with all your heart.” Jeremiah 29:11-13 
(New Revised Standard Version). 
  
In God’s Peace,  

Fr. Tom 

March Anniversaries 

Ronald & Susan Podschelne 
Tim & Blaine Kaercher 
Janet & Charles Carroll 

March Birthdays 

Alex Kinley, Rosemarie Casale,           
Kathy Chapman, John Roberson,                          
Cortney DiGrigoli-Crannell,         
Jennifer Bee, Mary Golden,                     
Josie Heim, Carol List, Tyler McFarland,               
Nancy Henches, Fr. Tom Papazoglakis,                 
Jack Underhill, Kenneth Syvertsen, August Quail, 
Gina Cappadona, Nancy Snow, Adelyn Moore,     
Ken Bee, Barry McCabe, Matthias Mojallali,                          
Herman Sabourin, Kim Watson, Dee Ann Erno,    
Parker Golden, Erin Prendergast,                          
Mary Ziegler-Quintero, Alana Shepard,                 
Andrew Syvertsen 

Morning Prayer and 
Evening Prayer During 
Lent  
From Tom Golden 
 
Lent is a time to reflect and   
prepare ourselves for the Great 
Celebration of Easter. A positive step is to               
incorporate Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer to 
bookend our day by centering us in the Christian way 
of life, praising God and thanking Him for his many 
gifts in our lives. Our website, www.stgeorgescp.org, 
has links in the Info Center, under Pamphlets, Evening 
Prayer card and Morning Prayer card, to help you   
organize your prayers. Also, these cards are available 
at the Church on the table outside of the office, by  
request to be mailed from the Church office at      
(518) 371-6351, or use the links: Morning Prayer Card                           
and Evening Prayer Card. 
 
I am hosting, from our virtual Chapel, via Zoom, a 
Morning Prayer service at 6:45 AM, Monday through 
Friday during Lent. The service will conclude by 7:30 
AM. Please join us from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone via the web at https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82340422187  or via the Zoom app at Meeting ID: 
823 4042 2187. 
  
Let us pray together to fulfill our Mission              
statement: Saint George's is a community of disciples 
joyfully reaching out in love to nurture, teach and heal 
in Jesus' name.  

Virtual Morning Prayer 

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart 

take courage; wait for the Lord!                                                                               

            Psalm 27:14 (NRSV) 

http://www.stgeorgescp.org
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fmychurchwebsite%2Fc4656%2Fmorning_prayer_card.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7ba319f87286406af13108d8c3a334d6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637474453016627201%7CUnknown%
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Fmychurchwebsite%2Fc4656%2Fevening_prayer_card.pdf&data=04%7C01%7C%7C7ba319f87286406af13108d8c3a334d6%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637474453016637193%7CUnknown%
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187
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Musings, cont’d 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
From Cindy Hoetzer 
 
Prayer Shawl Knitters have                                               
decided to suspend in-person                                
meetings for the time being.                                      
However, we encourage all knitters and crocheters to 
continue making shawls at home. Shawls are blessed 
at the altar of St. George's periodically and are        
delivered to those who are ill, shut in, or in any other 
need of comfort.  

Mother’s Musings 

Confession as a Lenten Discipline 

As a former Southern Baptist, I must                       
admit that the idea of confessing to a                    
priest did not immediately appeal to me.                 
Being steeped in Holy Scriptures, I knew that James 
5:16 reads, “Therefore confess your sins to one     
another, and pray for one another, so that you may be 
healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and 
effective.” When Fr. Tom and I attended Cursillo, a 
priest gave a talk on confession or, as we now call it, 
the Rite of Reconciliation. He explained, concerning 
this sacrament, “all can, none must, some should.” I 
decided that I would avail myself of this opportunity. 
I cannot convey the remarkable experience that it 
was for me. Because it was my first confession, my 
parish priest worked with me through the Season of 
Advent, and I made my confession after the last   
Sunday of Advent and before Christmas Eve. That 
Christmas Eve remains in my heart and mind. I have 
made the Rite of Reconciliation a part of my life ever 
since. It may seem strange to say that I love          
confession, but the spiritually uplifting experience 
received through that sacrament is empowering.    

You might be asking yourself why you would      
confess your sins to a priest when James 5:16 says to 
confess to one another. Jesus told the disciples, “If 
you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you 
do not forgive them, they are not forgiven” (John 
20:23 NIV). Through this scripture, Jesus left power 
to his Church to absolve all sinners who truly repent 
and believe in him. The Prayer Book [446] further 
says, The absolution in these services [Rite of      
Reconciliation] may be pronounced only by a bishop 
or priest. Another Christian may be asked to hear a 
confession, but it must be made clear to the penitent 
that absolution will not be pronounced; instead, a 
declaration of forgiveness is provided. 

Good Friday is one of the holiest days for the Rite of 
Reconciliation. When we remember what our Lord 
gave us on that cross to save us from our sins,      
confessing our sins makes eternal sense. You can 
read through the liturgy for this sacrament on pages 
446-451 of the Book of Common Prayer. According 
to the Rubrics on page 446  

The ministry of reconciliation, which has 
been committed by Christ to his Church, is 
exercised through the care each Christian has 
for others, through the common prayer of 
Christians assembled for public worship, and 
through the priesthood of the Church and its 
ministers declaring absolution. 

The Reconciliation of a Penitent is available 

for all who desire it. It is not restricted to 
times of sickness. Confessions may be heard 
anytime and anywhere…The content of a 
confession is not normally a matter of       
subsequent discussion. The secrecy of a   
confession is morally absolute for the       
confessor and must under no circumstances 
be broken.  

Fr. Tom and I are available for anyone who wants to 
receive the Rite of Reconciliation by appointment at 
other times during the year. On Good Friday, we will 
be at St. George’s before and after the services. May 
God bless you as you contemplate this Sacrament.                     

       Mtr. Elizabeth 

Women’s Bible Studies 
From Cindy Hoetzer 

Women's Bible Study has been meeting via ZOOM 
on Monday evenings to discuss Paul's letter to 
the Galatians. Subtitled "Now That Faith Has 
Come," we are studying what Paul tells us about the 
significance of salvation by grace alone. We are 
thankful to have the technology to be able to meet 
safely from our own homes, from near and far 
(some have tuned in from Florida and Wisconsin), 
yet we look forward to the day when we can meet in 
person again.  
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 A Quick Update 
on Transitioning                  
of Church Email          
Accounts  
From Carol MacNaughton 
 
In the January Dragon's Tale, we spoke of the   
movement of the various church email accounts to 
new accounts using our Internet domain name -
"StGeorgesCP.org." Progress has been made and  
updates provided in our weekly announcements.   
Below is a quick summary of accounts you may 
communicate with that have been changed. Please 
update your email contacts list with the new           
information. 
announcements@stgeorgescp.org - if your ministry 
has something to be put in the announcements 
calendar@stgeorgescp.org - if your ministry needs to 
reserve a physical room or Zoom room 
treasurer@stgeorgescp.org - for contacting the 
church treasurer 
We are also slowly setting up email accounts for the 
various Vestry roles. 
evangelism@stgeorgescp.org 
facility@stgeorgescp.org 
parishlife@stgeorgescp.org 
And more to come!  

Imposition of Ashes on Ash Wednesday 

Abby at Powerpoint Review 
Starting to Walk the Labyrinth 

Praise Band  
 
Greetings!   
 
I am so thankful for the last three 
months - has it been that long? I 
am having so much fun leading our 
Praise Band. It is a joy watching our group come  
together in greater and greater harmony as we make 
an offering to the Lord of praise and thanksgiving. I 
am blessed by the devotion of our band members - 
Tad, Tom, Tom, Abby, Nancy and Stephanie.        
Thanks, guys! 
 
I love the places in the Psalms where we read “the 
Lord is enthroned on the praises of Israel” (Psalm 
22:3) and “let the voice of his praise be 
heard!” (Psalm 67:8). We don’t praise God in music 
because he needs it but because WE do, and he is 
pleased when we come before him with humble and 
open hearts. 
 
If you are a regular part of our Saturday service, I 
love seeing you every week...and if you haven’t 
come yet please do! Together we can make the voice 
of praise heard beyond our doors and into the     
community around us as we live and share the good 
news of Jesus’ great love for us.  
 
Love to all, in Jesus, 
Father Darius+ 

mailto:announcements@stgeorgescp.org
mailto:calendar@stgeorgescp.org
mailto:treasurer@stgeorgescp.org
mailto:evangelism@stgeorgescp.org
mailto:facility@stgeorgescp.org
mailto:parishlife@stgeorgescp.org
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Bishop Love’s Farewell Service             
at St. George’s on February 27 

Stations of the Cross 

As a spiritual exercise especially appropriate    
during Lent, we invite you to view our online   
version of the stations of the cross. You can access 
this here at Stations of the Cross. 

Maundy Thursday Watch 

So, could you not stay awake with me for one 
hour? 

We are so pleased that Bishop Love's farewell      
service on February 27th was hosted by St. 
George's. May God's peace that passes all
understanding be with him, Karen, and his family as 
he discerns what God might have in store for him 
next. You may view the service on YouTube via 
this link: Click to Watch the Service  

Maundy Thursday will be April 1st this year. In 
2020 we held our watch virtually and are       
planning to reuse that format in 2021. We invite 
you to stay awake with Jesus on this night by 
joining us in prayer. 
You may sign up to cover a time slot via the link 
Maundy Thursday Watch. 

Online Holy Saturday Service 6:45AM
Online Holy Saturday Service can be accessed  
from your computer, tablet or smartphone via the 
web at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187 or 
via the Zoom app at Meeting ID 823 4042 2187. 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty 

hand of God, so that he may exalt you in due time.   

1 Peter 5:6 (NRSV) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yD3HWd0PQng%20Lent
https://stgeorgescp.org/maundy_thursday_watch
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o80q6KmtdJ0
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Mission and Outreach  
Lenten Simple Suppers 
From Jo Anne Robbins 

Be a Blessing to a Neighbor in Need 

Each week during Lent, Mission and Outreach will 
be sharing a recipe for a special Friday Lenten simple 
supper. Two recipes will be sent out by email on 
Tuesday and posted on our website at Simple      
Supper - Helping a Neighbor in Need.  Each recipe 
includes the ingredients and directions for preparing 
the meal. Our outreach during Lent will focus on 
sharing our recipes and the needed ingredients with a 
family in the area through the Jonesville Helping 
Hands Food Pantry. When you shop for the
ingredients for a recipe you are preparing, please pick 
up another bag of ingredients to share with a family 
in need.  

We will continue this outreach until Easter. Most   
ingredients for our recipes are canned or packaged.  
Please purchase and include a store gift card for    
perishable ingredients that need refrigeration. Herbs 
and spices may be placed in a small Zip Lock bag. 
The bag of ingredients should be dropped at church 
and placed on table in Hatlee Hall when you come to 
church or on Monday morning. There is always 
someone in the office Monday morning. Enter the 
church using the front red doors. Ring the doorbell 
if the doors are locked. Our committee will add a 
copy of the recipe and a milk card from Stewart’s to 
complete the meal. 

The Outreach Committee will deliver our bags of  
ingredients to the food pantry each Wednesday.    
Participate once, twice or weekly – and be a blessing 
to a family in our Clifton Park community. If you 
have questions, or have a simple recipe to share,  
contact Jo Anne Robbins. 

Vegetable soup with beans, carrots and celery 

Penne pasta with tomato in red sauce 

Prayer in a Time of Transition  

Heavenly Father, we praise and thank you for this, 
your diocese of Albany. Inspire and sustain us in 
this time of transition. Incline our hearts to do 
your will, and so direct us in your ways that the 
leader you are raising up to be our Bishop will find 
here joyful disciples, making disciples, united in 
faith, unflagging in hope, and steeped in mutual 
charity. In your mercy, accept our repentance, 
and grant us peace; look with patience on our    
enthusiasms; and pour rich gifts and grace upon all 
who are entrusted with the ongoing work of your 
church; so that, with diligence and charity, we may 
discern correctly and walk righteously in your 
ways. This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  

         Amen. 

Simple Supper bags ready to go 

https://stgeorgescp.org/ministries?id=53723
https://stgeorgescp.org/ministries?id=53723
mailto:cliftonparkjosie@gmail.com
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Please note: 

Deadline for weekly announcements is              
Wednesday morning at 9 AM. Send to  

announcements@stgeorgescp.org 

St. George’s Episcopal Church 

912 Route 146 

Clifton Park, NY 12065 

In-Person Worship Services  

Sunday: 

9:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II with Organ,   

with COVID-19 precautions  

Wednesday: 

12:15 pm Weekly Healing Service with             

Eucharist, with COVID-19 precautions  

Saturday: 

4:30 pm Holy Eucharist Rite II, with Praise 

Band and with COVID-19 precautions  

Weekly Virtual Worship Schedule 

Sunday: 

7:30 am Morning Prayer Rite II virtually through 
Zoom. Request room access via 
stgeorgeofc@gmail.com if you would like to join. 
 
9:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II virtually. Access 
via https://www.youtube.com/playlist?
list=PLqGV25ahrgM9i8RQEoBjJmo2Fro8yRj_x   
 
10:30 am Theological Reflection (TRs) on the 
Gospel reading for that day virtually through 
Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87182104399?  
Weekdays: 

6:45 am Morning Prayer weekdays during Lent.      

Begins Ash Wednesday. On Zoom at https://

us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187 

Reflection on the Gospel reading from the Daily 
Office lectionary via https://www.facebook.com/
StGeorgesCP/  
 
See the St. George’s Online web page at https://

stgeorgescp.org/st_georges_online for up to date         

information for online worship services and classes      

mailto:announcements@stgeorgescp.org
mailto:stgeorgeofc@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGV25ahrgM9i8RQEoBjJmo2Fro8yRj_x
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLqGV25ahrgM9i8RQEoBjJmo2Fro8yRj_x
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87182104399?
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82340422187
https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgesCP/
https://www.facebook.com/StGeorgesCP/
https://stgeorgescp.org/st_georges_online
https://stgeorgescp.org/st_georges_online

