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“SANCTIFY THEM IN THE TRUTH; YOUR 
WORD IS TRUTH” 

 
(JOHN 17:17) 
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Living Grace Lutheran Church 
The Rev. David E. Hardy, D.D., Pastor 

678-406-9229 
 
 
 

WEB:  WWW.LIVINGGRACELUTHERAN.ORG 
1812 Cooledge Road 
Tucker, GA   30084 

 
 
 

Steve Honeychurch, CAGO, Director of Music/Organist 
Roxann Thompson, Pastoral Intern 

Jan Levengood, Parish Nurse/Health Minister 
Leanne Beutler, Parish Administrator 

 
 

WORSHIP SCHEDULE—9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Living Grace welcomes your interest in making us your church home.  If you would like 
to learn more about becoming a member of our family, please speak to Pastor Hardy or 
give him a call at your convenience.  He would be delighted to answer your questions and 
provide you with helpful information. 
 
The community of Living Grace welcomes all who are joining us this morning.  We 
practice Eucharistic Hospitality.  All who are baptized are welcome to commune with us 
at the Lord’s Table.  We invite you to return again, and if you are looking for a church 
home, we invite you to become a member.  Please sign our guest register in the narthex.   

All hymns and liturgy are printed in the bulletin.  Bold type = congregation response. 
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THE SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
16 May 2021 

 
 
 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting Four 
 

The Holy Communion – 9:30 a.m. 
 
 

Welcome 

Prelude:  “Prelude in D Major” ....................................................................... J.K.F. Fischer 
 
Remembrance of Baptism― 

 Confession and Forgiveness― 

The congregation stands.  All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 
baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us from our 
sin to live for you alone.  Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may confess 
our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

The congregation kneels or stands. Silence is kept for reflection. 

 Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.  We have 
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and 
by what we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that 
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy 
name.  Amen. 

The presiding minister announces God's forgiveness with these or similar words. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 
God forgives us all our sin.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, 
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sin, in 
the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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Gathering Hymn―”Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness”..................... ELW 843 

 
 
 
Greeting― 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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Kyrie― 
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Hymn of Praise― 
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Prayer of the Day― 

Let us pray: 

Gracious and glorious God, you have chosen us as your own, and by the powerful name of 
Christ you protect us from evil.  By your Spirit transform us and your beloved world, that 
we may find our joy in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
First Reading ........................................................................................... Acts 1:15-17, 21-26 

In the days between Jesus’ ascension and Pentecost, Peter oversees the process whereby one of the 
members of the community of believers is chosen to be the twelfth apostle, in order to fill the vacancy 
created by Judas’s treachery and death. 

15In those days Peter stood up among the believers (together the crowd numbered about 
one hundred twenty persons) and said, 16“Friends, the scripture had to be fulfilled, which 
the Holy Spirit through David foretold concerning Judas, who became a guide for those 
who arrested Jesus—17for he was numbered among us and was allotted his share in this 
ministry.”  21So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the Lord 
Jesus went in and out among us, 22beginning from the baptism of John until the day when 
he was taken up from us—one of these must become a witness with us to his resurrection.”  
23So they proposed two, Joseph called Barsabbas, who was also known as Justus, and 
Matthias.  24Then they prayed and said, “Lord, you know everyone’s heart.  Show us which 
one of these two you have chosen 25to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from 
which Judas turned aside to go to his own place.”  26And they cast lots for them, and the 
lot fell on Matthias; and he was added to the eleven apostles. 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 47 

The psalm will be sung in unison, singing the antiphon 
at the beginning and ending and where indicated by an R. 

 

 
 
1Clap your hands, | all you peoples; 
 shout to God with a | joyful sound. 
2For the LORD Most High is | to be feared: 
 a great king over | all the earth, 
3who subdues the | peoples under us, 
 and the nations un- | der our feet; 
4who chooses our inheri- | tance for us, 
 the pride of Jacob, | whom God loves.        R 
5God has gone up | with a shout, 
 the LORD with the sound | of the ram's horn. 
6Sing praises to | God, sing praises; 
 sing praises to our | king, sing praises. 
7For God is king of | all the earth; 
 sing praises | with a song. 
8God reigns o- | ver the nations; 
 God is en- | throned on high. 
9The nobles of the peoples have gathered 
as the people of the | God of Abraham. 
 The rulers of the earth belong to God, 
 who is high- | ly exalted.            R 
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Second Reading ............................................................................................... 1 John 5:9-13 

God has borne witness to the gift of eternal life in Jesus Christ.  Whoever believes in the Son of God believes 
in the witness of God and has the promise of eternal life. 

9If we receive human testimony, the testimony of God is greater; for this is the testimony 
of God that he has testified to his Son.  10Those who believe in the Son of God have the 
testimony in their hearts.  Those who do not believe in God have made him a liar by not 
believing in the testimony that God has given concerning his Son.  11And this is the 
testimony:  God gave us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.  12Whoever has the Son has 
life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life.  13I write these things to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, so that you may know that you have eternal 
life. 

Holy Wisdom, Holy Word. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Gospel Acclamation― 
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Gospel .................................................................................................................. John 17:6-19 

In this reading the church hears Jesus’ words on the night before his death—his prayer for his disciples 
and for all who would believe in him through their words. 

The holy gospel according to St. John the 17th chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus prayed:]  6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the 
world.  They were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word.  7Now 
they know that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to 
me I have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 
you; and they have believed that you sent me.  9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 
asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours.  10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in them.  11And 
now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you.  Holy 
Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they may be one, as we 
are one.  12While I was with them, I protected them in your name that you have given me.  
I guarded them, and not one of them was lost except the one destined to be lost, so that 
the scripture might be fulfilled.  13But now I am coming to you, and I speak these things 
in the world so that they may have my joy made complete in themselves.  14I have given 
them your word, and the world has hated them because they do not belong to the world, 
just as I do not belong to the world.  15I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one.  16They do not belong to the world, just as 
I do not belong to the world.  17Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  18As you 
have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world.  19And for their sakes I 
sanctify myself, so that they also may be sanctified in truth.” 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day―”Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna!” ................................... ELW 383 

 
The Apostles’ Creed― 

With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended into hell. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayers of Intercession― 

Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before God 
who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 

A brief silence. 

Holy God, in Christ Jesus the joy of the church is made complete.  Root the church in your 
Word and unify us as Christ’s body.  Send us into the world as your loving people, ready 
to testify to your Spirit at work. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Mighty God, the world is your handiwork, displaying your creative impulse.  Seas teem 
with life, forests reach up to praise you, and the mystery of life lies deep in the soil.  Guard 
and keep this world for the well-being of all your creatures.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Gracious Sovereign, those who follow your ways are like trees planted near streams of 
water.  Establish the leaders of nations and all in authority in your grace and truth.  
Strengthen them, so that the people they serve will have abundant life.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Generous Savior, you befriend those who are sick, suffering, poor, lonely, outcast, 
rejected, or sick.  Grant healing and love to all in need especially those whom we name 
aloud or within our hearts………. Give them tangible signs of your steadfast love. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Creator God, here in this community we share the gift of praying, learning, and supporting 
one another.  Give us thankful hearts as we claim the gifts that are unique to us and keep 
us from being envious of others with different gifts.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Saving God, your wonderful promise is the gift of eternal life in Jesus.  Through the 
witness of those who have died in you, strengthen us now in this gift of life.  We cherish 
the memory of your saints.  Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your never-ending 
goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
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Peace― 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Anthem― 

 “Arise, My Soul, Arise!” ........................................................................... Finnish folk tune 

Arise, my soul, arise!  Stretch forth to things eternal and hasten to the feet of your 
redeemer God, who, hid from mortal eyes, yet dwells in light supernal; so worship 
God in humbleness, your sov’reign Lord.  The banquet of love awaits you above; 
yet here you have a foretaste of the feast to come!  Rejoice, my soul, rejoice to 
heaven lift up your voice:  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!  Now hear the harps of heaven 
Oh, hear the song victorious, the never ending anthem sounding through the sky!  
To mortals is not given to join in strains so glorious, yet here on earth we too can 
sing our praises high!  Christ bought with his blood the ransomed of God; to him 
be everlasting power and victory.  And let the great amen resound through heaven 
again.  Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!   

 
Offering Prayer— 

Let us pray: 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth.  Day by day you shower us with 
blessings.  As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, 
ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Great Thanksgiving— 
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Preface 
 
Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy)— 

 
Eucharistic Prayer and Words of Institution— 
 
The Lord’s Prayer— 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Communion— 
 

The presiding minister will raise the bread and cup and address  
the congregation with these words: 

 
The Gifts of God, for the People of God. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Communion Song, Lamb of God (Agnus Dei)– 

 
 

 
 
 
The congregation will sit—We practice Eucharistic Hospitality.  All who are baptized are 
welcome to commune with us at the Lord’s Table.   
 

After all have returned to their seats, the minister will say: 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
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Post Communion Canticle– 

 
Post-Communion Prayer— 

Let us pray: 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 
darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people.  Send us 
forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the world, 
through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Benediction 
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Sending Hymn—“Son of God, Eternal Savior”.................................................. ELW 655 

 
 

Dismissal— 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
Christ is risen indeed.  Alleluia! 
Go in peace. Share the good news.  Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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Postlude:  “Toccata in F Major” ............................................................ Dietrich Buxtehude 
 
 
 

The flowers are given by Leanne Beutler to the Glory of God  
and in memory of her mom, Charlette; 

and in honor of the creative and musical talent of Mark Nelson who faithfully gives to 
Living Grace in praising God. 

 
 
 

SERVICE LEADERS 
 

Usher .............................................................................................................................. Dennis Fritsch 
Lector ..................................................................................................................... Dr. Gary Levengood 
Communion Assistant ................................................................ Roxann Thompson, Pastoral Intern 
Altar Guild 
 Set-up .........................................................................................Dot Beaver and Meredith Collver 
 Clean-up ............................................................ Dot Beaver, Dennis Fritsch and Priscilla Fritsch 
Live Streaming Crew ................................................................................................... Keith Siekierski 
 
 
 

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by 
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103570. 

 
New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National 

Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.  All rights 
reserved. 

Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin Augsburg 
Fortress.  Used by permission. 

All hymns from the Evangelical Lutheran Worship Service books taken from Sundays and Seasons.com.  
Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103570. 

Prelude:  “Prelude in D Major,” composer J.K.F. Fischer; © 1952 Concordia Publishing House; live 
stream under OneLicense.net; A-701948. 

“Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness,” ELW 843; Text:  Rusty Edwards, b. 1955; Music:  J. Wyeth, 
Repository of Sacred Music, Part II, 1813; Text © 1987 Hope Publishing Company; printed and live 

stream under OneLicense.net; A-701948. 

Psalmody:  Psalm 47; Psalter for Worship, Year B, Evangelical Lutheran Worship Edition; © 2008 
Augsburg Fortress; printed and live stream under Liturgies Annual License #SAS103570. 

“Christ Is Risen!  Shout Hosanna!”, ELW 383; Text:  Brian A. Wren, b. 1936; Music:  Thomas Pavlechko, 
b. 1962; Text ©1986 Hope Publishing Company; Music © 2006 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg 

Fortress; printed and live stream under OneLicense.net; A-701948. 

Postlude:  “Toccata in F Major,” composter Dietrich Buxtehude; © 1952 Concordia Publishing House; 
live streamed under OneLicense.net; A-701948. 

Pictures in the bulletin posted from Microsoft Windows 7 Word, Online Pictures, copyright © 2007, 
owned by Living Grace Lutheran Church and from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2021 Augsburg 

Fortress.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103570. 
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Offering Receipts 
Sunday, 9 May – $4,318.66 
Needed every Sunday – $$6,213.00 
 
Attendance 
Sunday, 9 May – 9:30 a.m. – 47 
Website for Sunday, 2 May 
 Home Page – 450 
 Worship Page – 502 
 Bulletin for 2 May – 19 
 
 
 

 
 
Church Council will be meeting today, after the 9:30 a.m. worship service at 11:00 a.m. 
in person and via ZOOM. 
 
Violin Recital:  There will be a violin recital here at the church today, at 4:00 p.m.  A 
teacher from the community asked the church if we could host the recital. 
 
Annual Yard Sale:  Our yard sale that was held on Saturday, 8 May, was a huge success.  
The sale’s total income was $1,161.15.  A BIG THANK YOU to the volunteers who came 
before the crack of dawn to help set up, the ones who stayed and came at various times to 
help during the sale and the ones who helped clean up.  It would not have been a success 
if not for the volunteers.  Also a thank you to all of you who “cleaned out” your houses and 
donated items for the yard sale.  We sold a lot, but we also have a lot more to sell.  We 
probably will have another sale in the fall.  Again, THANK YOU! 
 
Garden Plots:  We have two garden plots still available for someone to rent.  If you are 
interested, please contact Dot Beaver, at 678-283-2420. 
 
Quilting Group:  The group is meeting on Thursdays, 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  They have 
been working very hard last year during COVID 19 and continue to complete the quilts 
for Lutheran World Relief.  They have approximately over 200 quilts ready to be shipped.  
Thank you ladies for all your hard work. 
 
Inspiritus and Refugees:  Living Grace received this email from Inspiritus.  We would 
like to share this information with the congregation since we support the work of 
Inspiritus and background of one refugee. 
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The United States will officially raise the refugee admissions ceiling for the 2021 Fiscal 
year to 62,500.  This puts us one step closer to American’s historical average of 95,000 
and it’s a significant increase from the prior year’s record low of 15,000. 
 
“With the 21st pick of the 2021 NFL Draft, the Indianapolis Colts take Kwity Paye,”  With 
these or similar words, a refugee became a household name among NFL fans.  Kwity, 
named for his grandfather, Paye is a Liberian refugee admitted into this country because 
of the long civil war in Liberia.  He was actually born in a refugee camp in Guinea.  His 
mother had first fled to Sierra Leone where a civil war also raged then on to Guinea.  The 
United States admitted him and his mother as refugees under the annual number allowed 
in 1999. 
 
Kwity and his numbered among the hundreds of thousands over the years that have come 
to the US as refugees from civil war, religious or political persecution, or in some cases 
natural disasters.  All of these persons are registered with the UNHCR, thoroughly 
screened and health examined before they are cleared for entry into the US.  When they 
are cleared and they arrive, they are met by local organizations who receive them, assist 
in finding housing, employment, education, and health services.  Our Lutheran 
immigration and Refugee Services agency, working through Inspiritus here in Atlanta, is 
one such organization.  These are not persons who show up at the border asking to be let 
in-----they come with planning under the auspices of the Department of State.  And these 
persons contribute to the richness of the US culture. 
 
It is estimated that there are in Africa, the Middle East, and Asia 18 million refugees and 
another 27 million internally displaced persons.  The US has been a place of ultimate 
refuge from its very beginning.  Post WWII saw a major influx of European refugees and 
it was in that period that agencies like LIRS were born.  Also about that time the US 
authorized the President to set an annual allowable ceiling for refuge entrants.  That 
number has reached as high as 90,000 a year.  That last Administration cut the number 
to 15,000 and was set to lower it further.  There was a two-fold failure:  failing to recognize 
the difference between legally recognized refugees and illegal immigrants; and believing 
that American don’t support immigration of any kind. 
 
The current Administration has now raised the ceiling to 62,500 certified refugees giving 
them a secure and promising future and the US valuable additions to our society. 
 
 
CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Today   9:30 a.m. – Holy Communion, in person worship 

    11:00 a.m. – Church Council in person and via ZOOM 

    4:00 p.m. – Violin Recital 

Thursday, 20 May 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. – Quilting Group 

Saturday, 22 May  4:30-5:30 p.m. – Resurrection Mission Church 

Sunday, 23 May  The Day of Pentecost 

9:30 a.m. – Holy Communion, in person worship 

    3:00 p.m. – ELCO Church 
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Lessons for the following: 
 

The Day of Pentecost 
23 May 2021 

 

Acts 2:1-21 
Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (alternate) 
Life to dry bones 

Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 
Send forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. (Ps. 104:30) 

Romans 8:22-27 
Praying with the Spirit 
Acts 2:1-21 (alternate) 

Filled with the Spirit to tell God’s deeds 
John 15:26-27; 16:4b-15 

Christ sends the Spirit of truth 
 
 
 

 


