
 
“Make the Nations Prove: Peaceful Joy” 

Advent 4 – Dec. 20, 2020 
  

This service can be viewed at http://www.facebook.com/mosaicokc (you may need to 
look in the video section) & on YouTube at https://youtu.be/nce__lm_eI0 (with closed 

captioning) This bulletin can also be downloaded from: 
https://mosaicokc.org/worship_bulletins  

(Please see the end of the bulletin for information on our virtual coffee hour immediately 
after the service.) 

 

http://www.facebook.com/mosaicokc
https://youtu.be/nce__lm_eI0
https://mosaicokc.org/worship_bulletins


Welcome 

  

Prelude 

 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 
We gather together to worship the One Who Is Joy and as we come together, our 
hearts are expanded. We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun 
rises and light multiplies. And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach 
and expand toward the Light so that all might know joy. 

  

Focusing on Peaceful Joy 

Psalm 98, upon which the hymn, “Joy to the World” is based, names the joyful 
expression of all creation as the response to the news that the Prince of Peace, 
Emmanuel, is coming at long last. Love, not chaos, will reign and balance will be 
restored. As we get ever closer to Christmas, we acknowledge with the hymn writer, 
Isaac Watts, that “God rules the world”—not with sword or domination—but “with truth 
and grace.” In this, all nations, all of the world will prove God’s presence in and through 
this peaceful joy. 

  

“Heaven and Nature Sing” 

Sing a new song to the Lord 
Lift your hearts with gratitude 
Sing a new song to the Lord 

Lift your hearts with gratitude 
and Joy, 

Peaceful Joy! 
  

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 
Is ever present in our lives 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 
Is ever present in our lives 

with Joy, 
Peaceful joy! 

  
 
 



Let the sea laugh, and all that 
 fills it; 
 the world and those who 
 dwell in it! 
Let the waters clap their hands; 
 let the hills ring out with joy 
before the Beloved, who radiates [Peace] 
 to all the earth. 
For Love reigns over the world 
 with truth and justice 
 bringing order and balance to 
 all of Creation. 

  
  

  
We sing 
We sing 

Joy to the World 
Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 
Heaven and nature sing 

With joy, 
Peaceful joy! 

  

The Wreath – The Amon Family  

  

Opening Prayer 

 

Holy God, we await again the arrival of Your son, the Prince of Peace. 
We long for the peaceful waters of joy that run deep and wide underneath all of life. 

When we feel the chaos of life bearing down on us, 
Help us to remember that it doesn’t have to be this way. 

Help us to step into a slower rhythm that is your Peaceful Joy. 
Let truth and grace rule our hearts this day. 
Let truth and grace rule our church this day. 
Let truth and grace rule the world this day… 

in the name of Peace. 
Amen. 

 
 
 



We sing 
We sing 

Joy to the World 
Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 
Heaven and nature sing 

with joy, 
Peaceful joy! 

 

Opening Hymn/Song of Joy 

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” UMH 211, 

 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and ransom captive Israel, 

that mourns in lonely exile here 
until the Son of God appear. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
 O come, thou Wisdom from on high, 

who orderest all things mightily; 
to us the path of knowledge show, 

and teach us in her ways to go. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 

Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by thine advent here; 

disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 
O come, Desire of nations, bind 
in one the hearts of all mankind; 
bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
and be thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 



 RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to 
the depths of our being where the River of Joy is always flowing. We have only to dip 
into it for, we have the “joy, joy, joy, joy, down in our hearts.” 

  
  

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
Down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

  

The Children’s Time 

  

Scripture 

  

Isaiah 7: 13-15 (CEB) 

Matthew 1: 18-25 (The Message) 

 

The name Emmanuel means “God with us.” From both the Hebrew and Christian 
narratives, we hear the yearning for this “Emmanuel”—for God to become so present 
that God’s peace, truth, love, and justice reign among all the world and bring balance to 
what feels out-of-sorts. From Isaiah: 

  

“Then Isaiah said, “Listen, house of David! Isn’t it enough for you to be 
tiresome for people that you are also tiresome before my God? Therefore, the 
Lord will give you a sign. The young woman is pregnant and is about to give 
birth to a son, and she will name him Immanuel. He will eat butter and honey, 
and learn to reject evil and choose good.” 

  

And then the Isaiah scripture is referenced in Matthew’s telling of the birth narrative: 

  



“The birth of Jesus took place like this. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be 
married to Joseph. Before they came to the marriage bed, Joseph discovered 
she was pregnant. (It was by the Holy Spirit, but he didn’t know that.) Joseph, 
chagrined but noble, determined to take care of things quietly so Mary would 
not be disgraced. 

  

While he was trying to figure a way out, he had a dream. God’s angel spoke in 
the dream: “Joseph, son of David, don’t hesitate to get married. Mary’s 
pregnancy is Spirit-conceived. God’s Holy Spirit has made her pregnant. She 
will bring a son to birth, and when she does, you, Joseph, will name him 
Jesus—‘God saves’—because he will save his people from their sins.” This 
would bring the prophet’s embryonic sermon to full term: 

  

Watch for this—a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; 

They will name him Immanuel (Hebrew for “God is with us”). 

  

Then Joseph woke up. He did exactly what God’s angel commanded in the 
dream: He married Mary. But he did not consummate the marriage until she 
had the baby. He named the baby Jesus.” 

  

 The Word in Music - “Breath of Heaven” 

 Sermon - Jay Williams 

Sung Response - “Joseph’s Song” 

  

 TRANSFORMATION OF OUR LIVES 

 Connecting with our deepest selves, we are able to accept that all of life resides within 
joy’s possibilities—not only the happy moments, but also the sorrows and difficulties of 
life. Like the work of our hearts, all that flows in can be given new life and pumped back 

out with renewed oxygen, giving us strength and courage for all circumstances. 

 Prayers of the People 

 



 COMPASSION FOR THE WORLD 
Connecting to Joy can compel us to want this connection for all beings. We leave this 
place “with passion” (com-passion) for adding our love, peace, hope, and joy to the 
world.  

Closing Hymn/Song 

“God Rest Ye Merry Gentle[folk]” W&S 3052 
 

1 God rest you merry, gentlemen, 
let nothing you dismay, 

remember Christ our Savior 
was born on Christmas day, 

to save us all from Satan's pow'r 
when we were gone astray; 

Refrain: 
O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy. 
 

2 From God our heav'nly Father, 
a blessed angel came; 

and unto certain shepherds 
brought tidings of the same: 

how that in Bethlehem was born 
the son of God by name, [Refrain] 

 
3 "Fear not, then," said the angel, 

"let nothing you affright; 
this day is born a Savior 
of a pure virgin bright, 

to free all those who trust in him 
from Satan's pow'r and might." [Refrain] 

 
4 The shepherds at those tidings 

rejoiced much in mind, 
and left their flocks a-feeding, 
in tempest, storm, and wind, 

and went to Bethlehem straightway, 
the Son of God to find. [Refrain] 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Benediction 

The four movements of our service have been: 
Expansion of our Hearts as we gathered, 

Reception of God’s Word as we proclaimed, 
Transformation of our Lives as we prayed, and 

now Compassion for the World as we go. 
  

This is the cycle of Joy 
It expands us outward, 

we receive so much from that experience, 
we take it in and are transformed by it 
and we want that for the whole world… 

which sends us out again… 
expansion, reception, transformation, compassion. 

I invite you to the cycle of joy. 
  

And so, my friends, may you be blessed with a Peaceful Joy 
that gives you deep serenity. 

May you work to help all nations prove that 
truth and grace are the way to bring right relationship— 

a right way of looking at the world, 
of being in the world, 

and bringing peace to the world. 
  

And may you sing along with all heaven and earth! 
  
 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 
hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone— 
unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 
God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 
a glimpse of holy we might see! 

  
Joy, hope, peace, love… 

  
We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 
We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone— 

unconditionally! 
We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 
As we look to one another, 



a glimpse of holy we might see, 
a glimpse of holy we might see, 
a glimpse of holy we might see. 

  

 Postlude 

 

 

 

You are invited to continue to support Mosaic with your prayers, your 
presence (while social distancing), your gifts, your service, and your 

witness. 
 

Send your offerings to: 
 Mosaic United Methodist Church  

3131 NW 50th St  
Oklahoma City OK 73112  

 
Or give online at www.mosaicokc.org 

 
 
 

All songs used by permission:  
CLI: 11360453 

OneLicense: 731189 
 
 
 

A Virtual Coffee Hour Immediately Following Worship via Zoom.  
 

. Scott Spencer (he/him) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  
Topic: Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour  

ime: SUNDAYS 12:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)  
(link good through Dec. 27, 2020)  

 
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84786802223  

 
Meeting ID: 847 8680 2223 

http://www.mosaicokc.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84786802223

