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“Repeat the Sounding Joy: Loving Joy” 

Advent 3 – Dec 16 

 
 

This service can be viewed at http://www.facebook.com/mosaicokc (you may need to look in the 

video section) & on YouTube at https://youtu.be/ngxl1-B3TNk (with closed captioning) This 

bulletin can also be downloaded from: https://mosaicokc.org/worship_bulletins  

 

(Please see the end of the bulletin for information on our virtual coffee hour immediately after 

the service on Nov. 29, 2020.) 
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Welcome 

 

Prelude 

 

 

EXPANSION OF OUR HEARTS 
We gather together to worship the One Who Is Joy and as we come together, our 

hearts are expanded. We remember that the heavens declare God’s praise as the sun 

rises and light multiplies. And we witness that all of nature (including us) yearns to reach 

and expand toward the Light so that all might know joy.  

 

We continue our worship series that features the 301st anniversary of the hymn, “Joy to 

the World.” Sometimes it is difficult to see joy when so much in the world feels out of 

sync with joyful expression. As we have been proclaiming, and will continue to come 

into focus today, joy does not depend on everything being right with the world. Indeed, 

Mary’s world was completely upside down having found out she was pregnant before 

her marriage. It was dangerous, even. But this does not stop her from unabashedly 

singing out, with all of heaven and nature, that what was about to be born would turn the 

world “right side out.” 

 

 

“Heaven and Nature Sing” 

 

Sing a new song to the Lord  

Lift your hearts with gratitude 

Sing a new song to the Lord 

Lift your hearts with gratitude 

and Joy,  

Unabashed Joy! 

 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

Is ever present in our lives 

Your steadfast love and faithfulness 

Is ever present in our lives 

with Joy, 

Unabashed Joy! 
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Let the voices of all people blend 

  in harmony, 

 in unison let the people 

  magnify the Beloved! 

 

We sing 

We sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

With joy, 

Unabashed Joy! 

 

 

The Wreath – The Thompson-Wise Family 

 

Opening Prayer 

 

Holy God, you provide the source of our joy. 

It runs deep and wide underneath all of life.  

When we are tempted to depend on others for happiness, 

draw us back to you, for you are the Light that shines for us always. 

Help us to shine that light from within us through our own Unabashed Joy. 

Let us make your blessings known in our hearts this day. 

Let us make your blessings known in our church this day. 

Let us make your blessings known in the world this day… 

in the name of Joy. 

Amen. 

 

We sing 

We sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

Joy to the World 

Heaven and nature sing 

with joy, 

Unabashed Joy! 
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Opening Hymn/Song of Joy 

 

“For Everyone Born (Justice and Joy)” 

 

 

 

RECEPTION OF GOD’S WORD 
As we open to receive the Word and interpret its meaning for our lives, we connect to 

the depths of our being where the River of Joy is always flowing. We have only to dip 

into it for, we have the “joy, joy, joy, joy, down in our hearts.” 

 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart, down in my heart 

I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 

Down in my heart, down in my heart to stay. 

 

The Children’s Message 
 

Scripture 

Isaiah 35: 1-10 (CEB) 

Luke 1: 46b-55 (The Message) 

 

The vision of joy offered in Isaiah is one in which all things of heaven and nature, plant, 

animal, human, are set free in the Reign of God. 

 

“The desert and the dry land will be glad; 

    the wilderness will rejoice and blossom like the crocus. 

They will burst into bloom, 

    and rejoice with joy and singing. 

They will receive the glory of Lebanon, 

    the splendor of Carmel and Sharon. 

They will see the Lord’s glory, 

    the splendor of our God. 

Strengthen the weak hands, 

    and support the unsteady knees. 

Say to those who are panicking: 

    “Be strong! Don’t fear! 

    Here’s your God, 
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        coming with vengeance; 

        with divine retribution 

    God will come to save you.” 

 

Then the eyes of [those who cannot see] will be opened, 

    and the ears of [those who cannot hear] will be cleared. 

Then [those who cannot move] will leap like the deer, 

    and the tongue of [those who cannot make a sound] will sing. 

Waters will spring up in the desert, 

    and streams in the wilderness. 

The burning sand will become a pool, 

    and the thirsty ground, fountains of water. 

The jackals’ habitat, a pasture; 

    grass will become reeds and rushes. 

 

A highway will be there. 

    It will be called The Holy Way. 

The unclean won’t travel on it, 

    but it will be for those walking on that way. 

Even fools won’t get lost on it; 

    no lion will be there, 

    and no predator will go up on it. 

None of these will be there; 

    only the redeemed will walk on it. 

The Lord’s ransomed ones will return and enter Zion with singing, 

    with everlasting joy upon their heads. 

Happiness and joy will overwhelm them; 

    grief and groaning will flee away.” 

 

In our next scripture, we see that Joy doesn’t wait for struggle to be over. Mary 

“rejoices” in the iconic scripture passage during her pregnancy, a state of affairs that 

would have put her in a position of dishonor among her people. Instead, she sings out 

powerfully because she knows that this turn of events will usher in the Presence of 

justice for the oppressed and freedom for the captive.  

 

“And Mary said, 

I’m bursting with God-news; 

    I’m dancing the song of my Savior God. 

God took one good look at me, and look what happened— 
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    I’m the most fortunate woman on earth! 

What God has done for me will never be forgotten, 

    the God whose very name is holy, set apart from all others. 

[God’s] mercy flows in wave after wave 

    on those who are in awe before him. 

[God] bared [an] arm and showed… strength, 

    scattered the bluffing braggarts. 

[God] knocked tyrants off their high horses, 

    pulled victims out of the mud. 

The starving poor sat down to a banquet; 

    the callous rich were left out in the cold. 

[God] embraced the chosen child, Israel; 

    [God] remembered and piled on the mercies, piled them high. 

It’s exactly what [God] promised, 

    beginning with Abraham and right up to now.” 

 

 

The Word in Music  

“In the Bleak Midwinter” 

 

Sermon – Scott Spencer 

 

 

 

Sung Response 

 

“Canticle of the Turning” 

 

 

TRANSFORMATION OF OUR LIVES 
 

Connecting with our deepest selves, we are able to accept that all of life resides within 

joy’s possibilities—not only the happy moments, but also the sorrows and difficulties of 

life. Like the work of our hearts, all that flows in can be given new life and pumped back 

out with renewed oxygen, giving us strength and courage for all circumstances. 
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Prayers of the People 

 

COMPASSION FOR THE WORLD 
?= Connecting to Joy can compel us to want this connection for all beings. We leave 

this place “with passion” (com-passion) for adding our love, peace, hope, and joy to the 

world. 

 

Closing Hymn/Song 

 

“O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

 

Benediction 

 

The four movements of our service have been: 

Expansion of our Hearts as we gathered, 

Reception of God’s Word as we proclaimed, 

Transformation of our Lives as we prayed, and 

now Compassion for the World as we go. 

 

It expands us outward, 

we receive so much from that experience, 

we take it in and are transformed by it 

and we want that for the whole world…  

which sends us out again… 

expansion, reception, transformation, compassion. 

I invite you to this cycle of joy! 

 

And so, my friends, may you be blessed with an Unabashed Joy 

that reverberates deep in your soul. 

And may you recognize and celebrate that strength wherever you encounter it  

as you look at the world, 

as you move through the world, 

all the while bringing joy to the world. 

 

And may you sing along with all heaven and earth! 
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We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone– 

unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 

a glimpse of holy we might see! 

 

Joy, hope, peace, love… 

 

We’re gonna bring joy to the world, 

hope to the people. 

We’re gonna give love that’s for everyone– 

unconditionally! 

We’re gonna make peace in our world, 

God’s voice through us be heard. 

As we look to one another, 

a glimpse of holy we might see, 

a glimpse of holy we might see, 

a glimpse of holy we might see. 

 

 

Postlude 

 

 
 

You are invited to continue to support Mosaic with your prayers, your presence (while 
social distancing), your gifts, your service, and your witness. 

 

Send your offerings to: 
 

Mosaic United Methodist Church 

3131 NW 50th St 
Oklahoma City OK 73112 

 

Or give online at 

www.mosaicokc.org 
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All songs used by permission:  

CCLI: 11360453  

OneLicense: 731189 

 

 

A Virtual Coffee Hour Immediately Following Worship via Zoom.  

 

Rev. Scott Spencer (he/him) is inviting you to a scheduled Zoom meeting.  

 

Topic: Sunday Virtual Coffee Hour  

Time: SUNDAYS 12:00 PM Central Time (US and Canada)  

(link good through Dec. 27, 2020)  

Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84786802223  

 

Meeting ID: 847 8680 2223 

http://www.worshipdesignstudio.com/
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