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“Prepare Him Room: Hopeful Joy” 
Advent 1 – November 29, 2020 

 

This service can be viewed at www.facebook.com/mosaicokc 

(you may need to look in the video section) 
 

& on YouTube at https://youtu.be/8NF18chZpyw (with closed captioning) 
 

This bulletin can also be downloaded from: 
https://mosaicokc.org/worship_bulletins 

 

 

(Please see the end of the bulletin for information on our virtual coffee hour immediately 

after the service on Nov. 29, 2020.) 
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Welcome – Scott Spencer 

 

Prelude – “Once in a Royal David’s City” 
Anna-Faye Rose, pianist 

 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 
We gather together to worship the One Who Is Joy and as we come together, our 

hearts are expanded. We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun 

rises and light multiplies. And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach 

and expand toward the Light so that all might know joy. 

 

 

Focusing on Hopeful Joy 

 

“Joy to the World,” a beloved Christmas classic, turns 300 this year. Hymn poet Isaac 

Watt’s interpretation of Psalm 98 invites us to sing a “new song”—and it is a powerful 

cosmic performance of all creation being renewed and freed. Let us join our voices with 

heaven and earth, proclaiming along with the Psalmist: 

 

 

“Heaven and Nature Sing” 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord  

Lift your hearts with gratitude 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

Lift your hearts with gratitude 

and Joy,  

Hopeful Joy 

 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

Is ever present in our lives 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

Is ever present in our lives 

with Joy, 
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Hopeful joy 

 

 

O sing to the Beloved a new song, 

for Love has done marvelous things! 

By the strength of your indwelling Presence, 

we, too, are called to do great things: 

we are set free through Love’s 

forgiveness and truth. 

Yes, your steadfast Love and faithfulness  

are ever-present gifts in our lives. 

All the ends of the earth have seen 

the glory of Love’s Eternal Flame. 

 

 

We sing 

We sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

With joy 

Hopeful joy 

 

The Wreath – The Skinner-Noble Family 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Holy God, you are our joy. 

You are the joy that runs deep and wide underneath all of life.  

This is our hope, that You are ever-present and constantly 

shifting our fear to compassion, 

and grinding our swords into plows. 

Let us prepare him room in our hearts this day. 

Let us prepare him room in our church this day. 

Let us prepare him room in the world this day… 

for Hope. 

Amen. 
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We sing 

We sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

with joy 

Hopeful joy 

 

 

 

Opening Hymn/Song of Joy  

 

Sing Out, All God's People! 
 

ADESTE FIDELES Irregular ("O Come, All Ye Faithful") 
 

Sing out, all God's people! Shout what God is doing! 

We need not fear the things that hurt or destroy; 

God is here with us, healing and renewing. 

O Lord, we know your presence, 

We trust that you are with us, 

We thank you that you bless us, 

Giving us joy. 

 

Our God loves the outcast, saves the weak and suffering, 

Deals with oppressors, turns our shame into praise. 

God, in great love, lifts up the poor and struggling. 

O Lord, we know your presence, 

We trust that you are with us, 

We thank you that you bless us 

All of our days. 
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O Lord, we're reminded in this holy season: 

Though we may struggle we are never alone. 

Christ is our joy, our hope and peace unending: 

In Christ, we know your presence; 

You heal us and restore us, 

You give us joy and bless us, 

Bringing us home. 
 

 

RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to 

the depths of our being where the River of Joy is always flowing. We have only to dip 

into it for, we have the “joy, joy, joy, joy, down in our hearts.” 

 

 

The Children’s Time – Addison Saviers 

 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

 

 

Scripture  

Isaiah 2: 1-5 (CEB) 

Romans 13: 11-14 (The Message) 

 

Reader: The season of Advent is a time of anticipation. In the momentous conversation 

between Archbishop Desmond Tutu and the Dalai Lama that resulted in the publication 

of the Book of Joy, one of the “pillars” of joy they identified was “perspective.” Opening 

ourselves to a different perspective can bring a sense of hope in the midst of despair—

allowing joy to creep in no matter what. Opening to the perspectives of others can shift 

our fear to compassion, turning swords into plows. Salvation is near, says the scripture, 

when we wake up, when we prepare room in our lives for new Light, new insight, new 

hope to enter. Let us hear from the prophet Isaiah: 
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“God will judge between the nations, 

    and settle disputes of mighty nations. 

Then they will beat their swords into iron plows 

    and their spears into pruning tools. 

Nation will not take up sword against nation; 

    they will no longer learn how to make war. 

Come, house of Jacob, 

    let’s walk by the Lord’s light.” 

 

And a reading from the Letter to the Romans: 

 

“… make sure that you don’t get so absorbed and exhausted in taking care of 

all your day-by-day obligations that you lose track of the time and doze off, 

oblivious to God. The night is about over, dawn is about to break. Be up and 

awake to what God is doing! God is putting the finishing touches on the 

salvation work [God] began when we first believed. We can’t afford to waste a 

minute, must not squander these precious daylight hours in frivolity and 

indulgence, in sleeping around and dissipation, in bickering and grabbing 

everything in sight. Get out of bed and get dressed! Don’t loiter and linger, 

waiting until the very last minute. Dress yourselves in Christ, and be up and 

about!” 

 

The Word in Music  

“ALL EARTH IS WAITING” – Jerry Griffin 

 

Sermon 

 

Sung Response 

 

“Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus” – Lacy  

 
1. Come, thou long expected Jesus, 

born to set thy people free; 
from our fears and sins release us, 

let us find our rest in thee. 
Israel's strength and consolation, 

hope of all the earth thou art; 
dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart. 
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2. Born thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King, 
born to reign in us forever, 

now thy gracious kingdom bring. 
By thine own eternal spirit 
rule in all our hearts alone; 
by thine all sufficient merit, 

raise us to thy glorious throne. 

 

 

TRANSFORMATION OF OUR LIVES 
Connecting with our deepest selves, we are able to accept that all of life resides within 

joy’s possibilities—not only the happy moments, but also the sorrows and difficulties of 

life. Like the work of our hearts, all that flows in can be given new life and pumped back 

out with renewed oxygen, giving us strength and courage for all circumstances. 

 

 

Prayers of the People – Jeni Markham Clewell 

 

 

 

COMPASSION FOR THE WORLD 
Connecting to Joy can compel us to want this connection for all beings. We leave this 

place “with passion” (com-passion) for adding our love, peace, hope, and joy to the 

world. 

 

Closing Hymn/Song 

“There’ll Be Joy in the Morning” – Alan Logan 

 

1 There'll be joy in the morning on that day, 

there'll be joy in the morning on that day, 

for the daylight will dawn when the darkness is gone, 

there'll be joy in the morning on that day. 

 

2 There'll be peace and contentment evermore, 

there'll be peace and contentment evermore, 

every heart, every voice on that day will rejoice, 

there'll be peace and contentment evermore. 
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3 There'll be love and forgiveness everywhere, 

there'll be love and forgiveness everywhere, 

and the way of the Lord will that day be restored, 

there'll be love and forgiveness everywhere. 

 

Benediction 

 

 

The four movements of our service have been: 

Expansion of our Hearts as we gathered, 

Reception of God’s Word as we proclaimed, 

Transformation of our Lives as we prayed, and 

now Compassion for the World as we go. 

 

This is the cycle of Joy  

It expands us outward, 

we receive so much from that experience, 

we take it in and are transformed by it 

and we want that for the whole world…  

which sends us out again… 

expansion, reception, transformation, compassion. 

I invite you to follow along with me.  

 

 

And so, my friends, may you be blessed with a Hopeful Joy 

that rings deep in your soul 

so that whatever life brings,  

you will have prepared room in your heart 

for the birth of new ways of looking at the world, 

being in the world, 

bringing hope to the world. 

 

And may you sing along with all heaven and earth! 
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We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone— 

unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 

a glimpse of holy we might see! 

 

Joy, hope, peace, love… 

 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone— 

unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 

a glimpse of holy we might see, 

a glimpse of holy we might see, 

a glimpse of holy we might see. 

 

 

 

Postlude – Mary Boardman 

 

 

 

All songs used by permission:  
CCLI: 11360453 

OneLicense: 731189-A 
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Virtual Coffee Hour Immediately Following Worship via 
Zoom.  

 

Rev. Scott Spencer (he/him) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting. 
 

Topic: Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour 
Time: SUNDAYS 12:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada) 

(link good through Dec. 27, 2020) 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84786802223 

 

Meeting ID: 847 8680 2223 
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